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Introducing the New & Improved Advocate

You spoke; we listened and took action. training opportunities. A large majority.  retained the familiar look, but rede-
Advocateeaders who returned our = also said they save issues for future ref- signed the format so that now you can
survey questionnaire from the January- erence; an overwhelming majority said easily save issues in a three-ring

February issue said new rules, pending they'd rather receive thidvocateby binder for later reference.
rules, and enforcement issues are by | mail than via electronic means. The new design features these
far the most useful topics. Many also In your hands now is the new and = changes:
said they wanted more information on  improvedAdvocate We've kept the m “Upcoming Events” and mailing
upcoming events, particularly regional focus on rules and enforcement and information now appear on a hew
back page.
. . . . . = A new page 3 lists Small Busi-
Stricter Emission Limits Proposed for ness and Local Government
Stationary Diesel Engines in Houston Area Assistance (SBLGA) services

and names and telephone numbers
The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) is consid-  of regional SBLGA contacts.
ering new rules that will help control air pollution from diesel engines = An index of articles that have
in the Houston/Galveston ozone nonattainment area, including appeared in thAdvocateover
Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liber the past year will be provided
Montgomery, and Waller counties. with the November-December is-
Stationary diesel or dual-fuel engines in this area sue to help you find a particu-
would have to comply with stricter emission specifica- lar topic.
tions and new operating restrictions. The rules would And while you'll still be
affect such operations as rock crushers, sand and gra able to download thadvocate
plants, hot mix asphalt and concrete plants, and oil and from our Web site, you'll con-
gas drilling rigs. tinue to receive a paper copy in
Under the proposed rules: the mail every two months.
m Stationary diesel or dual-fuel engines could not be Thank you for helping us make the
started or operated for testing or maintenance between Advocatebetter than even
6 am and 12 noon, effective April 1, 2002.
= New stationary diesel engines purchased after Octd Tighter emissions standards for heavy duty on-
ber 1, 2001, would have to meet Environmental Protquens i eS| engines also are being considered by
tion Agency (EPA) emission standards for non-road [N Yool T agency is planning to propose
diesel engines in effect at the time of purchase. that Texas follow California’s lead in adopting
= New engines operated more than 100 hours per year SV Tt Y s R PR | R e XIS A A YA
(eIl S CAVUCER U EMIVACICMIIINEIRIDN ;5 ifornia is expected to adopt the standards in
(NO,) was 10 tons or more per year would have to ob S IVESTetas YN N e el Y RN RS e e

tain NQ, allowances before they could start operations [ N P (1 T proposed rule that
as part of the emissions cap and trade program. Thi QeSS published for comment. =

(Continued on page 2)



Stricter Emission Limits Proposed for Stationary Diesel Engines (continued)

program allocates to existing fa-
cilities a limited amount of NO©
that can be emitted in the area.
Facilities can buy, sell, or trade
emissions allowances among
themselves. Allowances are esti-
mated to cost between $500 and
$5,000 per ton.

m Existing engines also would be
subject to cap and trade require-
ments if they were modified,
reconstructed or moved.

m Stationary diesel engines used
less than 100 hours per year
would have to record their oper-
ating times using elapsed run
time meters. (Because such
meters have long been standard

equipment on most engines, the
TNRCC estimates that very few
engines would need retrofitting.)

Existing stationary diesel engines
used exclusively in emergency situa-
tions or for agricultural operations
would be exempted from the emis-
sions standards. Engines at minor NO
sources (with potential to emit less
than 25 tons annually) that were rated
at less than 50 horsepower also would
be exempt.

In May, TNRCC commissioners ap-
proved publishing the proposed rule
package for comment. Once all com-
ments are considered, commissioners
will be asked to adopt the rule, prob-
ably on September 12, 20Gid.

