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Overview of Community Relations Plan

This community relations plan (CRP) identifies issues of community concern regarding the proposed
ArChem/Thames Chelsea dtate Superfund (ArChem) ste in Houston, Harris County, Texas. It dso
outlines the anticipated community relaions activities to be conducted during each phase of the Remedia
Investigation/Feasibility Study for the ArChem dite.

The ArChem ste community relations plan has been prepared to aid the Texas Naturd Resource
Conservation Commission (TNRCC) in developing a community relations program tailored to the needs
of the community affected by the ArChem site.

This plan is based primarily on the information from the TNRCC Hazard Ranking System package
prepared for the Site.

Site Profile
Site Location and Description
Latitude 29E36' 46" N
Longitude 95E11' 55" W
Media Affected: Soil
Contaminants: Toluene, Isophorone, Antimony triacetate, Bis (2 ethylhexyl) phthalate,

Furfurd ddehyde, Barium, Chromium, 1,1,2,2-tetrachloroethane

The ArChem gteis located a 13103 Conklin Lane and Beltway 8, which is gpproximately a haf mile
northwest of the intersection of State Highway 3 and Interstate Highway 45 in Southeast Houston, Harris
County, Texas.



Background

The 10-acre Ste was formerly a speciaty chemica manufacturing facility. The Ste hasbeen inective and
abandoned since 1991. Remova actions by the TNRCC; its predecessor agency, the Texas Water
Commission; andtheU. S. Environmentd Protection Agency (EPA), were performed between September
1992 and August 1996, and included removing from the ste: al drums of liquid/dudge and/or solid
chemicd wadtes, dl surface reactor or Sorage vessels containing resdua chemica wadtes; various Sze
process piping containing resdua chemica process wadtes, and al chemica waste-contaminated water
and dudge from an on-dite liquid separator.

Site Chronology

(Note: The gtate agency referred to in this chronology as the Texas Water Commission (TWC) is now
known asthe Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC). The new agency, TNRCC,
became effective September 1, 1993, as mandated under State Senate Bill 2 of the 73" regular Legiddive
Session.)

The TNRCC's knowledge of the early operations history of the ArChem steisincomplete a thistime.
The four (4) tracts of land (Tracts 2,4,7, and 8) that comprise the Site today were owned by different
companies throughout the property’s history.

June 21, 1990 ArChem Company files bankruptcy.

October 1990 Thames Chelsea Chemical USA becomesoperator at the sitethrough alease
purchase agreement approved by the Bankruptcy Court.

January 1991 Thames Chelsea Chemical USA ceases operations a the Site.
April 1991 Siteis abandoned.
October 31, 1991 TWC sends letters to potentially responsible parties (PRPs) requesting

information on the ste and alowing PRPs the opportunity to conduct a
preliminary investigation, immediate remova, or cleanup.

April-September 1992 TWC does removd to temporarily stabilize the Ste until completion of
purchase through Bankruptcy Court.

August 1992 TWC respondsto areease of duminum chloride.

April 1993 TWC performs removal action at the Site to dispose of wastewater, and
hazardous waste, and to repack drums on the Site.



April to August
1993

August 1993

August 17, 1993

May 28, 1994

December 2, 1994

March 29, 1995

April 20, 1995

1995 through 1996

February 1997

August 13, 1999

April 15, 2001

PRPs perform limited response actions at the site.

TNRCC sendslettersto PRPs informing them that $520,326 has been spent
thus far and requesting information on the Site.

Harzardous Ranking System (HRS) score is completed. The Site scores
39.79 based on groundwater pathway.

Vapor cloud is reported leaving the site which was caused by auminum
chloridestored onthesite. EPA conducts assessment and air monitoring and
cleans up spilled materid.

TNRCC sends letters to PRPs informing them that $721,673 has been spent
thus far and offering them the opportunity to conduct aremova action.

The baance of the Texas Spill Response Fund prevents TNRCC from
conducting any removal work at the site. TNRCC sends letter to EPA
requesting for an EPA- lead emergency response to address the immediate
threats posed by the site.

