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Action Plan Summaries
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Habitat Protection

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to provide protection for fish and wildlife habitat
supporting the Galveston Bay system. This can be accomplished by enhancing effective regulation
of habitat use to preclude net losses; encouraging the conservation of habitat through public
ownership or control; implementing habitat creation, restoration, and improvement programs; and
making recommendations to federal agencies on how to reduce the adverse impacts from dredging
and filling during the construction and maintenance of federal navigation channels. The
Management Conference has established the five following goals to be pursued by the
implementation of this action plan:

1. Acquire existing wetlands and encourage conservation;
2. Halt the conversion of wetlands to other uses;
3. Expand area and restore quality of wetland habitats;
4. Restore and create colonial bird nesting sites; and,
5. Selectively moderate erosional impacts.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Criteria were established by the Management Conference to reflect the goals and objectives of this
action plan. The first goal is reflected in the federal consistency review process by two criteria. One
requires that federal activities which result in the transfer of federally owned or controlled real
property that contains valuable wetlands, natural reefs, or fish and wildlife habitat will first
consider alternatives which result in public trusts for conservation purposes. The other criterion
requires that any project within the Galveston Bay area that demonstrates an intent to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP, be given preference over those lacking such demonstration.
This criterion, while applicable to several of the goals of the CCMP, will be particularly valuable in
the achievement of this goal. It will give those entities applying for federal assistance to purchase
lands for conservation purposes or beach access an advantage over those competing for the same
federal funds for other purposes not within the CCMP.

The second, third, and fourth goals were addressed in the federal consistency review criteria,
which support existing regulatory requirements for mitigation and encourage beneficial uses of
dredged material (e.g., creation of wetlands, bird nesting islands, and water quality control
impoundments). The fifth goal is addressed by the criterion that requires that any federal activity
that causes a significant increase in shoreline erosion or subsidence in the Galveston Bay system be
avoided.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables IA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with the criteria discussed or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not.
Appendix V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to
whether each federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential
to further the goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
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320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.
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Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

HABITAT PROTECTION
HP-1:
Restore, Create, and
Protect Wetlands

The Corps can be encouraged to do so (via consistency
review). Any dredging activities which the Corps does
directly or assists other entities in doing, will be subject to
the consistency review process. Such projects may include:
protection of essential highways, highway bridge
approaches and public works; navigation projects; flood
control projects; and protection, clearing and straightening
of channels. After TCMP is approved, all Sec. 404 and
Section 10 permit applications can also be reviewed for
consistency with the CCMP.

Corps
12.105, 12.106
12.107, 12.109

HP-2:
Promote Beneficial
Uses of Dredged
Materials to Restore
and Create Wetlands

The Corps can be encouraged to do so (via consistency
review). Any dredging activities which the Corps does
directly or assists other entities in doing, will be subject to
the consistency review process. Such projects may include:
protection of essential highways, highway bridge
approaches and public works; navigation projects; flood
control projects; and protection, clearing and straightening
of channels. After TCMP is approved, all Sec. 404 and
Section 10 permit applications can also be reviewed for
consistency with the CCMP.

Corps
12.105, 12.106
12.107, 12.109

HP-4:
Implement and
Coordinate System-
Wide Wetland
Regulatory Strategy

Agencies can be encouraged to do so through the
consistency review of their application for implementation
grants. The EPA State Wetland Conservation Grants
Program could be a source of funding for implementing this
action.

EPA
66.419,
66.460,
66.463

NOAA. CZM
11.419

USFWS
15.615

HP-5:
Acquire and Protect
Quality Wetlands

Consistency review of the transfer of federal lands can
encourage the acquisition of wetlands for conservation.

GSA
39.002,

39.003, 39.007
RTC. etc.

HP-6:
Develop Economic
and Tax Incentive
Programs to Protect
Wetlands

Local governments cannot be compelled to do this through
consistency review. However, there is the Federal Assistance
Program (Water Bank Program) that will reward the
property owner for preserving wetlands.

DOA
10.062

HP-8:
Build Nesting
Islands Using
Dredged Material

The Corps can be encouraged to do so (via consistency
review). Any dredging activities which the Corps does
directly or assists other entities in doing, will be subject to
the consistency review process. Such projects may include:
protection of essential highways, highway bridge
approaches and public works; navigation projects; flood
control projects; and protection, clearing and straightening
of channels. After TCMP is approved, all Sec. 404 and
Section 10 permit applications can also be reviewed for
consistency with the CCMP.

