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Waste Management for
Authorized Facilities:
Responding to a Disaster
If you must respond to damage from a hurricane, flood, tornado, fire, or other
emergency this information will help you understand relevant environmental
rules and decide on a reasonable course of action to follow.
If you have any questions, please contact the TCEQ regional office that serves you
at <www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/region>.
For information about other types of disasters, i.e.; spills, wildfires and other
environmental emergencies or situations, go to <www.tceq.texas.gov/response>.

Municipal Solid Waste Facilities:
May municipal solid waste facilities make changes such
as extending operating hours or expanding capacity to
address impacts from a declared disaster?
Your authorized MSW facility may request to temporarily extend operating and
waste acceptance-hours, increase daily acceptance rate limits, authorize storage
activities or increase storage limits, or change other operational limits, as
appropriate to the disaster. These requests are prioritized during emergencies.
To contact the MSW Permits Section call 512-239-2335 or email
<MSWPER@tceq.texas.gov>.

What do I need from TCEQ to stage debris for removal
from impacted communities?
TCEQ may authorize temporary debris management sites (TDMS). The sites
must also have local government approval and may not be located in the 100-year
floodplain or within wetlands. Other restrictions apply, as found on the request
form at <www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/temp-debris-form>.
Authorizations are for 90 days but may be renewed. Contact your regional office
to apply. Find the office that serves you at <www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/region>.

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY • PO BOX 13087 • AUSTIN, TX 78711-3087

The TCEQ is an equal opportunity employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual
orientation, or veteran status. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this document may be requested in alternate formats by contacting the TCEQ at
512-239-0028, fax 512-239-4488, or 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD), or by writing PO Box 13087, Austin TX 78711-3087. We authorize you to use or reproduce any original
material contained in this publication — that is, any material we did not obtain from other sources. Please acknowledge the TCEQ as your source.
Printed on recycled paper. www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/publications/rg/rg517c.html
How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey

TCEQ publication RG-517c

Waste Management for Authorized Facilities: Responding to a Disaster

Petroleum Storage Tank Facilities:
Is construction notification required if petroleum
storage tank systems are damaged or dislodged as a
result of disaster-related effects?
If you, as an owner or operator, are unable to meet pre-construction notification
requirements of 30 TAC 334.6(2)(E) for removing or repairing a tank because of
damage from a disaster, provide notification to TCEQ as soon as feasible after the
removal or repair occurs.
Use the Underground and Aboveground Storage Tank Construction Notification
Form (TCEQ-495) at <tceq.texas.gov/goto/PST_form> and send to:
PST Registration & Self-Certification Team, MC-138
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, TX 78711-3087

Industrial Hazardous Waste Facilities:
How should I dispose of any hazardous waste that is
generated as a result of the disaster?
Separate hazardous waste generated by the disaster from other waste and dispose
of it at an authorized hazardous waste management facility.

Can I get an extension to temporarily store hazardous
waste on-site until it can be transported or processed?
Under non-disaster conditions, 30 TAC 335.69 provides timeframes under which
a hazardous waste generator may store or process on-site generated waste in
tanks or containers using the following guidelines:
Large quantity generators —90 days
• Small quantity generators —180 days
The TCEQ’s executive director may grant an extension of up to 30 days if
hazardous wastes must remain on-site for longer than these standard timeframes due to unforeseen, temporary, and uncontrollable circumstances.
•

To request an extension, call the Industrial and Hazardous Waste Permits Section
at 512-239-2335 or write a letter to:
Industrial and Hazardous Waste Permits Section, MC 130
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
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