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IRRIGATOR ADVISORY COUNCIL (IAC) 
Adopted MEETING MINUTES 

February 16, 2012 
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building B, Room 201A 

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

1. [Mr. Bell] Call to order 

Chairman Bell called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. 

Attendees: 

Council Members: David Bell, Karen Guz, Emilio Escobar (via telephone), Toni 
Fox, Mark Froehlich, Deville Hubbard, David Kania, Nora Mullarkey, Rusty 
Tucker 

TCEQ Staff: Richard Allen, Michael De La Cruz, Russ Gardner, Candy Garrett, 
Joseph Hildenbrand, Melissa Keller, Linda Saladino, Amy Settemeyer, Salal 
Tahiri 

Visitors: Marsha Carson, Amanda Griffin, Jeffrey Knight, Jerry Lewis, Deborah 
Phillips, Austin Smith, Larry Spain, Charles Swanson 

2. [Mr. Bell] Consider approval of minutes from the November 17, 2011 meeting. 

 Ms. Garrett stated that there was not an Electrical Board as noted in the draft 
minutes, so this sentence was removed from the draft being considered.  

Ms. Guz stated that there should be a clarification of item 6c in the draft minutes. 
Clarifications were made to the minutes under item 6c. The wording now reflects, 
if a master gardener, a landscaper, the staff of a utility company, or the staff of a 
property management company helps the homeowner or property manager by 
programming the controller for them, is this a violation of TCEQ rules. Mr. 
Froehlich moved and Mr. Tucker seconded a motion that the minutes be 
approved with the changes noted above. The motion passed. 

3. [Mr. Bell] Recognition of Mr. John A. Heidman - Landscape Irrigator License #2 

Mr. Lewis and Ms. Griffin spoke on the contributions that Mr. Heidman made to 
the landscape industry. Ms. Mullarkey made a motion to have Mr. Heidman’s 
license be changed to honorary. The motion was seconded by Ms. Guz. The 
motion passed. 

4. [Mr. Tucker] Enforcement and Legislative Committees Reports and Updates 

Mr. Tucker wanted to know if a letter needed to be sent to the Justice of the Peace 
Association concerning enforcement against unlicensed irrigators. After 
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discussion, it was determined that Ms. Garrett and Mr. Bell would draft a letter to 
be sent to the Justice of the Peace Association.  

Mr. Tucker also wanted to know where violators of the Landscape Irrigation 
Program were taking their Continuing Education Credit (CEU) hours. Ms. Keller 
stated that she had just started to track this information, but did not have a 
representative sample. Ms. Keller stated a representative sample would be 
provided at the next IAC meeting. 

Office of Compliance and Enforcement   

a. Outreach 

There was no discussion on this item 

b. Enforcement Activities 

i. Tarrant County Blitz 

Ms. Keller discussed the Tarrant County Blitz. Violations discovered 
included advertising without a license, improper irrigation head placement 
in parkways, backflow prevention devices under water, irrigation heads 
too close to hardscape and irrigation plans that did not reflect what was 
actually installed.  

Ms. Keller stated that for Fiscal Year 2012, that Travis County had an 
influx of complaints.  

There was a discussion concerning how cities over 20,000 could be 
penalized for not enforcing ordinances.  

Mr. Bell stated that he wanted the IAC to be more of a resource to TCEQ 
concerning water conservation and that the landscape irrigation rules are 
followed. 

ii. Enforcement Initiation Criteria 

There was no discussion on this item. 

5.  [Mr. Hubbard] Education, Training and Licensing Committee Reports and 
Updates 

Office of Permitting and Registration  

a. Licensing, Training, Testing, and Renewals  

There were no comments or discussion. 

b. Discussion of CEU credits for smart controller installation and 
troubleshooting. 

Mr. Hildenbrand spoke on a discussion that was held between TCEQ and 
the Texas Turf Irrigation Association (TTIA). Mr. Hildenbrand discussed 
what was submitted and what was approved by TCEQ concerning CEU 
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credits for manufacturer specific smart controllers and troubleshooting. 
Mr. Hildenbrand stated that the training cannot be a promotion by a 
manufacturer or a vendor.  There was a discussion about what 
manufacturers could present in a training course. Ms. Griffin stated that 
manufacturers would present the training on new products, students 
would get CEU credits and TTIA would be the moderator of the training. 

c. Updating of TCEQ website for courses and training providers. 