Corps
12.105, 12.106
12.107, 12.109
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Species Population Protection

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to help ensure the conservation, restoration, and
enhancement of the total natural community of living species in Galveston Bay. The Management
Conference has established two goals to be pursued by the implementation of this action plan:

1. Reverse the declining population trend for affected species of marine organisms and
maintain the populations of other economically and ecologically important species; and,

2. Eradicate or reduce the population of exotic or opportunistic species which threaten
desirable native species, habitats, and ecological relationships.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Two criteria were established by the Management Conference to reflect the first goal. One requires
that federal activities adhere to the TPWD Species Management Plan and any other species
management plan developed in accordance with the CCMP. The other requires that any activity use
the best available technology to reduce bycatch and/or impingement or entrainment mortalities.

The second goal was addressed by a criterion that requires any activity that introduces or provides
a significant potential for the introduction of exotic species in the Galveston Bay system be
avoided.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables IA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.
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Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

SPECIES POPULATION PROTECTION
SP-4:
Set Aside a Portion
of Reef Habitat as
Scientific Research
Areas or Preserves

Pursue National Natural Landmarks Programs (Catalog
#15.910) for designation of such preserves.

DPI
15.910

SP-5:
Encourage
Continued
Development of
Gear to Reduce
Commercial Bycatch

Consistency review of applications for compensation funds
under the Fishing Vessel and Gear Damage Compensation
Fund can be used as a tool to encourage use of such gear.

NOAA
11.409

SP-8:
Develop
Management Plan
for Endangered or
Threatened Species

Consistency review of federal activities can encourage
compliance with these plans.

All federal
agencies
See Table 1

Improve
Enforcement of
Prohibitions Against
the Introduction of
Exotic Species

Bilge pumping and ballast water discharges are regulated
by the U.S. Coast Guard. In Galveston Bay, such activities
are legal unless they contain oil. In the Great Lakes such
activities are not legal and all ships must carry ballast with
>30% salinity to prevent the introduction of exotic species
under 33CFR151. Such a program could be initiated on a
voluntary basis in Galveston Bay if coordinated with the
Coast Guard. After the TCMP is approved, consistency
review of vessel inspection policies and procedures may be
useful as a tool to encourage the Coast Guard to develop a
ballast inspection program in Galveston Bay. Future
implementation of federal regulations to require such
programs are being considered.

N/A

SP-10:
Identify and
Implement
Techniques for the
Control of Problems
- Exotic Species

Bilge pumping and ballast water discharges are regulated
by the U.S. Coast Guard. In Galveston Bay, such activities
are legal unless they contain oil. In the Great Lakes such
activities are not legal and all ships must carry ballast with
>30% salinity to prevent the introduction of exotic species
under 33CFR151. Such a program could be initiated on a
voluntary basis in Galveston Bay if coordinated with the
Coast Guard. After the TCMP is approved, consistency
review of vessel inspection policies and procedures may be
useful as a tool to encourage the Coast Guard to develop a
ballast inspection program in Galveston Bay. Future
implementation of federal regulations to require such
programs are being considered.

N/A
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Public Health Protection

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to maintain and enhance the Galveston Bay
environment. The Management Conference has established the three following goals to be pursued
by the implementation of this action plan:

1. Reduce potential health risks resulting from consumption of seafood contaminated with
toxic substances;

2. Reduce oyster reef harvest closures; and,
3. Reduce risk of water borne illnesses resulting from contact recreation.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

It was the opinion of the Management Conference that all the criteria established address the goals
and objectives of this action plan. That is, the criteria are all directed at maintaining and enhancing
the Galveston Bay environment and will either directly or indirectly protect public health.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables LA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Freshwater Inflow and Bay Circulation

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to preserve and enhance beneficial freshwater
inflows necessary for a salinity, nutrient and sediment loading regime adequate to maintain
productivity of economically important and ecologically characteristic species in Galveston Bay.
The Management Conference has established two goals to be pursued by the implementation of this
action plan:

1. Ensure beneficial freshwater inflows necessary for a salinity, nutrient, and sediment
loading regime adequate to maintain productivity of economically important and
ecologically characteristic species; and,

2. Ensure that alterations to circulation do not negatively affect productivity and overall
ecosystem health.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Both goals are reflected in the federal consistency review process by one criterion that requires that
federal activities preserve or enhance the freshwater inflows necessary to maintain the health and
productivity of Galveston Bay.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Table n of the
Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to comply with
this criterion or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix V (Tables I,
II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each federal
project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the goals
and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.
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Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

FRESHWATER INFLOW
FW-2:
Expand Stream flow,
Sediment Loading,
and Rainfall
Monitoring
FW-3:
Establish
Management
Strategies for
Meeting Freshwater
Inflow Needs
FW-4:
Establish Inflow
Regulations to
Protect the
Ecological Needs of
the Estuary

Consistency review of application for implementation grants
can be used to encourage expanded monitoring by TNRCC.

Can review federal actions to encourage wise freshwater
management. Can review federally funded water resource
projects for consistency with the CCMP.

Can review federal actions to encourage wise freshwater
management. Can review federally funded water resource
projects for consistency with the CCMP.

EPA
66.419

Corps, etc.
Direct Federal

Actions

Corps, etc.
Direct Federal

Actions
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Spills/Dumping

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to enhance spill prevention and response, facilitate
the elimination of dumping and accumulation of debris, and facilitate the implementation of a
comprehensive natural resource damage assessment program by working in close coordination
with federal, state, local and private entities. The Management Conference has established the four
following goals to be pursued by the implementation of this action plan:

1. Obtain compensation for environmental damages;
2. Reduce the impact from spills on the natural environment;
3. Eliminate water-borne debris; and,
4. Eliminate illegal dumping.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Criteria were established by the Management Conference to reflect the goals and objectives of this
action plan. The first goal is reflected in the federal consistency review process by a criteria that
support existing regulatory requirements for mitigation and which support maximum beneficial
uses of dredged material.

The second goal was addressed in the federal consistency review by a criterion that requires the
federal activity to have spill prevention and response plans.

The third goal was reflected in the review criterion that requires all federal activities to encourage
use of the best available technology to prevent trash from entering the Galveston Bay system.

The fourth goal is addressed by a criterion that requires that any project within the Galveston Bay
area which demonstrates an intent to further the goals and objectives of the CCMP, be given
preference over those lacking such demonstration. This criterion, while reflective of most of the
goals of the CCMP, will be particularly valuable in the achievement of this one. It will give those
entities applying for federal assistance for public education programs on environmental harm
caused by illegal dumping, an advantage over those competing for the same federal funds for other
purposes not within the CCMP.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, that are listed in Tables IA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
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program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.

Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

SPILLS / DUMPING
SD-6:
Remove trash from
stormwater
discharges

Consistency can be used to discourage federal funding or
assistance of unscreened stormwater discharges or
stormwater discharges that do not apply the best technology
to remove debris. However, federal funds or loan insurance
are probably seldom used to construct stormwater systems.
After TCMP is approved, consistency review ofNPDES
permits can also encourage best technology.

EPA
66.438
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Shoreline Management

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to manage human use of the shoreline and
adjacent lands from a system-wide perspective so as to enhance long range conservation of living
and non-living bay resources and improve aesthetic appeal and public access to Galveston Bay.
The Management Conference has established the following two goals to be pursued by the
implementation of this action plan:

1. Reduce negative environmental consequences to the Bay; and,
2. Increase environmentally compatible public access to Bay resources.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Criteria were established by the Management Conference to reflect the goals and objectives of this
action plan. The first goal is reflected in the federal consistency review process by a criterion that
requires that federal activities that cause a significant increase in the shoreline erosion or subsidence
in the Galveston Bay system be avoided.

