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Investigation Comments:

INTRODUCTION
At the request of the Texas Attorney General's Office, an Industrial User Reconnaissance investigation of CES 
Environmental Services was conducted April 1, 2010 to determine compliance with applicable pretreatment and 
water quality regulations.  The facility was notified of the investigation by representatives of the Texas Attorney 
General's Office.  This investigation was part of a multimedia investigation.  Additional investigations were 
performed at the same time by Barbara Johnston, Charles Burner, Waste Section Environmental Investigators, 
Sharareh Rafati, Mike Taylor, Air Section Environmental Investigators, from the TCEQ Houston Region Office.  
Mr. John Gott, TCEQ Air Permits Engineer was also present during the investigation.  Mathew Bowman, 
President, Sam Brown of CES Environmental Services and Courtny Gabriel of the Camara and Shipley Law Firm 
were met during the investigation.  No exit interviews, explaining the results of the investigation, were performed 
due to an ongoing enforcement case.  No copies of the TCEQ Exit Interview Form were received by CES 
Environmental Service representatives because this investigation was initiated by the Attorney General Office.  
Therefore, no letter, either acknowledging compliance or informing the facility of any non-compliances, was 
issued as this will be handled through the Attorney General's Office. 

GENERAL FACILITY AND PROCESS INFORMATION 
CES Environmental Services is permitted by the City of Houston pretreatment program to discharge treated 
process wastewater to the City of Houston Sims Bayou Wastewater Treatment Facilities (WWTF).  The City of 
Houston is a publicly owned treatment works (POTW) which has an approved pretreatment program.  The CES 
Environmental Services facility is regulated by the City of Houston approved pretreatment program.  The Sims 
Bayou WWTF has a Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit (TCEQ ID. WQ0010495-002; 
EPA ID. No. TX0062201).   The City of Houston's Sims Bayou WWTF is covered under the City of Houston's 
Approved Pretreatment Program.  The pretreatment program is tracked through the Imperial Valley WWTF 
permit (TCEQ ID. WQ0010495-101; EPA ID. TX0020478).  The Pretreatment Program tracking will be 
transferred to the City of Houston 69th Street WWTF (TCEQ ID. WQ000495-090, EPA ID. TX0096172).  The 
Sims Bayou WWTF has had incidences of interference attributed to industrial users. 

The CES Environmental Services facility receives and treats third party wastes.  The facility receives hauled wastes 
from tanker trucks, drums, and totes.  The wastes can be metal bearing wastes, oily waste, and/or organic 
chemical bearing wastes.  During previous investigations, the facility was also found to be cleaning tanker trucks, 
drums, and totes.   

The main Centralized Waste Treatment (CWT) facility in the main processing building has been shut down.  The 
tanker truck cleaning bays were also not in operation.  However, the facility was still cleaning some totes and 
processing used oil.  Wastewater from the totes cleaning and used oil processing was being captured and stored 
until allowed the City to resume discharging process wastewater to the POTW.  

The sample point was inspected but was closed off.  A City of Houston employee was at the sample point 
witnessing work on the on-site lift station.  The lift-station access panels were being secured to assure that the 
facility could not pump process wastewater to the POTW without the City's knowledge.  The facility also was not 
receiving any water from the City.  To stay in operation, CES Environmental Services has been hauling water from 
another source to the site.  Water was being pumped from a tanker truck to a tote.  The tote was connected to the 
facility's water distribution system.        

The CES Environmental Services facility has been permitted by the City of Houston to discharge process 
wastewater to the POTW.  There were two permits.  The City had at one time issued a separate permit that was 
applicable to the CES Environmental Service's tanker truck cleaning facility.  However, the City has since placed 
the entire site under one permit as a CWT.  The facility is subject to applicable pretreatment standards contained 
in 40 CFR Part 437-Centralized Waste Treatment Point Source Category.  The applicable categorical pretreatment 
standards are in §437.16, .26, and .36.

The City has stopped receiving process wastewater from the facility.  Water and sewer service to the CES 
Environmental Services facility was disconnected on or around January 29, 2010.    
 
