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COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN
for

  Cass County Treating Company Proposed State Superfund Site
Linden, Cass County, Texas

January 2006

Overview of Community Relations Plan

This community relations plan identifies issues of community concern regarding the
Cass County Treating Company Proposed State Superfund Site, located in Linden,
Cass County, Texas.  This community relations plan also outlines the anticipated
community relations activities to be conducted during each phase of the cleanup at the
Cass County Treating Company (CCT) site.

The Cass County Treating Company community relations plan has been prepared to aid
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) in developing a community
relations program tailored to the needs of the community affected by the CCT facility. 
The TCEQ will conduct community relations activities to ensure that the local public has
input to decisions and access to information about Superfund activities at the CCT site.

The TCEQ has the responsibility for managing the cleanup of this site, and the TCEQ
remediation division will oversee all community relations activities at the site.

(Note: The state predecessor agencies:  Texas Water Quality Board (TWQB), Texas Department of Water
Resources (TDWR), Texas Water Commission (TWC), Texas Air Control Board (TACB), and the Texas
Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC), referred to throughout this document are now
known as the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  The new agency name, TCEQ,
became effective September 1, 2002, as mandated under House Bill 2912 of the 77th Regular Legislative
Session.) 

Site Profile

Site Description:

Cass County Treating Company is a 17.07 acre site located at 304 Hall Street within the
southeastern city limits of Linden, Texas.

The site is coordinates are Latitude 33° 00' 10" North and Longitude 94° 21' 02" West. 

The site is bordered by residential areas to the west and north and undeveloped
wooded areas to the south and east.  The facility is unsecured, it does not have a
perimeter fence or gates to limit access.  No warning signs are posted at the buried
surface impoundments or the site's perimeter.
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Site History:

The Cass County Treating Company (CCTC) began preserving wood with
pentachlorophenol (PCP) in the 1960's.  In 1976, CCTC backfilled three surface
impoundments which had been used for the disposal of PCP -contaminated
wastewater.  In 1984 the facility switched from pentachlorophenol to chromated copper
arsenate (CCA) for preserving wood.  In 1986, a Texas Water Commission (TWC)
sampling inspection documented PCP releases into a drainage ditch and spring water
leaving the site.

November 25, 1986, the TWC issued a Notice of Violation letter to Charles Evans,
CCTC president, which included five violations and request for written response to cited
requirements. 

February 10, 1987, the TWC issued a Notice of Violation letter to Charles Evans which
included five violations.

June 8, 1987, four monitor wells were installed at CCTC and the cap on the buried
surface impoundments was determined to be unsuitable. The size of the buried surface
impoundment area was noted to be 0.7 acres. 

February 2, 1988, the TWC issued a letter to Jones and Neuse, Inc., CCTC consultant, 
that the construction specifications for the dike reconstruction and cap installation
appeared to be sufficient and agreed that quarterly groundwater monitoring should be
conducted.

June 20, 1989, the TWC issued a Notification of Contamination of Usable Ground Water
to Cass County officials and Cass County Treating Company.

In 1988, Jones and Neuse, contractor for CCTC conducted four quarterly groundwater
sampling events. During each groundwater sampling event, all three down gradient
monitor wells showed evidence of phenolic organic contamination.

January 16, 1992, the TWC issued a Notice of Violation Letter to Charles Evans,
President of CCTC, concerning the presence of pentachlorophenol compounds in the
ground water at his facility. 

November 14, 1996, the TNRCC's Enforcement Division issued a Notice of
Solid Waste Violations letter to CCTC. 

February 10,1997, the TNRCC issued Mr. Charles Evans a proposed Agreed Order with
an administrative penalty of $36,760.00 and a Notice of Enforcement Action For
Settlement purposes Only. 

March 6, 1997, a Settlement Conference was held. The Cass County Treating
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Company stated they would comply with Ordering Provision #2 concerning groundwater
assessment and remediation and assessing the surface water drainage, but they were
financially unable to pay the assessed penalty.

May 2, 1997, the TNRCC issued a response letter to a complainant regarding
pentachlorophenol seeping from the buried surface impoundment at CCTC. Two of the
three surface water samples collected indicated detections of pentachlorophenol.

