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For and about small businesses and local governments affected by environmental regulations

TCEQ Issues a New Phase II MS4

The new TPDES general 
permit for Phase II 
(Small) Municipal  
Separate Storm Sewer 

Systems - TXR040000 became  
effective December 13, 2013.  
Operators of small MS4s must  
apply for authorization under the 
new permit by June 11, 2014. 

Municipalities and other entities 
such as counties, universities, and  
special districts may be regulated  
MS4 operators if their roads, streets, 
gutters, ditches, channels, drains, or 
other stormwater conveyances are 
located within an urbanized area 
(UA). Maps identifying the urbanized 
areas are listed by city and state at the 
United States Census Bureau website 
at <www2.census.gov/geo/maps/ 
dc10map/UAUC_RefMap/ua/>. 

To obtain permit coverage, submit a 
new Notice of Intent, a $100 applica-
tion fee, and a Stormwater Manage-
ment Program before June 11, 2014. 
Existing authorizations will remain 
active until the new applications are 
approved.

MS4s serving a population of 
fewer than 1,000 within a UA may 
qualify for a waiver. Those applica-
tions must also be submitted before 
June 11, 2014. Provisional coverage 
begins 30 days after the TCEQ re-
ceives the application.

The reissued general permit, fact-
sheet, Response to Comments, and 
a Frequently Asked Questions docu-
ment are now available on the TCEQ 
website at <www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/
phase2ms4>.

The revised NOI Form No. 20368 
and Waiver Form No. 20369 can be 
found on the TCEQ website at <www.

tceq.texas.gov/search_forms.html>. 
Forms from the previous permit period 
are no longer valid and will not be 
processed. 

Additional compliance resources 
are available at Assistance Tools for 
Stormwater Permitting at <www.tceq.
texas.gov/assistance/water/sw.html>.

For help understanding the require-
ments or the permitting process, 
contact the Small Business & Local 
Government Assistance Section’s 
compliance hotline at 1-800-447-2827 
or the Stormwater & Pretreatment 
Team at 512-239-4671 or by e-mail at 
<SWGP@tceq.texas.gov>. ■

Changes Coming for  
Stage II Vapor Recovery Systems

When the Federal Clean Air Act was written, it prescribed stage II vapor recov-
ery systems be used until onboard vapor recovery canisters on vehicles were in 
widespread use. EPA has determined that onboard canisters on vehicles are now 
in widespread use, which will allow states to develop a procedure for removing or 
decommissioning stage II systems. The procedure must be approved by the EPA. 

The TCEQ has completed revising the rules and they are being reviewed by the 
EPA. Decommissioning may not begin until 30 days after the EPA approves the 
modified TCEQ rules. We have been working closely with EPA in this process and 
we expect the EPA to approve the TCEQ rules sometime in the first half of 2014.  
In the meantime, you must maintain Stage II vapor recovery system equipment 
and testing. 

Information will be sent to all owners and operators when the EPA approves the 
TCEQ rules. The updated information will be available at <www.tceq.texas.gov/
assistance/industry/pst/pst.html>.

You can receive updates by e-mail: on the TCEQ home page, <www.tceq.texas.
gov>, click on “sign up for e-mail updates” and after logging in, click on “Regula-
tory Announcements for Small Businesses and Local Governments.” ■

Connect with Take Care of  
Texas on Facebook!  

Like TCOT on Facebook and get a 
tip of the week. Visit <Facebook.

com/TakeCareOfTexas>.

http://www.Facebook.com/TakeCareOfTexas
http://www.Facebook.com/TakeCareOfTexas
http://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/dc10map/UAUC_RefMap/ua/
http://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/dc10map/UAUC_RefMap/ua/
file:///C:\Users\JEKRAMER\Desktop\PD-6-14-1Advocate\workingtext\%3cwww.tceq.texas.gov\assistance\water\sw.html
file:///C:\Users\JEKRAMER\Desktop\PD-6-14-1Advocate\workingtext\%3cwww.tceq.texas.gov\assistance\water\sw.html
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2014 Dates to Remember 
This is a guide only; it may not be 

all-inclusive.

