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Texas has four geographical areas in which annual emissions inspections are required 
(see Figure X). 

As stated in the national summary above, the Federal Clean Air Act requires that states 
must establish emissions standards and testing programs in those geographical areas 
that are in nonattainment at a “moderate” level or above with respect to the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone or carbon monoxide. Texas currently has two 
geographical areas that are covered by that requirement: nine counties in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area and five counties in the Houston-Galveston-Beaumont area. Vehicle 
inspections are required in those areas. 

In addition, two other areas in the state also have emission inspection programs. El Paso 
County has a program that is part of a “maintenance plan” related to an old standard 
under which the area had been in nonattainment but which it no longer violated after 
2004. Finally, two counties surrounding Austin volunteered to impose an inspections 
requirement in 2005 when the area came close to nonattainment. 

In those counties, vehicle emissions inspections are conducted as a part of the annual 
state-required safety inspection (the latter is required in all counties in the state). 
Vehicle owners must successfully pass both inspections in order to obtain a safety 
sticker in the affected counties. 

Two Texas state agencies share responsibilities for design and implementation of the 
emissions inspection program: 

• The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality determines the emission 
standards to be applied in each of the four areas and the testing equipment to be 
used 

•  The Texas Department of Public Safety certifies inspection stations, all of which 
are privately owned, and the testing inspectors who work in those stations, and 
audits the stations regularly to enforce compliance 

 

Table X.  Texas Agency Websites on Emissions Inspections 

Agency/ Website Heading  Website 

Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality: 
  “Vehicle Emissions Inspections in Texas”  

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/mobilesource/vim/
overview.html 

Texas Department of Public Safety: 
“Inspection Station Qualifications” 

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/RSD/VI/LicensingRegistrati
on/StationQualifications.htm 
 

Texas Department of Public Safety: 
“Inspector Qualifications and Training” http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/RSD/VI/inspQualTrain.htm 

 

The Texas Program for Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance 
 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/mobilesource/vim/overview.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/mobilesource/vim/overview.html
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/RSD/VI/LicensingRegistration/StationQualifications.htm
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/RSD/VI/LicensingRegistration/StationQualifications.htm
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/RSD/VI/inspQualTrain.htm
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What light-duty vehicles must be inspected 

Gasoline vehicles from two years old to 24 years old (except motorcycles) are required to 
undergo annual inspections. Light-duty diesel-fueled vehicles are exempt from the 
emissions inspection requirement. 

What methods are used 

Model-year 1996 and newer vehicles are inspected using on-board diagnostics (OBD) 

Model-year 1995 and older vehicles are inspected using acceleration-simulation mode 
(ASM) or two-speed idle (TSI). 

Figure X shows which tests are used in which of the four geographical areas affected. 

 

  Figure X.  Counties in Texas with Emissions Inspection Requirements and 
the  Testing Equipment Used 

 
Acronyms:  DFW refers to Dallas-Fort Worth. ARR refers to Austin-Round Rock. HGB refers to Houston-
Galveston-Beaumont. 

 




