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Executive Summary 
Pursuant to Executive Order RP 49, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
submitted an Energy Savings Plan that detailed a number of measures that the agency will be 
implementing in order to reduce energy consumption.  This is the first of the periodic updates 
that the agency will be providing regarding the current status of the energy conservation efforts 
identified in the December 2005 TCEQ Energy Savings Plan. 

 
The Plan calls for a 5% reduction in energy consumption over the five-year period starting 
January 1, 2006.  At the time the Plan was originally submitted, data regarding consumption of 
electricity,  natural  gas,  and  motor  fuels  (gasoline/diesel  and  liquid  propane)  was  not  yet 
available.  As a result, this update provides baselines for each of the categories of energy 
consumption that the agency will be tracking.  A summary of these baselines is provided in the 
table below. 

 
TCEQ Energy Consumption Baselines 

 
  

Annual Monthly 
Average 

 
1st Quarter 

Monthly Avg. 

 
2nd Quarter 
Monthly Avg. 

 
3rd Quarter 

Monthly Avg. 

 
4th Quarter 

Monthly Avg. 

  Electricity  1,140,000 kWh 980,604 kWh 1,133,092 kWh 1,361,120 kWh 1,075,244 kWh 
 

 Gas/Diesel 17,00 gallons 16,300 gallons 18,600 gallons 17,300 gallons 15,700 gallons 
 

Fleet Fuels 
 

Liquid Propane 
 

6,800 gallons 
 

7,500 gallons 
 

7,500 gallons 
 

5,800 gallons 
 

6,300 gallons 

 Total 23,800 gallons 23,800 gallons 26,100 gallons 23,100 gallons 22,000 gallons 

 
Natural Gas   

N/A 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
The agency’s Plan for achieving the new 5% energy reduction goal includes both existing 
measures  that  were  already  included  in  the  FY  2003  Resource  Efficiency  Plan  and  new 
measures.  The measures involve four major components including: 

 
• Existing Energy Savings Measures; 
• New Energy Savings Measures; 
• Cooperative Measures with the TBPC; and 
• Fleet Fuel Management Measures 

 
Because responsibility for facilities management and maintenance of the five state-owned 
buildings at Park 35 was transferred from the TCEQ to the Texas Building and Procurement 
Commission on September 1, 2003, the TBPC, with input from the Support Services Division of 
the  Office  of  Administrative  Services,  is  the  primary  point  of  contact  for  all  resource 
conservation and energy management projects at the TCEQ. 

 
This update will be posted on the TCEQ external web site for public review and comment, along 
with the original Energy Savings Plan and future quarterly updates. 
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TCEQ Energy Consumption Baseline 
In measuring progress towards the goal of a 5% reduction in energy consumption by January 
2011, the TCEQ will be using the average recorded monthly consumption of electricity and fleet 
fuels during calendar year 2005. 

 
The baseline energy consumption levels are provided below.  At the time it was submitted, total 
monthly energy consumption figures for each of the categories were not yet available to be 
included in the Energy Savings Plan submitted in December 2005.  Future quarterly updates will 
provide updates on the agency’s progress towards reaching its reduction goals. 

 
Electricity Consumption Baseline 

 
2005 Total Monthly Electricity Consumption: Park 35 Campus 
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Electricity use for the six buildings included in the TCEQ Park 35 Campus totaled more than 
13.5 million kilowatt (kWh) hours for the period between January 1, 2005, and December 31, 
2005.  The graph above summarizes total monthly energy consumption for the Park 35 Campus, 
which amounted to an average monthly total consumption of approximately 1.14 million kWh 
per month. 

 
This monthly average of 1.14 million kWh will be used as the baseline for measuring annual 
progress.  However, because seasonal changes in weather may affect electricity consumption 
levels, a second monthly average has been calculated from the total electricity consumption for 
each quarter during 2005. This monthly average for each quarter is shown in the graph below. 
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2005 Average Monthly Electricity Consumption (by quarter) 
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Since March 1, 2001, the TCEQ has subscribed to the Austin Energy GreenChoice program in 
purchasing  power  for  the  six  buildings  in  the  Park  35  Campus.  Under  the  terms  of  this 
agreement, 100% of the electricity used at the Park 35 Campus is designated as GreenChoice. 
While the nature of the electric delivery grid does not allow for only “renewable” energy to be 
delivered to the Park 35 Campus, this commitment by the TCEQ helps increase the capacity for 
renewable energy, decreasing the demand for electricity from non-renewable sources. 