The facility has four permitted sample points.  There are separate sample points for monitoring for compliance 
with 40 CFR Part 437-Centralized Waste Treatment Point Source Category: Subpart A-Metals Treatment and 
Recovery; Subpart B-Oils Treatment and Recovery; Subpart C-Organics Treatment and Recovery.  The sample 
points were not in use due to the main CWT facility being shut down.  The fourth sample point is used for 
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determining compliance with the City of Houston's local limits.  This sample point is adjacent to a lift station.  The 
lift station was used for pumping process wastewater to the POTW.  However, the lift station has been turned off 
by the City so that CES Environmental Services can no longer discharge process wastewater to the POTW.  Prior 
to this investigation, there had been a fifth sample point which was used for compliance monitoring of the tanker 
truck trailer cleaning operation.  That sample point no longer functions as the wastewater line connected to it has 
been plugged.  The City now requires that all process wastewater must be discharged though the same point where 
local limits apply.  There was no sample point on the domestic wastewater line from the main office building.  The 
City still receives domestic wastewater from the office building.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The CES Environmental Services facility received a multimedia investigation on November 5, 2008 (See CCEDS 
Report #256409 for pretreatment issues).  There is an active enforcement case being handled by the Texas 
Attorney General's Office concerning Air and Waste issues.  There is an active enforcement case concerning 
pretreatment issues being handled by the City of Houston.  The City of Houston has cut service to the facility as 
part of the City's enforcement case.  The facility has also been investigated by the EPA.  EPA's investigation of CES 
Environmental Services is part of an initiative to inspect and regulate CWTs in the EPA Region VI area.

The CES Environmental Services facility in Houston, Texas has a general storm water permit (#TXR05T850).      
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Environmental Services was conducted April 1, 2010 to determine compliance with applicable pretreatment and 
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from tanker trucks, drums, and totes.  The wastes can be metal bearing wastes, oily waste, and/or organic 
chemical bearing wastes.  During previous investigations, the facility was also found to be cleaning tanker trucks, 
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tanker truck cleaning bays were also not in operation.  However, the facility was still cleaning some totes and 
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receiving any water from the City.  To stay in operation, CES Environmental Services has been hauling water from 
another source to the site.  Water was being pumped from a tanker truck to a tote.  The tote was connected to the 
facility's water distribution system.        

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The TCEQ investigators met with Mr. Tony Stramper of Oil Mop, Inc.  Oil Mop, Inc. was contracted by the TCEQ 
to perform sampling at the CES Environmental Services facility for the Air and Waste sections.  No samples were 
collected for the TCEQ Water Section.  Oil Mop also provided additional safety gear.  The gear included an escape 
air pack.  However, an extra air investigator was present, which resulted in the water investigator having to wait 
outside the facility to gain entry later in the day.   The Air and Waste investigators went inside the facility and met 
with CES Environmental Service's representatives and their attorneys.  While waiting outside the facility on 
Wayland Drive, the water quality investigator noted observations and took pictures of the facility.  The 
investigator observed through open doors of the main processing building, a man placing labels on drums.  The 
investigator took pictures of the man and the labeled drums. Pictures were also taken of storm drains along the 
fence, of areas where spills had occurred on the CES Environmental Service property, and of a disconnected air 
scrubber for the CWT operation.  

The investigator entered the facility with the Oil Mop personnel at about 8:30 AM.  The Oil Mop personnel set up 
a staging area within the CES Environmental Service facility through a back gate.  While limited to the staging 
area, the investigator was able to take pictures of the oil processing area, the tanker truck cleaning area, and 
miscellaneous areas next to the Oil Mop staging area.  The pictures of the tanker truck cleaning area verified that 
the wash bays were not in operation.  The pictures of the oil processing area verified that tanker trailers used as 
processing tanks are located outside of the secondary containment.  

The escape air pack arrived on-site.  The investigator was able to travel through the rest of the facility around 9:00 
AM.  The investigator looked at the drum washing area, the tote washing building, the area between the tote 
washing building and the main processing building, and the main processing building.  The tote washing building 
was still active.  CES Environmental Services uses hauled water for cleaning the totes.  Wastewater from the totes 
cleaning is captured and stored on-site.  The area between the totes cleaning building and the main processing 
building had evidence of past spills. The area had a whitish residue which had stained the concrete pad.  Evidence 
of the residue was observed going towards the fence between the main processing building and Wayland Drive.