There was a discussion among the IAC concerning when an irrigator 
receives an NOV or NOE, what types of courses are they taking to renew 
their license.  

 
d. Discussion of statistics for Irrigation Technicians taking the examination 

in Spanish. 
Mr. Hubbard recommended rescinding the Spanish language exam and 
was concerned that TCEQ may be doing a disservice to the industry. Mr. 
Hildenbrand stated that the Regional Offices had been contacted to give 
the English/Spanish examination when requested. The Regional Offices 
were giving the English/Spanish examination to both English and Spanish 
speakers.  Mr. Hildenbrand stated that because of this, it created  errors in 
the examination results. Mr. Hildenbrand stated that TCEQ will keep the 
Licensed Technician examination in Spanish. Later, the examination will 
be revised, and at that time, it will be determined if the examination will 
be printed in Spanish.          
 

e. Discussion of modifications concerning license renewal and expiration. 
There were no comments or discussion.  

f. Discussion of CEU credits for water conservation. 

Mr. Hubbard stated that a water conservation document listing topics for 
water conservation would be submitted to TCEQ. Ms. Mullarkey stated 
that training should be hands-on training and not on-line training. There 
was a discussion among the IAC that this would require a rule change. Mr. 
Gardner stated that rulemaking would occur after the next legislative 
session. Ms. Garrett explained the rule process.   

Ms. Saladino suggested that it would be helpful to get IAC input on the 
following items: 

 Can a licensed irrigation technician take the basic irrigator course 
in lieu of the technician’s course? 

 Can a licensed irrigator attending a basic irrigator course receive 
eight hours CEU’s? 

 Guidance to basic training providers regarding their courses. 



4 

 

 Applying course codes for specific courses in the design and 
hydraulics portion of the basic irrigator course.  

The IAC will discuss these issues and follow up with Ms. Saladino. 

Lunch (1 hour) Mr. Bell adjourned the meeting at 12:00p.m./called the meeting to 
order 1:00p.m. 

6.  [Mr. Bell] Hear from individuals wishing to address the Council 

a. Mr. Larry Spain-Use of Appropriate Backflow Prevention Devices 

Mr. Spain presented a presentation on the Toro’s Treflan Line (DL) 2000 
drip tubing with root guard. Mr. Spain stated that the drip tubing is a low 
hazard product and does not induce chemicals into the water supply. Mr. 
Spain stated that Regulatory Guidance Documents 466 and 470 have 
different language and do not have a definition for hazard. He would like 
Texas Administrative Code §344.51(c) to include that a small amount of 
the chemical to be acceptable. In his presentation, Mr. Spain provided a 
report supporting that Treflan is a low hazard product. Ms. Keller 
recommended that the IAC review the report and consider if a rule 
interpretation of §344.51(c) is needed.  

There was a discussion concerning the hazards associated with the product 
Treflan. Ms. Garrett recommended that Mr. Spain send a letter to the 
TCEQ concerning his request. Ms. Saladino recommended that Mr. Spain 
present the information to the Backflow and Cross Connection 
subcommittee and to the Public Drinking Water section.   

b. Others 

                          No others wish to address the Council. 

7. [Ms. Guz] Rules and Administrative Committee Reports and Updates 

a. Discussion of the legality of irrigation system owners allowing master 
gardeners to program their irrigation controllers. 

There was a discussion among the IAC concerning the legality of irrigation 
system owners allowing master gardeners to program their irrigation 
controllers. Ms. Garrett stated that she would check with the TCEQ legal 
department concerning this issue and provide a legal interpretation. The 
IAC will discuss this issue at the June IAC meeting. 

b. Future rule changes. 

Ms. Guz discussed the following issues concerning rule changes: 

  Individuals being allowed to take the same course during the 
renewal period. 
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 The definition of water conservation. 

 The minimum number of CEU’s to be taken for water conservation. 

 Defining the education level of an individual before taking the 
irrigator examination. 

 A license being required for irrigation scheduling. 

 Master valve and backflow prevention device. 

 CEU requirements being related to a Notice of Violation. 

 The state enforcing against cities that are not enforcing their local 
ordinances. 

 Licensed irrigators missing their renewal date being penalized. 

The IAC will send a survey to TTIA members concerning the rule changes. 

Ms. Keller stated that most of these rule changes were under the TCEQ 
licensing section. Ms. Keller stated that a field citation is not a rule change, 
but is an internal TCEQ policy and discussed the field citation process. 

8.  [Mr. Bell] Receive, Discuss and Act on Other Items of Interest to IAC  

a. Nominations for appointment to serve on the Irrigator Advisory Council 

Ms. Keller stated that she knew of two interested individuals who would 
like to serve on the IAC. There was a discussion of the IAC nominations 
process. It was encouraged that the IAC members submit nominations to 
the TCEQ.  

b. Future IAC Meetings 

The next IAC meeting will be June 21, 2012 in Building A 202 

9. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

Attachment A-Enforcement Activities 

Attachment B-Upcoming Meetings 

Attachment C-Licensing, Training, Testing, and Renewals 

Attachment D-Larry Spain presentation 


















