January
1	 •	Waste Reduction Policy Act: 

Executive Summary of Five-Year 
Pollution Prevention Plan, every 
fifth year

10	 •	Groundwater or purchased  
water systems: Disinfectant Level 
Quarterly Operating Report 
(DLQOR)

20	 •	Quarterly Biomonitoring  
Discharge Monitoring Report 
(DMR) and Tables

25	 •	 Industrial and Hazardous  
waste: annual summary report 
(paper filers)	

	 •	Used-Oil collection center:  
annual report 

	 •	Used-oil filter handlers: renew 
registration and report in even-
numbered years

30	 •	Water and wastewater investor-
owned utilities, districts, water 
supply corporations, and affected 
counties: regulatory assessment 
fee

	 •	Dry cleaners: quarterly registra-
tion fee

February
15	 •	Concentrated Animal Feeding 

Operations (CAFO): annual report

March
1	 •	Water rights holder: annual 

water-use report
	 •	Scrap-tire transporter: annual 

activity report
	 •	Combined scrap tire facility and 

storage site: annual activity report

	 •	 Industrial and hazardous  
waste: annual summary report 
(electronic filers)

	 •	Medical waste transporter  
and self-transporter: annual  
waste report

	 •	Medical waste: annual registration 
and summary

	 •	Tier II reports
20	 •	2013 Scrap Tire Transporter 

Annual Report
20	 •	2013 Tire Facility and Storage 

Site Combined Annual Activity 
Reports

31	 •	Air Emissions Inventory Annual 
Report on air emissions events

31	 •	Multi-sector general permit 
(MSGP) for:	

			  ~	Industrial stormwater discharges
			  ~	Benchmark monitoring summary
			  ~	DMRs on numeric effluent 	

		  limit (annual hazardous metals) 	
		  DMRs on sector-specific, 		
		  numeric effluent limits

TCEQ Announces Grants  
for Alternative Fueling Stations

The TCEQ is offering up to $7.6 million in grants to eligible individuals, busi-
nesses, and governmental entities to continue the development of a network of 
alternative fuel and/or natural gas fueling stations.  The grant application period 
began Nov. 15, 2013, and runs through Feb. 18, 2014.  

The Clean Transportation Triangle and Alternative Fueling Facilities Program 
grants are part of the Texas Emissions Reduction Plan, and we offer them to eli-
gible entities that intend to build, own, and operate alternative fuel and/or natural 
gas fueling stations in eligible Texas counties.

For more information on the grant programs and to access up-to-date informa-
tion on the application process, specific geographic eligibility requirements, and 
copies of all application forms for both programs, visit our website at <www.tceq.
texas.gov/airquality/terp/ctt.html>, or call Kathleen Vale, TCEQ’s CTT/AFFP 
Grant Manager, at 800-919-TERP (8377). ■

Renew Your Subscription to  
The Advocate

Renew your subscription today to make sure you don’t miss an issue. In keeping 
with TCEQ’s goal of reducing paper consumption, we encourage you to sign up 
for the electronic version of The Advocate. Sign up at 

<www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/resources/e-advocate.html>

You will receive an e-mail alert when each new issue is available to read online. 
If you have not contacted us in two years and wish to continue receiving the print 
edition, please e-mail your name and address to <sbap@tceq.texas.gov> or call us 
at 800-447-2827. ■

Local Compliance  
Assistance Specialists are  

Ready to Help You!

Region 1 - Amarillo 
Patty Avery,  
806-468-0505

Region 2 - Lubbock 
Celeste Hoehne,  
806-796-7642

Region 3 - Abilene 
Diana Steele,  
325-481-8061

Region 4 -  
Dallas–Ft. Worth 
Kathryn Bazan,  
817-588-5827 
Morgan Jansing, 
817-588-5868 
Danielle Cochran, 
817-588-5927 

Region 5 - Tyler 
Jack Holsomback,  
903-535-5158

Region 6 - El Paso 
Pamela Aguirre,  
915-834-4974

Region 7 -  
Midland 
Celeste Hoehne,  
806-796-7642

Region 8 -  
San Angelo 
Diana Steele,  
325-481-8061  
Shannon Chambers, 
325-481-8054

You have free, confidential help  
right in your backyard.

Region 9 - Waco 
Polly Porter,  
254-761-3039

Region 10 - Beaumont 
Charlie Adams,  
409-899-8788 
Lori Palmer,  
409-899-8789

Region 11 - Austin 
Colin Barth,  
512-239-7015

Region 12 - Houston 
Cynthia Williams,  
713-767-3549 
Stephen Scalise,  
713-767-3726 
Rebecca Costigan, 
713-767-3693

Region 13 -  
San Antonio 
Asma Vahora,  
210-403-4039 
Nathan Weiss,  
210-403-4092 
Amber Fisher,  
210-403-4028

