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Water Quality Standards 

• The Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards establish goals for the 
quality of streams, rivers, lakes, and 
bays throughout the state. 
 

• Water quality standards identify 
appropriate uses, including recreation 
and aquatic life and the criteria for 
evaluating support of those uses. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Standards are written by the TCEQ under authority of the Clean Water Act and the Texas Water Code. The Standards are effective for Clean Water Act purposes when they are approved by EPA.

Selected designated uses and criteria (Appendix A, TSWQS) for the Atascosa River
High Aquatic Life Use
Dissolved oxygen (DO) is an indicator of stream health
DO average of 5.0 mg/L
DO minimum of 3.0 mg/L
Contact Recreation
E. coli geometric mean of 126 MPN/100 mL





Texas Water Quality 
Standards Revisions 
n Standards are revised every three 

years to address: 
– new information about pollutants, 
– additional data about water quality in 

specific waters, and  
– new state and federal regulatory 

requirements 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Standards are currently in the revision process.

An open-participation group called the Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Work Group provides guidance on options available for revising the standards. The group includes representatives from water associations, agricultural industry, government groups, and environmental groups.  Smaller watershed specific groups, like this one, also inform the TCEQ along the way.




Appreciation of Your 
Input 
n Identify sampling locations 
n Landowner access  
n Changes in stream flow 
n Historical and seasonal changes 
n Accounts of recreational activities 

(swimming, wading, fishing) 
n Public comments 
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Revisions Under 
Development 
n Changing Atascosa River boundaries to 

more closely match observed stream 
flow 

n Assign appropriate aquatic life and 
dissolved oxygen criteria 

n Assign appropriate recreation criteria 
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2013 Revision to Texas 
Water Quality Standards 
n RUAA Report comments received (August and September, 

2011) 
n Advisory Meetings 

– Atascosa Stakeholder Meetings (November 2009, August 
2011, August 2012) 

– Statewide Standards Advisory Workgroups (March, May 
2012) 

n Proposed (April, 2013) 
n 45-day public comment period 
n Public hearing (June, 2013) 
n Comment period ended (June, 2013) 
n Adoption Agenda (October, 2013) 
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Contact Information 

Jill Csekitz 
E-mail  jill.csekitz@tceq.texas.gov 
Telephone 512/239-3136  
Fax  512/239-4410 fax 
Mail  PO Box 13087 (MC 234) 
   Austin, TX 78711-3087 
Web http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/standards/eq_swqs.html 
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