The main processing building contains an on-site laboratory, drum storage area, drum off loading area, and the 
main CWT wastewater treatment facilities.  Upon entering the main building, the investigator met with the TCEQ 
waste section investigators.  The drums which the investigator had earlier observed being labeled were pointed 
out to the waste investigators.   The main CWT operation area was investigated and found not to be in operation.  
There were fractionating (frac) tanks found adjacent to the main building.  The frac tanks were being used to store 
process wastewater.  There was a storm drain near the frac tanks.        

CONCLUSION:
Upon conducting a complete tour of the facility, the investigator found no ongoing pretreatment issues.  However, 
it was determined that the general storm water permit held by the facility was inappropriate.  40 CFR §437.2(d) 
defines Centralized Waste Treatment wastewater as any wastewater generated as a result of CWT activities.  CWT 
wastewater includes contaminated storm water. 40 CFR §437.2(e) defines contaminated storm water as meaning 
"...any storm water that comes in contact with CWT wastes,  the waste handling and treatment areas or other 
centralized waste treatment wastewater as defined in paragraph (d) of this section."  The area between the totes 
cleaning building and the main processing building was exposed to storm water.  The processing tanks for the 
used oils treatment were found to be outside secondary containment.  The frac tanks outside the main CWT 
building were also exposed to storm water.  The air scrubber was located between the main processing building 
and the fence along Wayland Drive.  There was no secondary containment around the air scrubber.  According to 
the process wastewater definition in 40 CFR Part 437, these areas are CWT processing areas.  Any discharge of 
storm water from these and other areas requires an individual TPDES permit to be able to discharge the 
wastewater to the waters of the state.

The other issue was the white residue found on the concrete between the totes cleaning building and the main 
processing building.  The white residue must be removed from the area so as not to discharge to the waters of the 
State.        
NOV Date 05/28/2010 Method WRITTEN
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OUTSTANDING ALLEGED VIOLATION(S)

ASSOCIATED TO A NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Track Number: 399277 Compliance Due Date: To Be Determined

Violation Start Date: Unknown

30 TAC Chapter 281.25(a)
TWC Chapter 26.121

Alleged Violation:

Investigation:  802921 Comment Date: 05/28/2010

Failure to obtain an appropriate Texas pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) discharge permit and to 
prevent discharges to the waters of the State of Texas.  CES Environmental Services was found to have several 
processes located where storm water could become contaminated.  The areas are near storm drains and property 
fence lines.  There was no secondary containment.  One of the areas was found to have a white residue which 
trailed to the fence along Wayland Drive.  The white residue came from the wash bays used to clean totes.  The 
area is located between the totes cleaning building and the main processing building.  The CES Environmental 
Services Houston facility is subject to applicable pretreatment standards contained in 40 CFR Part 437 - 
Centralized Waste Treatment Point Source Category (CWT).  The CES Environmental Services facility in 
Houston, Texas has a general storm water permit (#TXR05T850).  40 CFR 437.2(d) defines CWT wastewater.  
The definition includes the processes which do not have secondary containment at the CES Environmental 
Services Houston facility and contaminated storm water.  40 CFR 437.2(e) defines contaminated storm water.  
The definition includes all storm water which falls in the processing areas.  So long as storm water falls within a 
process area at a CWT facility, that storm water by definition is contaminated storm water and is CWT 
wastewater.  The discharge of CWT wastewater (contaminated storm water) to the waters of the State of Texas 
requires an individual TPDES permit.

Investigation:  887688 Comment Date: 01/06/2011

See the above violation.

Recommended Corrective Action:  CES Environmental Service must either obtain an individual TPDES 
permit from the TCEQ, or cease discharging all process wastewater (including contaminated storm water as 
defined by 40 CFR Part 437) to the waters of the State.  In addition, the residue found between the building 
where the totes are cleaned and the main processing building must be removed so as to prevent the material from 
being discharged to the waters of the State of Texas.

Signed 
____________________________________

Environmental Investigator

Date ___________

Signed 
____________________________________

Supervisor

Date ___________
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Attachments: (in order of final report submittal)

___Enforcement Action Request (EAR)

___Letter to Facility (specify type) : __________

Investigation Report

___Sample Analysis Results

___Manifests

___Notice of Registration

___Maps, Plans, Sketches

___Photographs

___Correspondence from the facility

___Other (specify) :

_______________________________

_______________________________
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