Two criteria can be used in the consistency review process to encourage and support efforts under
the second goal. One requires that federal activities which result in the transfer of federally owned
or controlled real property that contains valuable wetlands, natural reefs, or fish and wildlife habitat
will first consider alternatives which result in public trusts for conservation purposes. These
conservation trusts can also provide public access to recreational opportunities. The other criterion
requires that any project within the Galveston Bay area that demonstrates an intent to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP, be given preference over those lacking such demonstration.
This criterion, while applicable to several of the goals of the CCMP, will be particularly valuable in
the achievement of this goal. It will give those entities applying for federal assistance to purchase
lands for beach access purposes or to implement good shoreline management an advantage over
those competing for the same federal funds for other purposes not within the CCMP. It can serve
as an incentive to encourage incorporation of the CCMP goals into the TCMP by applying this
criterion to the review of the CZMP Administration Grant (Catalog # 11.419).

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables IA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.
The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
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assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.

Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT
SM-2:
Identify Appropriate
Residential Shoreline
Development
Guidelines

The TCMP will have the authority to do this. Coordination
with the GLO during the development of such standards can
assure implementation of the goals of the CCMP. Annual
consistency review of the implementation grants for the
TCMP (312 review) can be used as a tool to encourage the
GLO to develop such standards.

NOAA
11.419

SM-3:
Identify Appropriate
Commercial and
Industrial Shoreline
Development
Guidelines

The TCMP will have the authority to do this. Coordination
with the GLO during the development of such standards can
assure implementation of the goals of the CCMP. Annual
consistency review of the implementation grants for the
TCMP (312 review) can be used as a tool to encourage the
GLO to develop such standards.

NOAA
11.419

SM-4:
Minimize Negative
Effects of Structures
on Publicly Owned
Land

The TCMP will have the authority to do this. Coordination
with the GLO during the development of such standards can
assure implementation of the goals of the CCMP. Annual
consistency review of the implementation grants for the
TCMP (312 review) can be used as a tool to encourage the
GLO to develop such standards. Once the TCMP is
approved by NOAA and the goals and policies of the CCMP
are incorporated into the TCMP, Section 404 and Section
10 Corps permits involving structures can be reviewed for
consistency with the CCMP and used as a tool to minimize
negative effects of structures.

NOAA
11.419

SM-5:
Improve Access to
Publicly Owned
Shorelines

Some state and local regulations and plans are already in
place to discourage impacts on public access to beaches.
They are being developed under the TCMP. Consistency
review of implementation grants can be used as a tool to
encourage the implementation of such regulations.
Consistency review of the real property acquisitions or
dispositions by federal agencies can be a source of
potential land for parks and public areas to enhance public
access.

NOAA
11.419

39.002,
39.003,

39.007, etc.
RTC
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Water and Sediment Quality

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to maintain and improve the water and sediment
quality of Galveston Bay. The Management Conference has established the following goals to be
pursued by the implementation of this action plan:

1. Reduce toxicity and contaminants concentration in water and sediments; and
2. Increase dissolved oxygen in problem areas.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Criteria were established by the Management Conference to reflect the goals and objectives of this
action plan. The goals are reflected in the federal consistency review process by two criteria. One
requires that federal activities preserve or enhance the water and sediment quality of Galveston Bay
and the other requires that any activity that causes a discharge into the Galveston Bay system be in
compliance with the State Water Quality Standards.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables IA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.
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Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

WATER AND SEDIMENT QUALITY STANDARDS

Reduce Contaminant
Concentration

WQS-6:
Reduce Nutrient and
BOD Loading to
Problem Areas

Consistency review of federal actions which introduce
contaminants can be used as a tool to discourage such
actions. Consistency review of applications for NPDES and
NFS implementation grants can be used to encourage
TNRCC to implement this action.
Thorough consistency reviews encourage reduction on
discharge of nutrients by federally assisted or conducted
actions. Consistency review of application for
implementation grants from EPA can be used as a tool to
encourage TNRCC to implement this action.

EPA
66.419
66.460
66.463

EPA
66.419
66.460
66.463
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Nonpoint Sources of Pollution

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to reduce harm from nonpoint sources of
pollution entering Galveston Bay. The Management Conference has established the six following
goals to be pursued by the implementation of this action plan:

1. Reduce urban NFS pollutant loads;
2. Reduce industrial NFS pollutant loads;
3. Reduce agricultural NFS pollutant loads;
4. Reduce construction NFS pollutant loads;
5. Reduce marina water quality degradation associated with sewage; and,
6. Reduce marina and dockside NFS pollutant loads.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

The Management Conference established criteria to reflect the goals and objectives of this action
plan. All of these goals are reflected in the federal consistency review process by two general
criteria. One requires that any federal activities that cause a significant increase in nonpoint source
pollution entering Galveston Bay be avoided and the other requires that federal activities preserve
or enhance the water and sediment quality of Galveston Bay.