April 22, 1997, the TNRCC issued a certified letter to CCTC stating that the 60 day
deadline had expired and the offer to settle the case was withdrawn. The case was then
transferred to the Litigation Support Division. 

August 22, 1997, the TNRCC Litigation Support Division referred the CCTC
enforcement action to the State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAR). 

March 23, 1998, the State Office of Administrative Hearings issued an Order of
Dismissal for SOAR Docket No. 582-97-1706. The Order was issued based on CCTC's
financial inability to pay for remediation costs or administrative penalties. 

Apri120, 1998, the TNRCC Enforcement Division referred the CCTC site to the TNRCC
Site Assessment Section of the Pollution Cleanup Division.  

In June 1997, CCTC ceased operating and leased the facility and equipment to Arnold
Forest Products for ten years with an option to buy the land.

June 17, 1998, the TNRCC Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program
completed a Screening Report for the Cass County Treating Company Site.  A deed
search was conducted on October 24, 2002.  The Cass County Appraisal Office records
indicate the owner of the site is listed as Cass County Treating Company C/O Arnold
Forest Products.  Cass County records indicate Cass County Treating Company
(CCTC) is the owner of the site and no taxes have been paid since 1997.  As of October
2002, CCTC owed Cass County property taxes totaling $8,819.26.  Even though CCTC
is the legal owner of the site, Charles Evans has continued to lease the site, since
CCTC ceased operations in 1997.  Arnold Forest Products purchased and used the
storage tanks for CCA solution and the pressure vessel to treat posts.  Arnold Forest
Products sold all the treating equipment to Julian Lumber Company, Inc.  Julian Lumber
Company began leasing the site from Charles Evans and operating the treating 
plant, during July 2004.  

During January 2004, a State Hazard Ranking System (HRS) sample plan was
approved and the TCEQ selected URS Corporation to conduct the sampling event
which was completed during the week of February 2, 2004.  The analytical data for the
soil, sediment, and monitor well samples was rejected by the TCEQ and the sampling
event was rescheduled and conducted the week of June 14, 2004.  The City of Linden's
public supply wells were re-sampled on September 8,2004, due to the February 2004
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detection of bis(2-ethylhexy1)phthalate in excess of its Maximum Contaminant Level
(MCL).  The analytical results of the samples collected from the City of Linden's public
supply wells, on September 8, 2004, were received by the TCEQ on September 22,
2004.

On September 2004, the TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program
completed the Hazard Ranking System Package. The CCTC site scored 13.25. The site
was referred to the Superfund Cleanup Section in October 2004. 
During April - June, 2005, the Superfund Cleanup Section reviewed the files and began
the Site Initiation Checklist process.

On August 2005, Julian Lumber company ceased the CCTC site operation and was
planning to remove their equipments from the site.

September - December 2005, the TCEQ State Lead Section and the Community
Relations Section prepared a package for listing CCTC as a State superfund Site in the
Texas Register.

Community Profile

In 2000 the U.S. Census Bureau estimated the population of Cass County at 30,133, a
1% decrease from the 2000 U.S. Census estimate.  The 2000 ethnicity estimates of
Cass County by the U.S. Census were: white, 77.88%; Black, 19.71%; Hispanic, 1.73%;
other .67%
.
The 2000 U.S. Census estimated the population of Linden at 2,214.

Linden’s economy relies on wood treating plants and the timber/lumber industry.

Community Involvement and Concerns

Other than the May 1997, complaint letter regarding pentacholorophenol seeping from
the buried surface impoundment, there have been no inquiries to the TCEQ regarding
the Cass County Treating site.
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Specific Objectives of the Community Relations Program

A. Maintain open communications between the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality and area residents, as well as City of Linden, Cass
County and State officials.

 
B. Continue to expand the mailing list to include additional agencies, 

organizations, and residents that are interested in the project.
 

C. Provide a community relations contact from whom interested parties can
receive information on site activities, project status, and study results.

 
D. Provide all information, especially technical findings, in a language that is

understandable to the general public and in a form useful to interested
citizens and elected officials through the preparation of fact sheets and
news releases, when major findings become available during project
phases.

