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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

January 25, 2019 

Ms. Bridget Bohac, Chief Clerk 
Office of the Chief Clerk 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 13087, MC-105 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

Re: TCEQ Docket No. 2018-1540-DIS; Consideration of a Petition for Creation of Karis 
Municipal Management District of Tarrant County 

Dear Ms. Bohac: 

Enclosed for filing with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (Commission) 
is the original plus seven copies of the following backup materials for the February 13, 
2019 agenda item on the above referenced matter: 

1. Proposed Order;
a. Exhibit A: Metes and Bounds
b. Exhibit B: Staff Memorandum

2. Petition for Creation (contains Exhibits A-F);
3. Certificate and Notice of Hearing;
4. Affidavits of Publication and Original Tear Sheets;
5. Mailing List; and
6. Caption. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (512) 239-4761 if you have any questions 
regarding this material. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincer ely, 

Kayla Murray 

Staff Attorney 

Environmental Law Division 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/


Proposed Order 
a. Exhibit A:  Metes and Bounds
b. Exhibit B:  Staff Memorandum
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

AN ORDER Granting the Petition for Creation of Karis 
Municipal Management District of Tarrant 
County and Appointing Initial Directors; TCEQ 
Docket No. 2018-1540-DIS 

On February 13, 2019, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(Commission) met in regular session at its offices in Austin, Texas, with notice of the 
meeting issued in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code §§ 
551.001–551.146, and the Administrative Procedure Act, Texas Government Code §§ 
2001.001–2001.902, to consider the petition filed by Mr. David Hawes, Managing 
Partner of Hawes Hill & Associates LLP, on behalf of the Nehemiah, LLC, as authorized, 
to create Karis Municipal Management District of Tarrant County (District) pursuant to 
Article XVI, § 59, and Article III, §§ 52 and 52(a) of the Texas Constitution and Chapter 
375, Texas Local Government Code, and Chapter 49, Texas Water Code.  

The Commission has jurisdiction to consider this matter and the following Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law are appropriate after examining the application and 
supporting documentation: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On September 7, 2018, an application (including a Petition) by The
Nehemiah, LLC (Petitioner) was filed with the Commission pursuant to Chapter 375, 
Texas Local Government Code; Chapter 49, Texas Water Code; and Chapter 293, Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code.  

a. The Petition was signed by a duly authorized officer of the
Petitioner, which states that it represents a majority in value of title
to the land to be included within the proposed District’s boundaries.
The Petitioner further requested that the Commission hold a public
hearing on the question of the creation of the District pursuant to
Texas Local Government Code § 375.023; Chapter 49, Texas Water
Code; and Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 293.12(g).

b. The application contains the matters required by Texas Local
Government Code § 375.022.

c. There are no lienholders on the land in the proposed District.
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2. Proper notice of this application was given pursuant to Texas Local
Government Code § § 375.023 and 375.024. 

a. Proper notice of the application was published on December 26,
2018 and January 2, 2019, in the Fort Worth Star Telegram, a 
newspaper regularly published and generally circulated in 
Tarrant County, Texas, which is the county in which the 
proposed District is to be located.

3. Submitted within the application were notarized affidavits for each of the
proposed initial directors, listed as follows and indicating that each meets the 
qualification requirements of Texas Local Government Code § 375.063: 

  2-Year Term 4-Year Term 

Ron Smith Michael McFarland 
Tom O’Dwyer Cody Klipfel 

Martin Sprandley 

Pursuant to Texas Local Government Code § 375.062, the Petitioner requests that the 
Commission divide the initial directors into two groups, with five directors serving 
two-year terms and four directors serving four-year terms, as indicated above. 

4. By Resolution No. R07-2018-297, passed and adopted July 19, 2018, the
City of Crowley has consented to the creation of the District, as required by Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code § 293.11(j)(1)(F). 

5. The Memorandum dated January 23, 2019, attached as Exhibit “B,” is
hereby incorporated as part of this Order. 

6. The creation of the District as set out in the application is feasible,
necessary, and would be a benefit to the land to be included in the District. 

7. The District and its system and subsequent development within the
District will not have an unreasonable effect on the following: land elevations; 
subsidence; groundwater level within the region; recharge capability of a groundwater 
source; natural run-off rates and drainage; and water quality.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Commission has jurisdiction to consider this application and is
authorized to make and enter its Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Orders with 
respect to the creation of the proposed District. 

2. All of the land and property proposed may properly be included within the
District.  



3. All statutory and regulatory requirements for creation of Karis Municipal
Management District of Harris County have been fulfilled in accordance with Chapter 
375, Texas Local Government Code and Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 293.11(j). 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT: 

1. The Petition for the creation of Karis Municipal Management District of
Tarrant County is hereby granted. 

2. The District is created under the terms and conditions of Article XVI,
§ 59, and Article III, §§ 52 and 52(a) of the Texas Constitution, and Chapter 375, Texas
Local Government Code, and Chapter 49, Texas Water Code.

3. The District shall have, and shall be subject to, all of the rights, duties,
powers, privileges, authority, and functions conferred and imposed by the Commission 
and the general laws of the State of Texas relating to municipal management districts. 

4. The District is created to further the public purposes set forth in Chapter
375 of the TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, and includes promoting economic 
development, public health, safety and welfare, and commerce.  

5. The District shall be composed of the area situated wholly within the
corporate limits of the City of Crowley, Tarrant County, Texas, described by metes and 
bounds in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes. 

6. The following five persons with terms, as noted, are hereby named and
appointed as initial directors of the District to serve until their successors are elected 
or have been appointed in accordance with applicable law: 

  2-Year Term 4-Year Term 

Ron Smith Michael McFarland 
Tom O’Dwyer Cody Klipfel 

Martin Sprandley 

7. The foregoing initial directors shall, as soon as practicable after the date 
of entry of this Order, execute their official bonds and take their official oath of 
office.  All such bonds shall be approved by the Board of Directors of the District and 
each bond and oath shall be filed with the District and retained in its records. 

8. This Order shall in no event be construed as an approval of any proposed 
agreements or of any particular items in any documents provided in support of the 
petition for creation, nor as a commitment or requirement of the Commission in the 
future to approve or disapprove any particular items or agreements in future 
applications submitted by the District for Commission consideration. 
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9. This Order shall not constitute approval or recognition of the validity of 
any provision in the City of Crowley’s creation consent Resolution No. R07-2018-297, 
passed and adopted July 19, 2018, and any other ordinance/resolution incorporated 
therein by reference to the extent that such provisions exceed the authority granted to 
the City of Crowley by the laws of the State of Texas. 
 

10. The Chief Clerk of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality shall 
forward a copy of this Order to all affected persons. 
 

11. If any provision, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Order is for any 
reason held to be invalid, the invalidity of any portion shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions of the Order. 

 
 

 
Issue Date:  
 
      TEXAS COMMISSION ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
                    

 
                                                                                                                                                         
       ____________________________ 
                 Jon Niermann, Chairman 
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