The goals which concern marinas were not specifically addressed in the federal consistency review
criteria because such criteria could not be applied without the authority to review permits unless the
marina was constructed by a federal entity or was federally funded. The authority to review permits
may eventually be available for use if the TCMP is approved, but such authority is not currently
available to the Galveston Bay Program.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables LA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.
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Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

NONPOINT SOURCES OF POLLUTION
NPS-4:
Establish Residential
Load Reduction
Programs

Through consistency review of implementation grants for
TNRCC programs, the enhancement of existing or
development of new TNRCC ordinances and TNRCC
education programs can be encouraged. Once the TCMP is
approved, the consistency review of the TCMP
implementation grant (312 review) can be used as a
mechanism to encourage the use of TCMP resources to
provide educational programs.

EPA
66.419, 66.460

NOAA
(TCMP)

11.419

NPS-6:
Implement NPS
Reduction Plan
Program for New
Development

Once the TCMP is approved, the consistency review of the
TCMP implementation grant (312 review) can be used as a
mechanism to encourage the development and
implementation of a coastal NPS reduction plan.

NOAA
11.419

NPS-7:
Establish Roadway
Planning to
Minimize NPS
Effects

Consistency review of highway research, planning, and
construction grants provided by DOT can encourage use of
best available technology and practices to reduce TSS,
nonpoint source loading from new highway developments.

DOT
20.205

NPS-8:
Implement NPDES
Stormwater Program
for Area Industries

Consistency review of application for NPDES
implementation grants can be used to encourage efforts
toward goals of CCMP once TNRCC has authorization.

EPA
66.463

NPS-9:
Prevent Degradation
of Bay Waters by
Groundwater Plumes

Consistency review of application for NPS implementation
grants can be used to encourage TNRCC to require
remediation.

EPA
66.460

NPS-12:
Adopt Regional
Construction
Standards for NPS
Reduction

Consistency review of application for implementation grants
for NPS program can be used to encourage TNRCC to
develop this inventory.

EPA
66.460

NPS-14:
Require Sewage
Pumpout, Storage,
and Provisions for
Treatment

Consistency review of federal action associated with
marinas is a good method to influence select future projects,
but it is not retroactive. After TCMP is approved,
consistency review will cover more aspects of marina use
and development. Via consistency review of applications for
TCMP implementation grants, the GLO can be encouraged
to address these issues in the development of the TCMP and
the coastal NPS plan. Through consistency review of the
application for the NPS implementation grant, the TNRCC
can be encouraged to designate 'no-discharge' zones.

EPA
66.460
NOAA
11.419

NPS-16:
Implement
Washdown Controls
and Containment
Requirements

Once TNRCC receives authorization for the NPDES
program, consistency review of application for
implementation grants can be used to encourage the
implementation of required pollution prevention measures.
Consistency review of application for TCMP implementation
grants may be useful to encourage development and
adoption of such controls and requirements under the
coastal NPS plan.

EPA
66.460
NOAA
11.419
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Point Sources of Pollution

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to improve the control of toxins, nutrients, and
other pollutants discharged into the Galveston Bay system by industrial, municipal, and petroleum
discharges. The Management Conference has established the four following goals to be pursued by
the implementation of this action plan:

1. Eliminate wet weather sewage bypasses and overflows;
2. Eliminate pollution problems from poorly operated wastewater treatment plants;
3. Eliminate illegal connections to storm sewers; and
4. Eliminate harm from produced water discharges.

In order to use federal consistency review as a tool to accomplish these goals, the federal agencies
must be informed of the criteria to be used by the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a
federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. Furthermore, the criteria must reflect the goals listed
above.

Two general criteria were established by the Management Conference to reflect the goals and
objectives of this action plan. One requires that federal activities preserve or enhance the water and
sediment quality of Galveston Bay and the other requires that any activity that causes a discharge
into the Galveston Bay system be in compliance with the State Water Quality Standards.

