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8-Hour Implementation Under Way

The long-awaited 8-hour ozone standard is marching toward implementation, and an estimated 21 Texas
counties will feel the consequences.

Efforts to improve air quality in Texas are centering on the new federal 8-hour ozone standard and its 2004
implementation date.

The state has proposed that 21 counties be designated as nonattainment--or failing to comply--with the more
rigorous 8-hour standard for ground-level ozone. The recommendation includes counties that are nonattainment for
the existing 1-hour ozone standard and those in which air monitoring data show violations of the 8-hour standard.

The recommendation also recognized the importance of
regional solutions to air quality problems. Several regions
of the state are participating in voluntary plans to reduce
ozone, and they are receiving state funding for air quality
planning.

Satisfying federal air quality requirements will become
tougher next year for counties already having ozone
problems. Not only does the 8-hour standard have a
longer monitoring period, it imposes more demanding
limits on ozone levels. The new standard sets acceptable
levels at no more than 85 parts per billion, in contrast to a
ceiling of 125 ppb under the 1-hour standard.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) designed the
8-hour standard to better safeguard public health.
Implementation was delayed several years by lawsuits,
which are now resolved.

As required, the TCEQ compiled a preliminary list of
counties that do not meet the 8-hour standard and took
public comment in June. Gov. Rick Perry forwarded the state's recommendation to EPA in mid-July.

The submission of proposed nonattainment counties was the first step in a months-long process, which includes two
opportunities for the state to revise the list. EPA will issue final nonattainment designations next April.
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