Executive Summary — Enforcement Matter — Case No. 59427
Equistar Chemicals, LP
RN100210319
Docket No. 2020-0778-AIR-E

Order Type:
1660 Agreed Order
Findings Order Justification:
N/A
Media:
AIR
Small Business:
Yes
Location(s) Where Violation(s) Occurred:
Equistar Chemicals La Porte Complex, 1515 Miller Cut Off Road, La Porte, Harris
County
Type of Operation:
Chemical manufacturing plant
Other Significant Matters:
Additional Pending Enforcement Actions: Yes, Docket Nos. 2021-0088-AIR-E,
2020-1140-AIR-E, and 2021-0238-IWD-E
Past-Due Penalties: No
Other: N/A
Interested Third-Parties: None
Texas Register Publication Date: February 19, 2021
Comments Received: No

Penalty Information

Total Penalty Assessed: $27,688

Amount Deferred for Expedited Settlement: $5,537

Total Paid to General Revenue: $11,076

Total Due to General Revenue: $0
Payment Plan: N/A

Supplemental Environmental Project (“SEP”’) Conditional Offset: $11,075
Name of SEP: Houston Regional Monitoring Corporation (Third-Party Pre-
Approved)

Compliance History Classifications:
Person/CN - Satisfactory
Site/RN - Satisfactory

Major Source: Yes

Statutory Limit Adjustment: N/A

Applicable Penalty Policy: April 2014
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Investigation Information

Complaint Date(s): N/A

Complaint Information: N/A

Date(s) of Investigation: October 22, 2019 through October 24, 2019
Date(s) of NOE(s): June 3, 2020

Violation Information

1. Failed to maintain the differential pressure at or above the minimum pressure drop
across each filter vent. Specifically, the Respondent did not maintain the minimum
pressure drop at or above 0.2 inch water gauge across the filter vent for Emissions Point
Number ("EPN") Q1FEEDVC for a total of 42 hours from May 11, 2018 through May 12,
2018 with differential pressures that ranged from 0.0369 to 0.0907 inch water gauge
[30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §§ 101.20(2), 113.1555, 116.115(c), and 122.143(4), 40 CODE OF
FEDERAL REGULATIONS § 63.11880(b), New Source Review ("NSR") Permit No. 19109,
Special Conditions ("SC") No. 9.D, Federal Operating Permit ("FOP") No. 01606,
General Terms and Conditions ("GTC") and Special Terms and Conditions ("STC") No.
15, and TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 382.085(b)].

2. Failed to report all instances of deviations. Specifically, the deviation report for the
October 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018 reporting period did not include the deviation
for the non-reportable emissions event that occurred on January 22, 2018 [30 TEX.
ADMIN. CODE §§ 122.143(4) and 122.145(2)(A), FOP No. 01606, GTC, and TEX. HEALTH &
SAFETY CODE § 382.085(b)].

3. Failed to maintain the concentration limit at or above the measured concentration of
the most recent stack test performed. Specifically, during a stack test conducted on
December 15, 2011, the incinerator stack oxygen concentration was established to be
approximately 9.308 percent ("%"), but the incinerator stack oxygen concentration
ranged from 5.14% to 9.29% for a total of 451 hours in March 2018 for EPN Q1INC [30
TEX. ADMIN. CODE §§ 116.115(c) and 122.143(4), NSR Permit No. 19109, SC No. 7.C, FOP
No. 01606, GTC and STC No. 15, and TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 382.085(b)].

4. Failed to comply with the concentration limit for the polyethylene powder exiting the
product purge bin. Specifically, the Respondent exceeded the volatile organic
compounds ("VOC") concentration limit of 100 parts per million by weight for the
polyethylene powder exiting the product purge bin on December 7, 2017 and on August
9, 2018 for EPN Q1F01324 [30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §§ 116.115(c) and 122.143(4), NSR
Permit No. 19109, SC No. 2, FOP No. 01606, GTC and STC No. 15, and TEX. HEALTH &
SAFETY CODE § 382.085(b)].
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Corrective Actions/Technical Requirements
Corrective Action(s) Completed:
The Respondent implemented the following corrective measures:
a. On May 14, 2018, obtained an amendment for NSR Permit No. 19109 that lowered the
minimum pressure drop to 0.02 inch water gauge for EPN Q1FEEDVC; and
b. By August 20, 2018, increased the nitrogen flow rate to the product purge bin to
remove VOC in order to comply with the VOC concentration limit for EPN Q1F01324.

Technical Requirements:

1. The Order will require the Respondent to implement and complete a SEP (see SEP
Attachment A).

2. The Order will also require the Respondent to:

a. Within 30 days:

i. Submit a revised deviation report for the October 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018
reporting period to report the deviation for the non-reportable emissions event that

occurred on January 22, 2018;

ii. Implement measures and/or procedures designed to ensure that all instances of
deviations are reported in a timely manner; and

iii. Implement measures and/or procedures designed to comply with the incinerator
stack oxygen concentration limit for EPN Q1INC.

b. Within 45 days, submit written certification to demonstrate compliance with a.

Page 3 of 4



Executive Summary — Enforcement Matter — Case No. 59427
Equistar Chemicals, LP
RN100210319
Docket No. 2020-0778-AIR-E

Contact Information

TCEQ Attorney: N/A

TCEQ Enforcement Coordinator: Danielle Porras, Enforcement Division,
Enforcement Team 5, MC R-12, (713) 767-3682; Michael Parrish, Enforcement Division,
MC 219, (512) 239-2548

TCEQ SEP Coordinator: Stuart Beckley, SEP Coordinator, Enforcement Division,
MC 219, (512) 239-3565

SEP Third-Party Administrator: Houston Regional Monitoring Corporation,
Amandes PLLC, 1414 West Clay Street, Houston, Texas 77019

Respondent: Stephen G. Goff, Site Manager, Equistar Chemicals, LP, 1515 Miller Cut
Off Road, La Porte, Texas 77571

Respondent's Attorney: N/A

Page 4 of 4





























































































07/07/2021















	200778air_es
	200778air_pcw
	200778air_ch
	200778air_add
	200778air_order_sep