Since the elimination of wet weather sewage bypasses or overflows was considered a very high
priority goal, a specific criterion was established to reflect this goal. This criterion requires that any
federal activities concerning wastewater treatment facilities that do not have adequate capacity to
prevent bypasses and overflows will coordinate with the Galveston Bay Program in setting
acceptable goals for corrective action.

The federal consistency review criteria may be altered in the future in order to enhance the
application of the criteria to permit consistency reviews. Such criteria could not be applied without
the authority to review permits and such authority is not currently available to the Galveston Bay
Program. The authority to review permits may eventually be available for use if the TCMP is
approved.

The fourth goal was not addressed in the federal consistency review criteria because it was the
opinion of the Management Conference that such a criterion could not be applied without the
authority to review permits. The authority to review permits may eventually be available for use if
the TCMP is approved, but such authority is not currently available to the Galveston Bay Program.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables IA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with the above criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not.
Appendix V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provides information as to
whether each federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential
to further the goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The following table is a summary of the strategy that can be used to facilitate the implementation of
each action within this action plan via assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review. It identifies key federal projects and programs that can be
reviewed. Through the Galveston Bay Program's comments requesting accommodation, these
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programs can be encouraged to either implement some of these actions or modify certain projects
so that they do not conflict with these actions. The federal agency sponsoring this particular federal
program is identified and the specific catalog number used to identify the particular federal
assistance program is listed. The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal
assistance program with a catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically
exempt by law.

Federal Consistency as a Tool for Implementation

CCMP
Action # & Title Application of Consistency for Implementation

Federal
Agency &
Catalog #

POINT SOURCES OF POLLUTION
PS-2:
Eliminate or Reduce
Bypass or Overflow
Problems

PS-3:
Regionalize Small
Wastewater
Treatment Systems

PS-4:
Improved
Compliance
Monitoring and
Enforcement

Consistency review of the NPDES implementation grants
can be used to encourage TNRCC to require the
development of action plans via administrative orders. The
State Revolving Fund Grants could be used as a source of
funding to implement the corrective action plans.
Consistency review can be used to encourage the
regionalization of small wastewater treatment systems.
Consistency review of any federal assistance to these small
systems can be used as a tool to encourage these systems to
regionalize. May need special criteria in order to do this.
State Revolving Fund Grants could be a potential source of
funding for the regionalization of specific treatment systems.
Consistency review of the NPDES implementation grant can
be used to encourage TNRCC to improve their compliance
monitoring and enforcement.

EPA
66.463, 66.458

EPA
66.463, 66.458

EPA
66.463
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Federal Consistency Review
Action Plan Summary

Support for Action Plans

Federal consistency review can be used as a tool to facilitate research, public participation and
education, regional monitoring plans, and data and information management strategies. Several
goals were established by the management conference to define the implementation of these
services that will support the CCMP.

The Management Conference established a criterion that reflects these goals which will be used by
the Galveston Bay Program to determine whether a federal activity is consistent with the CCMP. It
requires that any project within the Galveston Bay area that demonstrates an intent to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP, be given preference over those lacking such demonstration.
This criterion, while applicable to most of the goals of the CCMP, will be particularly valuable in
the achievement of this goal. It will give those entities applying for federal assistance to pursue
research, public participation and education programs and to develop and/or implement
environmental monitoring programs an advantage over those competing for the same federal funds
for other purposes not within the CCMP. There exist numerous such federal assistance programs.

Any federal assistance programs and direct development projects, which are listed in Tables LA and
IB of the Federal Consistency Report, that may be conducted in the future, will be required to
comply with these criteria or the sponsoring federal agency will have to explain why not. Appendix
V (Tables I, II and III) of the Federal Consistency Report provide information as to whether each
federal project or program has the potential to be inconsistent with or has the potential to further the
goals and objectives of the CCMP.

The Galveston Bay Program has the authority to review any federal assistance program with a
catalog number and any direct development projects not specifically exempt by law. The
implementation strategy presented in a previous chapter will point out the federal projects and
programs that will be most useful in providing the technical assistance and funding for the services
needed to implement the CCMP. By assertion of the authority granted under CWA Section
320(b)(7) for federal consistency review, such projects and programs can be encouraged to
incorporate the goals and objectives of the CCMP.
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