Water Rights Advisory Work Group — December 9, 2014

Water Right Section Update — Tracie Donnelly

Brazos River Authority System Operations Permit:

Applicant submitted water management plan, staff completed technical review of the
plan and the new draft permit and technical memos were mailed August 18, 2014 to
the applicant. The application has returned to the State Office of Administrative
Hearings (SOAH). The evidenciary hearing is expected to resume February 16, 2015.

Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir:

Major reservoir application in Fannin County from the North Texas Municipal Water
District. Staff revised the draft permit and technical memos, and the application
went before the Commission on September 24, 2014 to consider hearing requests. A
preliminary SOAH hearing was held in Bonham on November 10th and the
evidenciary hearing is scheduled for April 20, 2015.

Due to the drought and drought response a new team was created, the Water Rights
Compliance Assurance Team (WRCAT). The new Team Leader is Joe Nicosia.

In August the new team began mailing notices of violation (NOVs) to those water
right holders who did not submit their 2013 water use reports by the March 1, 2014
deadline. 25 NOVs will be mailed per month to non-reporters on a continual basis.
Notices of Enforcement will be mailed to those water right holders who did not
respond to the NOV starting in December or January.

Water Use Reports for 2014 will be mailed at the end of this month and are due
March 1, 2015.

New Staff:
Steve Kinal — Water Rights Compliance Assurance Team

Jane Youngblood — Contractor, Water Rights Compliance Assurance Team

Watermaster Update — Amy Settemeyer

Personnel changes to the current Watermaster programs:

Effective December 1, 2014, Jose Luna has been appointed as the new Rio Grande
Watermaster. Jose has been with the program for 30 years. Jose Davila has been
appointed as the new Assistant Rio Grande Watermaster. Both gentlemen are
located in the Eagle Pass office.

The new Brazos Watermaster program implementation is currently ongoing. Full
implementation is expected by June 1, 2015. Stakeholder meetings have been held
throughout the basin this fall with the final meeting tonight in Mineral Wells at 7pm.

Staff is finalizing the process for hiring the new Brazos Watermaster and the
administrative assistant for the program. There are currently five watermaster



specialist positions (field staff) posted externally throughout the basin and those
postings close December 18, 2014.

Commission Actions Update — Robin Smith
e September 10, 2014 the Watermaster budgets were approved for all three areas.

e North Texas Municipal Water District Bois d’Arc preliminary hearing - 15 parties
were named in that case and a schedule was developed at that time.

Announcement — [liana Delgado

Tracie Donnelly is the new Surface Water Availability Team Leader, effective January 1,
2015.

Closing — Sarah Henderson
Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 10, 2015 at 10:00am in the Agenda room.

Comments and topics for discussion can be emailed to Sarah Henderson or Sonia
Crawford.