Region 14 -  
Corpus Christi 
Daphne McCann, 
361-825-3387

Region 15 - Harlingen 
Imelda Peña,  
956-389-7427

Region 16 - Laredo 
Carmen Ramirez,  
956-721-8457

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/resources/e-advocate.html
mailto:sbap%40tceq.texas.gov?subject=Email%20from%20The%20Advocate%20Oct-Dec%202013
http://www.terpgrants.org
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Rulemaking Related to HB 252 Has Begun— 
180-Day Reporting Requirement for Water Utilities

The TCEQ has begun the rulemaking 
process to implement HB 252, which 
went into effect on Sept. 1, 2013. The 
legislation requires water utilities to 
determine the number of days of avail-
able water supply and  

report to the TCEQ when their available 
water supply is less than 180 days. 

Although the legislation is in effect, 
we are writing a rule which explain in 
more detail what utilities are required 
to report and how to report it. We  

anticipate that the rule will be pro-
posed at the Commissioners’ Agenda 
on Feb. 26, 2014. 

For more information about the 
proposed rules go to <www.tceq.texas.
gov/goto/hb252>. ■

Learn More About Compliance History
Every Sept. 1, the TCEQ calculates 

compliance-history ratings and deter-
mines compliance-history classifica-
tions for all entities regulated under 
Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, 
Chapter 60 (the compliance-history 
rule). These ratings are based on an 
evaluation of an entity’s compliance 
with environmental rules and regula-
tions. This evaluation includes a re-
view of any violations, investigations 
or audits that occurred within the pre-
vious five years.

On Nov. 15, the TCEQ pub-
lishes these ratings and makes them 

available for viewing on the TCEQ 
website. Any entities that receive an 
unsatisfactory classification for the 
first time will receive an “Unsatisfac-
tory Compliance History Notification” 
letter from the TCEQ. These letters are 
for informational purposes only and 
do not require any action to be taken 
by the recipient. 

You can learn more about com-
pliance history, including how to 
appeal an unsatisfactory rating, 
from RG-457, Compliance His-
tory: How it Works, at <www.tceq.
texas.gov/publications/rg/rg-457.
html>, or by visiting the following 
Web page: <www.tceq.texas.gov/
enforcement/history>. ■

U P C O M I N G
E V E N T S

From the general calendar of events  
at <www.tceq.texas.gov/events>

Industrial Emissions Inventory Workshop
Jan. 23, 9:00-4:30, Pickle Center, Austin, Texas

Contact: Mary Kelley, 512-239-3143

More information:  
<www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/events/industrialemissionsinventoryworkshop>

TCEQ Environmental Trade Fair and Conference 
Scheduled for May

This year’s Trade Fair will take place May 6-7, 2014  
at the Austin Convention Center. 

The event includes more than 100 educational sessions on topics  
from oil and gas to waste management, as well as more than 400 exhibits 

showcasing the latest environmental information. 

To register to attend, and find additional information,  
please visit <www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/etfc>.

Toll Free & Confidential:  

1-800-447-2827

CALL ON US

Get free, confidential help with 
questions on air, water, waste, 
or pollution prevention issues 
from this special section of the 

TCEQ. SBLGA works for you by:
•	providing local environmental 

assistance when and where 
it’s needed;

•	communicating technical 
information in plain language; 
and

•	giving small business and 
local government a voice in 
TCEQ rule and policy-making.

On the Web at: 
TexasEnviroHelp.org 

SBLGA is entirely separate from  
TCEQ’s enforcement program.

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/events
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/events/industrialemissionsinventoryworkshop
http://www.TexasEnviroHelp.org
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/enforcement/history
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/enforcement/history


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SMALL BUSINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSISTANCE DIVISION, MC 108
TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
PO BOX 13087
AUSTIN TX 78711-3087

You are currently on our subscription list to receive the quarterly rules update, The Advocate. Instead of receiving the paper copy in the mail, 
you have the option of receiving e-mails from us when we post the latest issue in PDF format on our website at <www.tceq.texas.gov/comm_exec/
forms_pubs/pubs/pd/pd-006.html>.

If you would prefer e-mail instead of the printed copy, please e-mail us at <sbap@tceq.texas.gov>. Be sure to let us know the name your 
subscription is under and the e-mail address you would prefer us to send to, if different from the one you use to contact us.

Disclaimer: This regulatory guidance publication does not take the place of the full, official TCEQ rules. It is intended only as a general explana-
tion about selected parts of the rules. If you have questions about any information contained in this periodical, contact us at 800-447-2827.

How is our customer service? Fill out our online customer-satisfaction survey at <www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey>.
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