
Dallas Small Business Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, February 7, 2006 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Priorities for FY06: 
1. Ensure a variety of small businesses and represented on the SBAC/recruited for membership 
2. Develop relationships with elected officials to ensure they are informed on small business 

environmental issues 
3. Provide SBAC input on rules and major issues facing the Agency. 

 
Meeting convened at 10:00 AM.  Tamra-Shae Oatman, SBLGA Section Manager, began with the 
introductions of members and guests in attendance.     
 
SBLGA Program Overview 
 
Tamra-Shae Oatman discussed SBLGA and available programs, such as our Compliance Commitment 
Program (C2) and EnvironMentor.  Ms. Oatman introduced Region 4 Staff (Ms. Burns and Ms. Shaw) and 
gave members a general idea of their responsibilities and roles with SBAC.  Ms. Oatman gave an overview 
of the SBAC and informed members that it was designed for small businesses, to assist them in dealing 
with problems and issues that they might be having.   
 
Dry Cleaner Initiative 
 
Ms. Oatman updated members on the upcoming Dry Cleaner Initiative, explaining that unregistered Dry 
Cleaners would be receiving a notice from TCEQ permits.  The notices give the businesses 30 days to 
register or face penalties of $50 per day, starting September 1, 2005 (retroactive fees).  Dry Cleaners that 
do not register will be inspected by a local TCEQ regional office investigator.  This is an effort supported 
by the Dry Cleaners Advisory Committee to increase the number of participants in the Dry Cleaner 
Remediation Fund.   
 
Esther Gebhardt said that they would notify their Dry Cleaner members through the Chamber and let them 
know of this initiative. [ACTION]. 
 
Minor Source Review 
 
Ms. Oatman explained the minor source review rule that will be proposed in May 2006.  Ms. Oatman 
explained that because of the DFW Attainment Demonstration SIP, regulatory offices are looking at small 
businesses to decrease emissions further.  Items that will be looked at include boilers, process heaters, 
stationary engines and gas turbines, and would require them to comply with certain NOx emissions for 
attainment.  Ms. Oatman encouraged members to let us know if following this rule was of interest to the 
committee, because there would be a comment period. 
 
During rules update, Ms. Oatman explained that members could join the rules listserv and be alerted to 
their status.  Due to member interested in this listserv, Trish Shaw stated that she would send out the 
procedures for signing up for the email alerts. [ACTION].   
 
 
Enforcement Process Review/Penalty Policy 
 
Ms. Oatman discussed the outcome of the penalty policy stakeholder meeting.  Two items were of note:  
the definition of a small business (which was left at it’s current definition of 100 employees or less), but 
with no income associated as of yet, and second, that penalties for small businesses should be deferred or 
reduced.  Ms. Oatman had members turn to Joe Polanco’s letter, and pointed out that he recommended that 
deferred penalties be used to address the issue that warranted enforcement.  
 

February 10, 2006 


	Meeting Notes and Action Items 
	Brian Christian – Manager of Small Business and Local Government Assistance  
	Chris Meeks – SBLGA, Region 4, Dallas SBAC coordinator 
	Stacy Wright – City of Farmers Branch, Environmental Manager 
	Open Forum – productive and effective discussion within the committee 


	dallas-april-07.pdf
	Meeting Notes and Action Items 
	Ken Benson, Co-Chair – Welcome and Introductions 
	Chris Meeks – SBLGA, Region 4, Dallas SBAC Coordinator 
	Melinda Houlihan – SBLGA, Central Office 
	Open Forum – productive and effective discussion within the committee 
	 Melinda Houlihan – SBLGA, Central Office 
	Ken Benson – Review of Action Items and Closing 



	dallas-oct-06.pdf
	Meeting Notes and Action Items 
	Matthew R. Baker, P.E. – Director of Small Business Environmental Assistance 
	Sophia Harvey – City of Dallas, Storm Water Management Section 
	Korean Dry Cleaners Association  
	Open Forum – brainstorming ideas on improving turnout as well as involvement 
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Dallas SBAC


Tuesday, January 23 2007 


10:00 AM-12:00 PM
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Meeting Notes and Action Items


Brian Christian – Manager of Small Business and Local Government Assistance 

· Does not see any major changes or overhauls for the section, reviewing current programs for efficiency and accuracy

· Supports the committee, however wants to make clear that any concern or consensus from the committee is totally separate of the SBLGA or its personnel 

Chris Meeks – SBLGA, Region 4, Dallas SBAC coordinator


· From last meeting:  Korean Dry Cleaners’ Association will be meeting with representatives from the Registrations Department concerning their struggles with communication with the department

· The storm water assistance tools are now up on the SBLGA web-page, including the storm-water worksheets


· The open forum is now longer, for more effective communication and discussion

Stacy Wright – City of Farmers Branch, Environmental Manager

· Pointed out that some businesses will travel from town to town, never obtaining any permit coverage nor pay any attention to NOVs from the TCEQ;  concerned that this promotes an unfair advantage over those businesses that actually do spend the time and money to obtain permit coverage

· Would like for officials to have a way to view current NOIs for people operating within the officials respective cities and some possible methods to ensure everyone who is subject to permit coverage is actually following the proper procedures for obtaining that permit coverage.


ACTION – contact TCEQ storm-water leader to check applicability of Central Registry Data and who has capabilities to view it; find out possible actions that may be pursued against those who will not “play by the rules”

Open Forum – productive and effective discussion within the committee

· Would like to see the TERP application process streamlined, feel that it is extremely too long and would like to see it made shorter and somewhat easier.

ACTION –  committee will write a brief letter to the appropriate personnel within the agency on behalf of the Dallas SBAC

· Would like to voice the consensus of the committee dealing with the SIP program

· Why are automobiles off limits, can we adopt the CAL LEV program, we should address the automobile issue so that small businesses do not have to take the brunt of the hit 


· we would like a very clear-cut definition or list of industries affected by the minor source NOx additions in the proposed Chapter 117 changes

· can we make it simpler, instead of BTUs or pounds per hour, could it be number of machines operating because small businesses are going to have a tough or impossible challenge of deciphering proposed language


ACTION – committee will write a letter during the comment period, ending February 12th, to the SIP program voicing the consensus of the Dallas SBAC concerning the proposed changes to the SIP 
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