New Class V Injection Well Rules
Affect Subsurface Disposal
of Motor Vehicle Waste

Motor vehicle service facilities

information on closing or permitting

where floor drains or wash basins lead Class V injection wells, contact the

to shallow wells or septic systems

TNRCC'’s Underground Injection

face a whole new set of rules. Because Control Permits Team at 512-239-6633

of new federal regulations, the
TNRCC has had to amend its rules
governing “Class V injection wells.”
These commonly are floor
drains connected to sum
and separator systems
in motor vehicle
maintenance or re-ty~
pair bays through
which fluids like
transmission engine oil, power steer-
ing or brake fluid, antifreeze, cleaning
solvents, paints and degreasers are
disposed of using shallow wells, septic
systems, or leach fields.

If you have a Class V motor vehicle
waste disposal well, you must either
close it or apply for a permit. In order
to close the well, you must first regis-
ter with the TNRCC and then follow
federal closure requirements. Permit-
ting requirements are very stringent
and include treating the discharge to
drinking water standards. For further

or call the EPA's Small Business Divi-
sion at 1-800-368-5888 and ask for a
%3% free copy of “How
the New Motor Ve-
hicle Waste Dis-
posal Well Rule
Affects Your
Business.” This
reader-friendly
compliance guide
(EPA 816-R-00-018) also contains a
closure pre-notification form, a com-
pliance checklist, and tips on best
management practices.

SBLGA in a

Don’t Tank Over
Water Tank
Maintenance

Elevated tanks that store drinking
water for communities need regular
maintenance, including blasting and
repainting. Whether you represent the
water supplier or the contractor doing
the maintenance, you need to make
sure that the maintenance activities
comply with environmental rules. If
not, you can be fined as well as face
other penalties.

What are the rules? First and fore-
most, determine whether any lead is
present before doing any blasting. If
the coating contains lead concentra-
tions of one percent or greater, you
must notify the appropriate TNRCC re-
gional office in writing at least 10 days
before starting the blasting. You also
must control emissions by using one of
the following methods: vacuum blast-
ing; shrouded wet abrasive blasting;
shrouded hydroblasting; or an equiva-
lent TNRCC-approved method. You
also can use shrouded dry abrasive
blasting if no residences or pubticeas
are within 500 feet dhe storage tank.

Any one of these methods for con-
trolling emissions can be used if the
coating contains less than one percent
lead and private residences or public
areas are located within 500 feet of the
tank or 10 times the height of the tank
(whichever is greater). If private resi-
dences or public areas are further away,
no additional controls are required.
However, you still must control emis-
sions so as to avoid creating “nui-
sance” conditions. Questions? Give us
a call, at 1-800-447-282x.

Nutshell

Small businesses and local governments throughout Texas speak their mind
about SBLGA services! An eight-minute video of their experiences is now
available for presentations to community groups, industry associations, civic
organizations, and other groups. Find out how SBLGA can work for you. Call
your regional compliance assistance specialist or 1-800-447-2827 to arrange
for a presentation. =



Be A Voice for Small Business

in Your Community Local Specialists

. o | are Ready
Want to have a role in shaping environmental policy in Texas? Interested in
helping your community resolve its environmental problems? A Small Business to HEIp You!
. . o |
Advisory Cgmmntee (SBAC) is ju_st the place fpr y_ou. You've also got free, confidential
SBACs give small businesses in Texas a voice in the TNRCC's regulatory pro: —
_ L _ _ help right in your back yard. Just
cess and help promote environmental quality in tandem with economic growth. .
. ) , check the list below for your local
SBACs are coordinated by the TNRCC’s Small Business and Environmental As- . . -
. L . compliance assistance specialist:
sistance Division. We schedule quarterly meetings where SBAC members can
comment on existing and proposed environmental policies and programs or raisﬁegion 1 (Amarillo)
other environmental issues. SBACs also serve as forums to educate local busi- Doug White 806/468-0505
nesses on environmental rules and how to comply with them. .
; ; ; ion 2 (Lubbock)
SBAC members include small business leaders, environmental consultants, & ?f
. L o . eleste Hoehne 806/788-5005
representatives of trade associations and government organizations. Committees
currently operate in Beaumont-Port Arthur, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, and SaRegion 3 (Abilene)
Antonio. For more information on joining an SBAC, call 1-800-447-2827. Kara Dudash 915/698-6104