 
Fleet Fuel Consumption Baseline 

 
2005 Total Fleet Fuel Consumption (in gallons) 

 

2005 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 

Gas/Diesel 
 

15,674 
 

15,566 
 

17,622 
 

18,087 
 

18,006 
 

19,622 
 

15,312 
 

16,817 
 

19,883 
 

17,559 
 

15,056 
 

14,397 
 

LPG 
 

7,211 
 

7,319 
 

8,090 
 

8,830 
 

7,361 
 

6,458 
 

6,548 
 

5,550 
 

5,254 
 

7,609 
 

6,029 
 

5,107 
 

Total 
 

22,884 
 

22,884 
 

25,712 
 

26,917 
 

25,366 
 

26,080 
 

21,860 
 

22,367 
 

25,137 
 

25,168 
 

21,085 
 

19,504 
 
 

Total consumption of gasoline, diesel, and liquid propane fuels for the TCEQ fleet totaled nearly 
250,000 gallons for the year beginning January 1, 2005, and ending December 31, 2005.  The 
table above details the total fleet consumption (in gallons) for each month.  This amounted to an 
average monthly consumption of approximately 23,750 gallons. 

 
Natural Gas Consumption Baseline 
A baseline for natural gas consumption has not been calculated, because the TCEQ cannot 
significantly  impact  natural  gas  consumption.    Only  one  building  in  the  Park  35  Campus, 
Building A, receiving natural gas service, and aside from the two water heaters in Building A 
fueled by natural gas, the majority of the natural gas consumed in Building A is used by the 
private contractors operating the cafeteria facilities.  However, the natural gas water heaters are 
supplemented by solar panels installed on the roof of Building A.  The TCEQ has requested 
confirmation from the TBPC that these solar panels are operating effectively. 
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TCEQ Electricity Consumption Update 
Data is currently only available for the months of January and February 2006.  While this update 
will include this monthly information, future quarterly updates will provide information for the 
entire first quarter. 

 
2006 First Quarter Electricity Consumption 
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As the graph above shows, electricity consumption for the month of January 2006 (1,066,606 
kWh) was well below the annual monthly average but higher than the monthly average for first 
quarter months.  Electricity consumption or the month of February 2006 (954,454 kWh) was 
below both the annual monthly average and the monthly average for the first quarter. 
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TCEQ Fleet Update 
Data is currently only available for the months of January and February 2006.  While this update 
will include this monthly information, future quarterly updates will provide information for the 
entire first quarter. 

 
TCEQ Fleet Fuel Consumption: First Quarter 2006 (in gallons) 

 

2006 January February March Annual Monthly 
Avg. (2005) 

1st Quarter Avg. 
(2005) 

Gas/Diesel 16,461 gallons 15,174 gallons N/A 17,000 gallons 16,300 gallons 

LPG 6,886 gallons 6,714 gallons N/A 6,800 gallons 7,500 gallons 

Total 23,348 gallons 21,888 gallons N/A 23,800 gallons 23,800 gallons 
 
 
While total consumption of liquid propane was higher than the monthly average from 2005 
during the month of January 2006, total fuel consumption was below monthly averages for both 
months. 

 
As a part of ongoing efforts to improve fuel economy while also reducing emissions, the TCEQ 
has integrated hybrid electric vehicles into its agency fleet along with other existing alternative 
fuel fleet technologies.  The table below details the current statewide distribution of alternative 
fuel vehicles in the TCEQ fleet. 