TNRCC contractor completes initia PRP search.

EPA conducts remova of drums and process and storage vessels on the
gte.

EPA contractor issues a report summarizing the removal action.

Letter from EPA to TNRCC designates the Site as “No Further Response
Action Planned” by EPA and refersthe siteto the State for any further action,

as necessay.

TNRCC sendslettersto PRPsinforming them of TNRCC' sintent to propose
the gte to the State Superfund registry and to propose commercia/industria
land use designation. Letters aso included information regarding June 12,
2001 public meeting and offered PRPs the opportunity to fund or conduct
remedid investigation and feesibility study.



May 4, 2001

May 5, 2001

June 12, 2001

TNRCC publishes lega notice in the Houston Chronicle and Texas
Register (26 TexReg 3413) proposing thesiteto the state Superfund registry,
and dso proposing indudtrid land use specifications for remediating the Ste
contamination.

TNRCC sendslettersto additional PRPsinforming them of TNRCC' sintent
to proposethe steto the state Superfund registry and to propose an industrial
land use designation. Letters aso included information regarding June 12,
2001 meeting and offered PRPs the opportunity to fund or conduct remedial
investigations and feasihility study.

TNRCC conducts a public meseting to receive citizens comments a Dobie
High School, 11111 Beamer Road, Houston, Texas.



Community Profile

The ArChem siteislocated a 13103 Conklin Lane, Houston, Harris County, Texas. The City of Houston
is governed by a mayor and a 14-member council. The city is divided into nine council digtricts, each
represented by aspecific council member. Thefive other membersof the council aredected onan a-large
bass The ArChem dteiswithin Didrict E, the specific area served by Councilman Rob Todd. At the
county level, thesteisin Harris County Precinct #2 served by County Commissioner Jm Fonteno. At the
state leve, the dite is within the boundary of House Didtrict #147 served by Representative Garnet
Coleman. Inthe date Senate, itisin Digtrict #11, served by Senator Mike Jackson.

The U.S. Census estimates the 2000 population for this Census Tract, Number 3211, at 3,645 withrace
asfollows

Race* Per cent
White 68.9
Black or African American 10.0
American Indian & Alaska Native 0.4
Agan 2.9
Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Idander | 0.0
Some other race 17.8

*Higpanic or Latino may be of any race, percent is 31.4.

Thereare gpproximately 1,648 occupied housing units, with 65.9% being renter-occupied. Approximately
63% of the householders are between the ages of 15 to 44 years of age.

Harris County has other state and federd Superfund sites (see Harris County map in Appendices). The
closest Superfund stes are Brio Refining and Dixie Oil Processors, gpproximetey four miles away.



Community I nvolvement

A public meeting was held on Tuesday, June 12, 2001, 7:00 p.m. a Dobie High School, 11111 Beamer
Road, in Houston, Texas. The meeting was held to take public comment on the proposa of the Siteto
the state Superfund registry and to propose a non-residential land use designation. Legal notices were
published in the May 4, 2001 editions of the Texas Register and the Houston Chronicle.

Fifteen citizens signed the attendance register at the meeting. Concerns and questions expressed & the
mesting included:

(1) What isthe proximity of water wellsto the Ste?

(2) Isthe TNRCC aware of the close proximity of an eementary schoal to the Ste?
(3) Where were the drums on the site disposed?

(4 Why were some drums left on the Site and not disposed?

(5) Isthe depth of monitor wells adequate?



Specific Objectives of the Community Relations Program

Maintain open communications between the TNRCC, city, county and State officias, and area
residents.

Continue to expand the mailing list, as necessary, to include additiona agencies, organizationsand
resdentsthat are interested in the project.

Provide acommunity relations contact from whominterested parties can receive information on
dte activities, project status, and study results.

Provide citizens, involved agencies, eected officids, and the media with accurate, timely
information about Ste-reated activities by issuing press rel eases and holding community meetings.

Attend public meetings. Respond to telephone inquiries and written correspondence.

