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Texas has some severe water
challenges
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If I were
King...
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Clean Water

Reliable Supply of Water

Fish and Aquatic Habitat

~Wildlife Habitat
Abundant Livestock Forage
Natural Beauty/Recreation







Functwn the way they
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Vegetation
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Identify the Co ponents "The Dynamics and
of a Creek / River Processes that-occur
E rg:_ jrh i)eposﬁmn
“Bankfull discharge
Slnuosity

Width : Depth Ratio
Gradient

Recruitment

Root density

Channel stability
Plant succession

Channel / Banks _
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Funchional Creelks. Rivers.

uparian Area
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February, 2012

Each year, students from my
school go camping, and I am
lucky enough to tag along as a
chaperone. The past two years
we have visited Glen Rose, TX
and have had the opportunity to
paddle on the Brazos River.
There is something special about
water and rivers in particular
that resonates with my students
and myself as well.
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Rivers serve as an important
reminder that there is a middle
ground between the “shortest path
to the goal” mindset that
permeates our culture and that
mindset’s opposite: aimless
wandering. Rivers inexorably
flow to the sea, but they do so in
an indirect way. They seem to
take their time, to enjoy the
journey as much as the
destination. When we are on the
river, the same spirit manifests
itself in us.
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I find myself lost in the sounds of
the river, in its smells, no longer
worrying about which bill to pay
next or which project to
prioritize. I never wish to arrive
at our disembarking point, nor
do I wish to delay my arrival. I
simply exist. Like my canoe in
harmony with the water, I am
for once frictionless with my
own future. Neither hoping nor
fearing what is to come, neither
fighting, fleeing, nor striving, 1
am instead gently carried
forward. It’s a powerful
reminder that our illusion of

control is yust that, an illusion.
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1ne rwer will propel me to my

destination whether I fight it or
help it. When I think about it, that’s
a metaphor for my whole existence.
Our culture is an activist culture.
We are taught to try to control
things and that to be “out of
control” is a dangerous state, and
one to be avoided at all costs. But,
some, I might say most, things are
outside of our control. We are
constantly bombarded with
messages that say we should try to
control our circumstances though
so little of what we experience is
controllable. It takes a river to
remind us that there are forces
more powerful than ourselves at

work.
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"As an adult 't able to
intellectualize all of this, but I see a
more intuittive understanding of
what the river represents in the
expressions and words of my
students. The river is one of a very
few places where I’'ve ever seen them
quiet. The river overwhelms their
capacity to express themselves.
After all, what can words say about
the river? No matter what is said,

Lweords still fall short.
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instead, my students say ail they

need to say with their expressions.
They wear calim, contented smiles.
In extreme cases they might speak,
but in one word sentences. “Wow!”
Grammatically, there is no subject
and no predicate, but logically the
subject is the river and the predicate
i1s...”’t1s.” For kids from the suburbs,
this is an amazing realization: The
river is. Places like this actually
exist.

J. B. Simpkins

Assistant Principal / Math Specialist
Universal Academy

Copppell, Texas
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John Graves on the Brazos, 1957 by Jane Graves
Courtesy The Wittliff Collections / Texas State University-San Marcos
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~ISE TO SIGNAL

Rob Cotingham

Uh, Gail, how about
you go collaborate
by yourself for a
while?

Brazos River Authority &'
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“W ie to bring together people fom radically
different fields and wait for the friction to produce
S heat, light and magic. Sometimes it takes a while.”
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To keep every cog and wheel
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The future well-being of the
Brazos River is in Your Hands