 
TCEQ Fleet Summary (by fuel type) 

 
 

TCEQ Office 
 

Total Vehicles 
 

Liquid Propane 
 

Hybrid-Electric 

Park 35 61 15 1 
Region 1-Amarillo 14 10  
Region 2-Lubbock 8 8  
Region 3-Abilene 11 8  

Region 4-Arlington 45 38 2 
Region 5-Tyler 20 20  

Region 6-El Paso 10 9  
Region 7-Midland 11 8  

Region 8-San Angelo 8 4  
Region 9-Waco 15 13  

Region 10-Beaumont 26 18 1 
Region 11-Austin 14 11  

Region 12-Houston 61 42 3 
Region 13-San Antonio 24 20 1 

Region 14-Corpus Christi 24 13  
Region 15-Harlingen 18 12  

Region 16-Laredo 6 6  
Total 376 255 8 

 

Currently, approximately 70% of the TCEQ fleet is equipped with an alternative fuel system, 
with hybrids comprising approximately 2% of the fleet. 
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TCEQ Employee Awareness Efforts 
 
An Employee Awareness Survey was developed in an effort to gauge current levels of awareness 
among TCEQ employees regarding personal energy conservation measures that can be 
implemented.  A copy of the survey has been included with this update. 

 
The results of this initial survey will serve as a baseline awareness level, against which the 
results of future surveys will be measured to determine any increase in employee awareness 
resulting from efforts to inform employees of the various energy savings practices that can be 
implemented by employees throughout the agency. 



 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Agency Energy Savings Program - Employee Awareness  Survey 

 
Executive Order RP 49 requires all state agencies to develop Energy Savings Plans.   To assist Executive Management in 
implementing the plan developed for the TCEQ, please complete this interactive survey, print it, and submit it to the Small 
Business and Environmental Assistance Division using the information below. 

Please fax or send completed surveys  by Friday, April 28. 
 
 
 

Location: For employees working at the Austin Park 35 
Campus, please provide your building. 

 

Building 

 
Please answer the following questions regarding existing energy savings practices in your office cluster. 

 
1. How many computers do you typically use in your workspace in a given day? 

 
2. When leaving the office each day, I turn off my computer: 

computer(s) 

Always Sometimes Never Whenever I am not using remote access software 
to access my desktop from home. 

3. How many days each week do you typically use remote access software from home? 
Never 1 day 

 

2 days 
 

3 or more days 
 

4.  When leaving the office each day, I turn off my monitor: 
 

Always 
 

Sometimes 
 

Never 
 

5.  My monitor is a: Conventional Monitor Flat Screen Monitor Laptop 
 

6.  When leaving the office each day, I turn off any lights, lamps, or other 
appliances I have in my workspace: 

Always Sometimes Never 
 

7.  When leaving a conference room or common meeting area, I make sure 
the light is turned off: 

 

Always 
 

Sometimes 
 

Never 
 

8.  When finished using televisions, projectors, and other electronic equipment in 
conference rooms or other  common meeting areas, I unplug the equipment: 

Always Sometimes Never 
 

9.  When I am the last person leaving my area on any given day, I turn off the 
copy machine: 

 

Always 
 

Sometimes Never 
 

10. When planning a meeting, I make use of conference calls and 
teleconferencing capabilities before physically traveling to a meeting: 

 

Always 
 

Sometimes Never 
 

11.  Within the last twelve months, I have participated in meetings via 
teleconference: 

1 time 2-4 times 5-10 times more than 10 times 
 

12. I am aware of the official agency policy prohibiting idling in agency vehicles 
for periods exceeding three minutes. Yes No 

 
Please send completed forms to: 
Mail 
James Voelker 
Small Business and Environmental Assistance 
MC-112 

 
FAX 

(512) 239-3165 

 
 
Print Form 



 

 

TCEQ GreenChoice™ Electricity Commitment 
 
Beginning  March  1,  2006,  the  TCEQ  renewed  its  commitment  to  the  Austin  Energy 
GreenChoice program.  Through this agreement, the TCEQ is contributing to the development of 
renewable energy sources by subscribing to the GreenChoice program for 100% of its electricity 
demand for the Park 35 Campus. 

 
A copy of the GreenChoice renewal agreement is included with this update. 
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GREENCHOJCE® SUBSCRIPTION AGREEMENT 
BATCH 4- 2011 -COMMERCIAL DEMAND 

 
This Agreement is between the City of Austin, a Texas home-rule municipality, acting through 

its  electric  utility  department,  Austin  Energy  ("AE"),  and  Texas  Commission  on  Enviromnental 
Quality, a Texas state agency, having its principal place ofbusiness at 12015 Park Thirty-Five Circle 
("Customer"). 