Region 4 (Arlington)

Mike Smithson 817/588-5836
You Can Call on Us T
Kevin Glanton 903/535-5133

. .
Confused about environmental regulations? Cynthia Skief 903/535-5158
Concerned about inspections? '
2 Region 6 (El Paso)
Who can you turn to for help: Pamela Aquirre 915/834-4971

Call the folks with Region 7 (Midland)
Small Business and Local Government Assistance iz Qrrems. SSBAO-EI TS

1-800-447-2827 Region 8 (San Angelo)
Bill Koger 915/481-8061
You can get free, confidential help with questions on air, water, waste,

or pollution prevention issues from this special section of the Texas Natufal Region 9 (Waco)
Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC). Elaine Alexander 254/761-3044

Small Business and Local Government Assistance (SBLGA) works for ey Buzbee 254/761-3059
you by: Region 10 (Beaumont)

= providing local environmental assistance when and where it's needdgd; Charlie Adams 409/899-8788

= giving small business and local government a voice in TNRCC rule and

policy making; and
= communicating technical information in plain language.

Region 11 (Austin)
Scott Wiedeman 512/491-5504

. . Region 12 (Houston)
SBLGA is entirely separate Clarence Gray 713/767-3582

from TNRCC'’s enforcement program. Cynthia Williams 713/767-3549

With SBLGA, you benefit from: gﬁg?()t!‘ 13B(San Ant2()1r3203 1028

= atoll-free hotline and Web site with answers to technical questions ¢n Ch;;zt;n(?arfc:%rgr; A
air, water, waste, and pollution prevention;

m industry-specific compliance guidebooks for metal finishers, printers, Region 14 (Corpus Christi)
dry cleaners, auto body and auto repair shops, and facilities making Glenda Swierc 361/825-3421
wood and fiberglass products;

m thelLocal Government Guide to the TNRQ&I-145), a reference book
with plain language environmental information; and

= many more services. Region 16 (Laredo)
Rolando Gallegos 956/721-8457

Region 15 (Harlingen)
Luis Campos 956/389-7425




UPCOMING

Electronic Reporting Training (512/239-6925)
Austin: July 6, August 3, September 7
www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/permitting/r_e/eval/we/steers.html

TPDES Storm Water Permitting Seminars (512/239-6644)
Beaumont: July 24; Tyler: July 26; Austin: July 30
www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/permitting/waterperm/wwperm/tpdestorm.htmi

Dallas Small Business Advisory Committee
August 28, Emily Barrett 512/239-3546

Houston Small Business Advisory Committee
September 6, Clarence Gray 713/767-3582

World Safety Organization’s 15" International
Environmental Health and Safety Conference and Expo (Jerry Atlas 254/867-3438)
Waco: September 10-12

Golden Triangle Small Business Advisory Committee
September 13, Charlie Adams 409/899-8788

Texas Renewable Energy Roundup (512/345-5446)
Fredericksburg: September 28-30
www.RenewableEnergyRoundup.com

The Advocate is
published bimonthly by the
Small Business and Local
Government Assistance Program.
Comments or suggestions for future
articles should be sent to:

The Advocate Editor
Small Business and Environmental
Assistance Division, MC 106
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Toll Free
1-800-447-2827

(All calls are confidential)

Fax: 512/239-1065

Web Site:
www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/exec/shea/sblga.html

Sy, The TNRCC is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability,
= 2 age, sexual orientation or veteran status. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this document may be requested in alternate formats by contacting the
U “\ﬁg TNRCC at 512/239-0028, Fax 512/239-4488 or 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD), or by writing P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087.
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