
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

October 31, 2019

TCEQ Oil and Gas Industry 
Emissions Event Workshop

STEERS Demonstration



Presentation Outline

1. Setting up a STEERS Account
2. Air Emissions and Maintenance Event (AEME) 

Reporting
3. Reports of Air Emission Events; What information 

is available on-line
4. Texas Audit Act
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Setting up a STEERS Account



Remember this slide from before: 
The Initial STEERS Report 

• Submit the initial report via the State of Texas 
Environmental Electronic Reporting System 
(STEERS), within 24 hours of discovery of the event.

• Meet the reporting requirements of 30 TAC                     
§101.201(a).

• Regulated Entity number, common name of 
unit/area/facility involved, date and time of discovery, 
duration, best know cause of the event, pollutants 
involved and amounts that equaled or exceeded a 
RQ, actions taken, etc.

October 31, 2019 4



What is STEERS?

• Portal for accessing various web-based 
reporting programs such as: 
• Air New Source Review Registrations
• Air Emissions Inventory Reporting System (AEIR) -
• Air Emissions and Maintenance Events (AEME)

• Manages user accounts
• Controls access to reporting programs
• Sets and maintains security functions
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Creating/Updating a STEERS Account

• STEERS accounts are user based
• Assigned to individuals
• Not to be confused with Air Account numbers or 

Regulated Entity Reference Numbers (RN)

• Each person accessing STEERS should have 
their own STEERS account
• STEERS account numbers: ER###### format
• Do not share STEERS accounts with others

Your SPA states this – more later

October 31, 2019 6



Creating/Updating a STEERS Account (cont.)

• New users can create a new account.
To create a new account, click under the “I need”
section of the STEERS login page.

• You must have a valid email address not already 
associated with a STEERS account.

Email is the method of communication between
users and STEERS.

• Once you create your STEERS account you will receive an 
activation email.

• Please read and follow all onscreen instructions and 
prompts carefully.
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Creating/Updating a STEERS Account (cont.)

• You will select and provide answers to several 
security questions.

These will be used later during STEERS login as
security and user verification.

• Program access can be set during account 
creation.

• Issues with this portion of STEERS can be 
directed to the TCEQ STEERS staff.

(512) 239-6925 or STEERS@tceq.texas.gov
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Creating/Updating a STEERS Account (cont.)

• Login to access the STEERS home page and 
setup specific program access.

Returning users will see the list of programs to 
which they have access.

• To add or update program access click the “My 
Account” button.

• In the STEERS Access portion, select the 
appropriate program from the drop down list 
and click Go.
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Creating/Updating a STEERS Account (cont.)

• Read and follow onscreen prompts
Especially for Access Type and Authorization

• Access Type
• Read – View data only
• Edit – Enter and edit data within STEERS
• Submit – Certify and submit data to the TCEQ

• Authorization
• Yourself – Self-authorization
• Another person – Requires this person’s verification

• AEME IDs to Add
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In the ‘Air’ world this means ‘site’ not the ‘facility’. 
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STEERS Participation Agreement (SPA)

• The SPA document must be signed by each STEERS user 
by either

• Paper signature or
• Electronic signature using valid Texas driver’s license.

• The SPA certifies that you understand and agree to all 
rules and requirements of STEERS and the programs you 
will access.

• Must be submitted for:
• new STEERS accounts and
• existing STEERS accounts when updating or adding new 

access
• Accounts are on probation until the SPA is submitted.
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Air Emissions and Maintenance 
Event (AEME) Reporting
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October 31, 2019

Process Unit or Area Common Names is not the 
name of the site and it is not normally the 
emissions point (e.g. Flare). 

Facility Common Name is the facility that 
incurred the emissions event.  For example it 
could be HP Flash Drum, but should not be the 
flare.

Emission Point Common Name should be the 
common name where the unauthorized 
emissions that exceeded a RQ were released to 
the atmosphere; for example a flare or vent.
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For the initial report only, required to report 
individual compounds or mixtures that have 
equaled or exceeded a RQ
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Save and Submit. Then required to input 
password and hit “Confirm Submit” button.
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For the final report, all compounds or mixtures emitted must 
be listed, along with the estimated total quantities for those 
compounds or mixtures.  Total quantities, not just the quantity 
above any applicable authorized emission limit.   

For compounds or mixtures with an RQ > 100 pounds and the 
amount released was less than 10 pounds in a 24-hour period, 
can be listed as “other”.

The authorized emission limit and the authorization number 
must be listed.
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FAQ

Q: What do I do if STEERS reporting is not available (off-line)?

A: Fax your emissions event report to the region.

• Reportable Event/Activity Notification/Reporting Form
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/compliance/field_ops/fod_forms/upset/for
m_10360.pdf

• TCEQ Guidance – Form 10360
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/compliance/field_ops/fod_forms/upset/eef
guide.pdf

• Electronic notification and reporting is not required for small businesses.  
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Reports of Air Emission Events; 
What information is available 
on-line
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https://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/
emission-events/eventreporting
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Texas Audit Act
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Other Avenues to Compliance

The Texas Audit Act is one avenue to helping an entity achieve 
voluntary compliance  

The TCEQ Program Support and Environmental Assistance 
Division also offers assistance through programs like the 
EnviroMentor Program and other compliance assistance options. 
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Audit Act Incentives

• Limited evidentiary privilege for certain information 
gathered in a voluntary self-audit.

• Immunity from administrative and civil penalties for certain 
violations voluntarily disclosed as a result of such an audit.
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Immunity

• TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE §1101.151
• Disclosed violations may be granted immunity from 

administrative or civil penalties:
• Proper notice of intent to conduct an audit
• Proper, voluntary disclosure of violations
• Violations corrected in a reasonable amount of time
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TCEQ Publication RG-173

• A Guide to the Texas Environmental, Health, and Safety Audit 
Privilege Act

• May be found on our website at: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/comm_exec/pubs/rg/rg-
173.pdf
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TCEQ’s Oil and Gas Web Site

• Oil and Gas Facilities: Compliance Resources:  
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/industry/oil-and-
gas/oilgas.html

• Compliance information on air, water, waste, and spill issues 

• Guidance documents for local governments 

• Sign up for email updates for Oil & Gas 
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Questions

Keith Sheedy, P.E. 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement
512.239.1556
Keith.Sheedy@tceq.texas.gov
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