 
E. Monitor community concerns and information requirements as the project

progresses.
 

F. Modify the CRP to address changes in community needs and maintain
accuracy during different project phases.

 
G. Provide for and attend public meetings.

 
H. Respond to telephone inquiries and written correspondence in a timely,

accurate manner.
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Community Relations Techniques

A. Project Status Briefings for community groups and concerned citizens
(may include public meetings, if needed) - To periodically inform the
general community of significant project developments and findings; to
respond to inquiries accordingly and incorporate local concerns into the
decision making process as appropriate.

B. Project Mailing List - To provide the means through which press releases,
project status reports and other significant communications can be
distributed to concerned groups and individuals.

C. Public Consultations - To conduct informal meetings (if needed) with
residents.  To provide an opportunity for affected residents to express any
concerns and to make inquiries to ensure effective two-way
communication.

D. Program Document Repository - To maintain an easily accessible
repository through which the public may review project outputs. 

E. TCEQ State Superfund Internet Homepage - To provide current, timely
information on state Superfund activities on the World Wide Web at: 
www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/permitting/remed/superfund

F. CRP - To reflect changes in site activities or local concerns.  After the
Proposed Remedial Action Document (PRAD) has been issued, the CRP
will be revised to address implementation of the selected remedial action
alternative.
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Area Elected Officials

State

The Honorable Kevin Eltife
State Senate
5411 Plaza Drive Suite D
Texarkana, Texas 75503
Telephone: 903/223-7931 
Fax: 903/223-7963

The Honorable Kevin Eltife
State Senate
P.O. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711
Telephone: 512/463-0101

The Honorable Stephen Frost 
Texas House of Representatives
P.O. Box 248
New Boston, TX 75570
Telephone: 903/628-8466
Fax: 903/628-8470 

The Honorable Stephen Frost 
Texas House of Representatives
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768
Telephone: 512/463-0692
Toll Free Telephone: 1-866-887-2295
Fax: 512/463-0902 

County

The Honorable Charles McMichael
Cass County Judge
P.O. Box 825
Linden, Texas 75563
Telephone: 903/756-5181
Fax: 903/756-5732

City

The Honorable Kenny Hamilton
Mayor
City of Linden
P.O. Box 419
Linden, Texas 75563 
Telephone: 903/756-7502
Fax: 903/756-7980
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Area News Media

Cass County Sun
Attn. Editor
P.O. Box 920
Linden, Texas 75563
Telephone: 903/756-7369
Fax: 903/756-3038

Atlanta Citizens Journal 
Attn. Editor
P.O. Box 1188
Atlanta, Texas 75551
Telephone: 903/796-7133
Fax: 903/796-3294

KCMC-AM/KFYX-FM
Attention: News Director
615 Olive Street 
Texarkana, Texas 75501 
Telephone: 903/793-4671

KTFS-AM 
Attention: News Director
615 Olive Street 
Texarkana, Texas 75501
Telephone: 903/793-4671

KALT-AM/KPYN-FM
P.O. Box 1166
Atlanta, Texas 75551
Telephone: 903/796-2817

KTAL-TV
Attention: News, Assignments Editor
3225 Summerhill Road
Texarkana, Texas 75505
Telephone: 903/793-1133
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Key Project Personnel

Sue Rogers      
Project Manager                             
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
P.O. Box 13087     MC-127
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-6213
srogers@tceq.state.tx.us

Bruce McAnally
Community Relations Coordinator
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087      MC-142
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-2141
bmcanall@tceq.state.tx.us

Barbara Watson
Staff Attorney
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087     MC-173
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-2044
bawatson@tceq.state.tx.us

Project Document Repositories

(Physical Address)
TCEQ
Record Management
Building E, North Entrance, First Floor
12100 Park 35 Circle
Austin, Texas 78753
Telephone: 512/239-2920

Atlanta Public Library
101 West Hiram Street
Atlanta, Texas 75551
Telephone: 903/796-2112

(Mailing Address)
TCEQ
Records Management
MC-199
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087