 
As  the agreement  between  the  City of  Austin  and  this  customer  for Batch  1  or Batch  2 

GreenChoice energy will tenninate  on March 1, 2006, Austin Energy offers this subscriber the option 
to resubscribe to GreenChoice Batch 4 for an additional five years until March 1, 2011, for the same 
amount of energy on the same accou.nts as the original Batch 1 or Batch 2 agreement. 

 
Customer desires to participate  in AE's  GreenChoice® Program  by paying a GreenChoice® 

Charge to assist AE in adding this renewable energy capacity and in return for other consideration set 
forth in this Agreement. 

 
THE PARTIES THEREFORE AGREE 

 
Subscription and Billing 

 

 
1.01  This  agreement shall remain in effect from March 2, 2006  through March  , 201 

This Agreement is subject to the terms of the City of Austin GreenChoicecE, Energy Rider. 
 
 

1.02    During the tenn of this Agreement,100% of Customer's  energy usage for each monthly 
billing  period will be designated  as GreenChoice® usage.   GreenChoice® usage will be priced  in 
accordance with all applicable rate tariffs and riders otperwise goveming  Customer's regular service 
voltage level under account(s) specified in Exhibit A, including all energy rates, demand· rates, and 
other charges and adjustments that apply to Customer's electric usage under such tariffs or riders. 
GreenChoice® usage  shall  not,  however,  be  subject  to  the  Fuel  Adjustment  Factor  that  would 
otherwise apply to Customer's  regular service.  In lieu of the Fuel Adjustment Factor, Customer will 
pay a Green Power Charge of$0.035 per kWh for Batch 4 eriergy usage. 

 
1.03    Exhibit A to this Agreement sets forth the account(s) to which this Agreement applies 

and the kWh allocation, if any, of GreenChoice® usage to be applied to each such account. 
 

1.04    Unless expressly modified by this Agreement, the provisions of all rate tariffs, riders, 
electric service regulations  under  the Austin  City Code, and contracts  between AE and Customer 
remain unaffected by this Agreement. 



  

 
 
 

 
 

2.01     During the tenn  ofthis Agreement, AE grants Customer a non-exclusive, royalty-free, 
non-transferable license to display AE's  GreenChoice® and/or the Austin Energy® lightning bolt logo 
business marks (the "Marks")  in Customer advertisements, promotions,  or  marketing, for the sole 
purpose  of  representing  to  the  public  that  it  is  a  participant  in  AE's  GreenChoice® Program. 
Customer agrees that the Marks are the sole and exclusive property of AE.   Customer agrees neither 
to assert any claim to any goodwill, reputation or ownershipofthe Marks by virtue ofthe licensed use 
of the Marks nor to contest the validity or ownership of the Marks.   Customer  agrees that it will not 
do or  pem1it any  act  or  thing  to  be  done in  derogation  of  any  of  AE's rights  in· the  Marks in 
cmmection with Customer's use of the Marks, either during the tenn  of this  Agreement or thereafter, 
and that Customer will not use the Marks except as licensed under this Agreement.   Customer agrees 
and acknowledges that any goodwill  associated with the use of the Marks  shall inure directly and 
exclusively to· AE.  Customer further agrees that it will not, directly or indirectly,  register or attempt 
to register the Marks or any name or mark that is similar or likely to be confused  with the Marks.  All 
uses of the Marks by Customer shall faithfully reproduce the design and appearance  of the Marks as 
used by AE.  AE reserves the right to review and approve each use of the  Marks prior to its use by 
Customer in Customer advertisements,  promotions or marketing.   Customer  also agrees to state in 
clearly visible print that the Marks are registered trademarks of Austin Energy. 

 
2.02     Conversely,  during  the  term  of  this  Agreement,  Customer  grants  to  AE  a  non- 

exclusive, royalty-free, non-transferable license to display Customer's business name and mark nan1e 
as a GreenChoice® participant in AE adve1tisements concerning the GreenChoice® program, subject 
to the same terms and restrictions placed by paragraph 2.01 on Customer's use of AE's Mark. AE will 
provide advertising benefits .as described in Exhibit B within 12 months from  the effective date of this 
agreement to Customer if Customer's subscription is greater than or equal to 10% of its annual 
consumption or 12,000,000 kWh annually, whichever is lower. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