Provide dl information, especidly technicd findings, in language that is understandable to the
generd public and ina form useful to interested citizens and eected officids. Thiswill be done
through the preparation of fact sheets and news releases when mgjor findings are made available
during project phases.

Monitor community concerns and information requirements as the project progresses.

Modify the Community Relations Plan to address changes in community needs and to maintain
accuracy during different project phases.



Community Relations Techniques

Project status briefing for state and locd officids - to periodicaly inform state and locd officids
of project developments over the course of the project.

Project satus briefingsfor community groups and concerned citizens (may include publicmeetings,
if needed) - to periodicdly inform the community of significant project developments and findings,
to respond to inquiries accordingly, and incorporate loca concerns into the decison-making
process as appropriate.

Informa meetings (if needed) with residents - to provide an opportunity for affected resdents to
express any concerns and to make inquires to ensure effective two-way communication.

Program document repository - to maintain an easily accessible repository through which
the public may review project outputs.

Texas Natura Resource Conservation Commission State Superfund Internet Homepage -
to provide timely, current information on state Superfund activities on the World Wide Web at the
following web address:

www.tnrec.state tx.us/permitting/remed/superfund/index.html

Community Relations Plan - to reflect changes in Ste activities or local concerns. After the
Proposed Remedid Action Document (PRAD) has been issued, the CRP will be revised to
address implementation of the selected remedid action.



City of Houston

The Honorable Lee Brown
Mayor, City of Houston
P.O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562

The Honorable Rob Todd
City Councilmember Didrict E
P. O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562

The Honorable Annise D. Parker

City Councilmember a Large, Podtion 1
P. O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562

The Honorable Gordon Quan

City Councilmember a Large, Podtion 2
P. O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562

The Honorable Orlando Sanchez

City Councilmember at Large, Postion 3
P. O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562

The Honorable Chris Bdll

City Councilmember at Large, Postion 4
P. O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562

The Honorable Carroll Robinson

City Councilmember at Large, Postion 5
P. O. Box 1562

Houston, TX 77251-1562
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Elected Officials

State of Texas

The Honorable Garnet Coleman
Texas House of Representatives
P.O. Box 12068

Austin, TX 78711

District address:
5445 Almeda, Ste 403
Houston, TX 77004

The Honorable Mike Jackson
Texas State Senate

P.O. Box 12068

Audtin, TX 78711

Digtrict address.
1109 Fairmont Parkway
Pasadena, TX 77505

Harris County

The Honorable Robert Eckels
Harris County Judge

Harris County Courthouse
1001 Preston

Houston, TX 77002

The Honorable Jm Fonteno

Harris County Commissioner Precinct #2
1001 Preston, Suite 950

Houston, TX 77002



AreaMedia

Houston Chronicle
P.O. Box 200088
Houston, TX 77216

South Belt Leader
11555 Beamer Rd
Houston, TX 77089
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Key Project Personnel

Mr. Rob Conti, Project Manager
TNRCC Remediation Divison
Physicd Address. 12100 Park 35 Circle

Building D, Room 298

MC-143

Ausdtin, TX 78753
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 13087

MC-143

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Telephone: 1-800-633-9363 or 512-239-2495

rconti @tnrcc.state.tx.us

Ms. Janie Montemayor

Community Relations Coordinator

Remediation Divison

Physica Address: 12100 Park 35 Circle
Building D, Room 200-40
MC-225
Augtin, TX 78753

Mailing Address. P.O. Box 13087
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MC-225
Augtin, TX 78711-3087
Telephone: 1-800-633-9363 or 512-239-3844

E-Mall: jmontema@tnrcc.statetx.us
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Program Document Repositories

Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
Records Management Center
Physica Address: Building D, Room 190

12100 Park 35 Circle, Mail Code 199
Augtin, TX 78753

Mailing Address. P.O. Box 13987, Mail Code 199
Austin, TX 78711-3087

Telephone: 1-800-633-9363 or 512-239-2920

Bracewell Branch Library
10115 Kleckley Dr.
Houston, TX 77075

Telephone: 713-948-9052
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