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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Lift Station and Force Main 
General Construction Notes 

 
Edwards Aquifer Protection Program Construction Notes – Legal Disclaimer 

 

The following/listed “construction notes” are intended to be advisory in nature only and do not constitute an approval or conditional approval 

by the Executive Director (ED), nor do they constitute a comprehensive listing of rules or conditions to be followed during construction.  

Further actions may be required to achieve compliance with TCEQ regulations found in Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (TAC), 

Chapters 213 and 217, as well as local ordinances and regulations providing for the protection of water quality. Additionally, nothing 

contained in the following/listed “construction notes” restricts the powers of the ED, the commission or any other governmental entity to 

prevent, correct, or curtail activities that result or may result in pollution of the Edwards Aquifer or hydrologically connected surface waters.  

The holder of any Edwards Aquifer Protection Plan containing “construction notes” is still responsible for compliance with Title 30, TAC, 

Chapters 213 or any other applicable TCEQ regulation, as well as all conditions of an Edwards Aquifer Protection Plan through all phases of 

plan implementation. Failure to comply with any condition of the ED's approval, whether or not in contradiction of any “construction notes,” is 

a violation of TCEQ regulations and any violation is subject to administrative rules, orders, and penalties as provided under Title 30, TAC § 

213.10 (relating to Enforcement). Such violations may also be subject to civil penalties and injunction.  The following/listed “construction 

notes” in no way represent an approved exception by the ED to any part of Title 30 TAC, Chapters 213 and 217, or any other TCEQ 

applicable regulation 
 

 
1. This lift station and/or force main must be constructed in accordance with 30 Texas 

Administrative Code (TAC) §213.5(c), the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) Edwards Aquifer Rules, and any local government standard specifications.  

 
2. Any modification to the activities described in the referenced Lift Station/Force Main (LSFM) 

System application following the date of approval may require the submittal of a LSFM System 
application to modify this approval, including the payment of appropriate fees and all 
information necessary for its review and approval. 

 
3. A written notice of construction must be submitted to the presiding TCEQ regional office at 

least 48 hours prior to the start of any regulated activities.  This notice must include: 
- the name of the approved project;  
- the activity start date; and 
- the contact information of the prime contractor. 

 
4. Upon completion of any lift station excavation, a geologist must certify that the excavation has 

been inspected for the presence of sensitive features.  The certification must be signed, 
sealed, and dated by the geologist preparing the certification.  Certification that the excavation 
has been inspected must be submitted to the appropriate regional office.  
- If sensitive feature(s) are identified, all regulated activities near the sensitive feature must be 

suspended immediately and may not proceed until the executive director has reviewed 
and approved the methods proposed to protect any sensitive feature and the Edwards 
Aquifer from potentially adverse impacts to water quality from the lift station. 

- Construction may continue if the geologist certifies that no sensitive feature or features were 
 present.  

 
5. If any sensitive features are discovered during the wastewater line trenching activities, all 

regulated activities near the sensitive feature must be suspended immediately.  The applicant 
must immediately notify the appropriate regional office of the TCEQ of the feature discovery.  
A geologist’s assessment of the location and extent of the feature discovered must be 
reported to that regional office in writing within two working days.  The applicant must submit a 
plan for ensuring the structural integrity of the sewer line or for modifying the proposed 
collection system alignment around the feature.  The regulated activities near the sensitive 
feature may not proceed until the executive director has reviewed and approved the methods 
proposed to protect the sensitive feature and the Edwards Aquifer from any potentially 
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adverse impacts to water quality while maintaining the structural integrity of the line. 
 
6. All force main lines must be tested in accordance with 30 TAC §217.68. Testing method will 

be:  
 - A pressure test must use 50 pounds per square inch above the normal operating 

  pressure of a force main. 
 - A temporary valve for pressure testing may be installed near the discharge point of a 

  force main and removed after a test is successfully completed. 
 - A pump isolation valve may be used as an opposite termination point. 
 - A test must involve filling a force main with water. 
 - A pipe must hold the designated test pressure for a minimum of 4.0 hours. 
 - The leakage rate must not exceed 10.0 gallons per inch diameter per mile of pipe per 

  day. 
  
 
 
 

Austin Regional Office 
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building A 
Austin, Texas  78753-1808 
Phone (512) 339-2929 
Fax (512) 339-3795 

San Antonio Regional Office 
14250 Judson Road 
San Antonio, Texas  78233-4480 
Phone (210) 490-3096 
Fax  (210) 545-4329 

 
 
 
THESE LIFT STATION AND FORCE MAINS CONSTRUCTION NOTES MUST BE INCLUDED ON 
THE CONSTRUCTION PLANS PROVIDED TO THE CONTRACTOR AND ALL 
SUBCONTRACTORS. 