3.01     Customer acknowledges that, because of the physical laws governing  electrical power, 
it  is  impossible  for  AE  to  direct  the  flow of  specific  electrical  energy  tlu·oughout the  ERCOT 
transmission  grid.   Therefore,  although  Customer is subscribing  to suppmt AE's  acquisition of a 
pmticular quantity of energy from renewable sources such as wind, landfill  methane, and solar, AE 
cmmot direct the particular  energy generated from those sources  to any  one  pmticular destination. 
Further, the availability of energy from the renewable sources in question may vary from time to time 
and is dependent upon weather conditions, force majeure, m1d third-pmty actions for which AE cannot 
be responsible, and which may result in periodic shmtfalls in the delivery  of Batch 4 energy during 
the tenn  of this Agreement.  Fmther, some of the contracted sources of Batch  4 energy may not be 
fully online or up to full production  capacity at the sta1t of this Agreement,  which may result in an 
initial under-delivery of Batch 4 energy to Customer.  Customer recognizes this, and also the fact that 
it is paying to assist in the addition of renewable energy capacity in general,  rather than the flow of 
such  energy  to  Customer's particular  location.    The  actual  energy  flowing   tlu·ough Customer's 
premises may come from any source com1ected to AE's system, whether renewable  or not·. 



 

 
 
 

3.02  Texas  Renewable  Energy  Credits  Trading  Program.  Customer   consumption and 
Batch 4 production both may vary over ti).e course of a given year.   On  an annual basis, AE may 
reconcile any disparity between customer subscriptions and Batch 4 production  by the purchase of 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) through the Texas Renewable Energy Credits Trading Program, 
pursuant to PURA  §39. 904 and 16 TAC '§25.173. Such RECs may be applied by AE toward its 
obligations to provide Batch 4 energy under this Agreement. 

 
Miscellaneous 

 

 
4.1     This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties relating to this 

transaction, and there shall be no modification or waiver hereof except by writing, signed by the party 
asserted to be bound thereby.  There are no oral representations or agreements between the parties. 

 
4.2       The parties agree tl1at this Agreement shall be construed and governed by the laws of 

the State of Texas, without application of its Conflict of Laws provisions.   The parties further agree 
and intend that venue shall be proper and shall lie exclusively in the state courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

 
4.3       When notice is required to be given under this Agreement by either party, it shall be in 

writing mailed or delivered to the other party at the following address or to such other address as 
either party may from time to time designate in writing for that purpose.  All notices shall be effective 
upon receipt. 

 
AUSTIN ENERGY 
721 Barton Springs Road 
Austin TX 78704 
Attn: Carol Hruwell 

Texas Comm. On Environmental Quality 
Grace Montgomery Faulkner 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 

 
 
 

4.4  Customer's   subscription under this Agreement may be assigned to a corporate successor.  
Otherwise, this Agreement may not be assigned. 

 
 

EXECUTED on --=2¥-/--= "-1- -----rl -, 2006. 
 
 
THE CITY OF AUSTIN  

CUSTOMER  - \' 

sy   llf'r!t!te_ h_/ /1-=t.-d--t----·,--_· /\it 
 

 
Title: 
Date: ------ ------------ 

I L  I  •  I 
Nari1e: Grace Montgomery F;aulkner . v 
T1tle: Deputy, Office of Adm Services 
Date:  J/:Lf/&f 



 

 
 
 
 

ENERGY SAVINGS PLAN 
AGENCY CONTACTS 

 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

 
Grace Montgomery Faulkner 
Deputy Director, Office of Administrative Services 
512/239-4689 
gmontgom@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Kerry Stennett 
Director, Support Services Division 
512/239-0073 
kstennet@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Bob Miller 
Manager, Staff Services Section 
512/239-0238 
bmiller@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Charlie Hoffman 
Team Leader, Facilities Management Unit 
512/239-1819 
choffman@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Matthew R. Baker, P.E. 
Director, Small Business and Environmental Assistance Division 
512/239-3214 
mabaker@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Brian Christian 
Manager, Pollution Prevention and Industry Assistance Section 
512/239-5008 
bchristi@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Earl Lott 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, Office of Permitting, Remediation, and Registration 
512/239-2047 
elott@tceq.state.tx.us 
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