Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION
REGARDING THE PETITION FOR RULEMAKING
FILED BY THE IRRIGATOR ADVISORY COUNCIL

Docket No. 2017-1198-PET
Rule Project No. 2017-042-PET-NR

On October 4, 2017, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(Commission) considered the petition for rulemaking filed by the Irrigator Advisory
Council (petitioner). The petitioner, filed the petition on August 14, 2017, and
requested that the Commission initiate rulemaking to amend 30 TAC Chapter 344,
Landscape Irrigation, Subchapter E, Backflow Prevention and Cross-Connections, §
344.52, Installation of Backflow Prevention Device. The petitioner requested that the
Commission amend §344.52, Installation of Backflow Prevention Device, to revise the
acceptable methods for backflow prevention. The petitioner recommends eliminating
authorization of “double check valves” in irrigation system service and recommends
adding reference to “spill resistant vacuum breakers” as an authorized alternative. The
petitioner also recommends inserting requirements for in-line filter or strainers per
manufacturer’'s recommendation. In addition, the petition requests the Commission
amend references from the term “backflow prevention device” to the term “backflow
prevention assembly” to align with 30 TAC Chapter 290, Public Drinking Water.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED BY THE COMMISSION, pursuant to Administrative
Procedure Act, Texas Government Code, § 2001.021 and Texas Water Code, § 5.102
and § 5.103, to instruct the Executive Director to examine the issues raised in the
petition and to initiate rulemaking. As part of the rulemaking proceeding, the
Commission instructs the Executive Director to initiate stakeholder engagement (and
to report back to the Commission with findings and recommended actions, if any,
within 12 months of this agenda).

This Decision constitutes the decision of the Commission required by the Texas
Government Code, § 2001.021(c).
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October 12, 2017

John DeCell, Chair

Irrigation Advisory Council
25740 Century Oaks Boulevard
Hockley, Texas 77447

RE: Consideration of a Petition for Rulemaking
TCEQ Docket No. 2017-1198-PET

Enclosed is a copy of an order issued by the Commission regarding the above-referenced
matter.

Should you have any questions, please contact Melissa Schmidt of the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality's Office of the Chief Clerk (MC 105) at (512) 239-

3317.
Sincerely,
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Bridget C. Bohac
Chief Clerk
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Enclosure
cc:  Alicia Ramirez, TCEQ Environmental Law Division (MC 173)

Vic McWherter, TCEQ Public Interest Counsel (MC 103)
Patricia Duron, TCEQ General Law Division (MC 205)
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