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Ms. McAllister 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
MC-164, PO BOX 13087 
Austin, TX  78711-3087 
 
Dear Ms. McAllister: 
  
As a spokesperson for concerned citizens in Bastrop County, we would like to open a dialog about 
the proposed private airport, Central Texas Airport (CTA).  On Monday, citizens attended the 
Commissioners Court to express concerns over environmental and safety issues with this project.  
Our group is also concerned about the way County Commissioners granted the 381 Agreement with 
developer Jim Carpenter.  As citizens of Bastrop County we are troubled at the manner this 
agreement was reached, and are distressed about the impact this CTA complex would have on our 
community, and our quality of life.  We request an environmental impact study, before any 
construction begins, and the results of the study become available to the community. We are aware 
that Texas Department of Health monitors studies related to the environment before permits are 
attained. Would TDH or another state agency monitor this study?  
  
Here are some issues we have identified: 
 

1.  Pollution - air, water, noise, land, fish, birds and general wildlife -- and the lack of 
commitment for specific actions to preserve these resources in our community.  
2. Safety – Location of the proposed airport.   
 Proposed Runway -  positioned with a flight pattern that extends toward/over the Bastrop 

ISD new Cedar Creek High School . 
 Engine Failure – this area is on a bird migratory route as well as a natural habitat abundant 

with fowl and wildlife.  (Has there been consideration of a problem with engine 
trouble/failure as a result of ingesting birds into air traffic engines due to the high volume of 
birds?) 

 Proposed airport is surrounded by 20 neighborhood subdivisions.  
 

3. FAA advised that they have no authority over a privately owned airport.  Their jurisdiction is 
limited to checking for violations of new air traffic interfering with an established air traffic 
pattern.   
 According to the CTA website, they estimate the air traffic volume at 250 planes per day.  
 The CTA website states that it has no plans for an Air Traffic Control Tower.   
 Does this mean “uncontrolled” air traffic, at a rate of, by their own estimation, approximately 

one flight every 6 minutes, 24/7?   
   

4. Flood Plain location -   
 Parts of the proposed airport are located within known flood plain designated areas.  
 Is it possible for an individual to petition FEMA, and have the flood plain area changed?  It 

was our impression that flood plain areas are based on history.   
 

5. Mining & Mineral Extraction 
 The CTA website advised they were going to be mining for minerals and gravel for the 

construction of the airport and landscaping. 
 Will information about required Permits be available to the citizens for mining and drilling?  
 Can we request a study before such mining/drilling to determine the impact on the 

environment, i.e. ground water, dust, wildlife etc.? 



 
6. Water (Ground and Surface) 
 According to the plan, a diversion of 2 tributaries (#28 & #29) will be re-routed into a 

retention pond.  From the plans we’ve review, this would also include diverting water under 
the runway.  Once again, do we know the impact on the environment? 

 Plans show rain water washing over a mile long runway that will be empting almost directly 
into the Colorado River, along with all the pollutants and debris from the runway. There is 
no mention of plans to monitor the runoff.  
 

7. Chemicals (Jet Fuel & Oil) 
 Plans for aircraft hangers and repair & maintenance facilities would likely include 

hazardous chemicals – what plans are in place to monitor/regulate these? 
 Sale of fuels – safety concerns over storage, transportation and possible leakage.   

 
8. Industrial Site & Retail 
 Since Bastrop County currently has no zoning ordinances/restrictions in effect, who would 

regulate the building codes and impact on the community.  
 The CTA website estimates employment for 43,000 people, which presents issues 

regarding, traffic, parking, resources, and utilities – including water and sewer systems.   
         
        9.  Public Notice – To date, there has been no Public Notice or Hearing to advise Bastrop                                            
       County citizens of the proposed airport/industrial complex to the area by the                                                               
.                Commissioners Court.  
 
Ms. McAllister, thank you for taking the time to listen to our concerns.  We are troubled by the lack of 
information shared with the community about this project, which has the appearance of a deliberate 
action by the County Commissioners.    
 
The CTA web site contains much information about the proposed project; however, it is void of 
specific details.  The web site boasts a “Green” project that can be tested in a real world environment.  
Bastrop citizens do not want to be a testing ground… especially at the risk of our beautiful and 
peaceful natural habitat versus what sounds like a commercial Environmental Dead Zone!      
  
Mr. Carpenter has visions of grandeur with this massive project, including adding 43,000 jobs into the 
community, however, he has not shared specific plans to accommodate this new population in the 
surrounding areas. We have been advised that neither Bastrop County, nor TXDOT, have funds to 
improve roadways that would be required to accommodate this type of industrial growth.  Mr. 
Carpenter advises that “they are going to build a private road that attaches to FM1704 crossing FM 
969, and extend it across CTA private property to the river where they will build a bridge going over 
the river to a neighborhood subdivision, to Hwy 71.”  This would result in additional traffic adding to an 
already congested area.  Who would monitor/regulate a private bridge built over the Colorado River? 
 
In response to this additional drain on utilities, specifically water and proposed sewer systems, Mr. 
Carpenter’s statement that he would “start off with a septic system”  provides insight to his lack of 
understanding of the potential requirements for waste.    
 
When Judge McDonald signed the “nonattainment designation” request there were issues that were 
apparently over looked or not explained.  Although Bastrop is a rural county now, the proposed airport 
complex would change that drastically. We are currently one of the fastest growing counties in the 
state, which obviously equates to more people, cars, and trucks.  Judge McDonald writes that 
“Reductions in Bastrop County’s Ozone levels will ultimately need to come from a cleaner fleet of cars 
in the United States and a reduction in transport emissions.”   By Judge McDonald’s request that “we 



not be included in a non-attainment designation,” we are concerned that he may be compromising the 
pollution levels to accommodate the rise in levels that will inevitably result from the new proposed 
airport.   While we applaud the efforts made by the Commissioners to lower the ozone count in 2009, 
the increase of activity expected from the proposed CTA project would negate these commendable 
efforts.  
 
We understand that Judge McDonald signed the request for being removed from the non-attainment 
designation agreement on October 25, 2010, which you should have received.  We respectfully 
request that you consider the above concerns and questions regarding the environmental and safety 
impact on Bastrop County before making a final decision.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this, please contact me at the number below, or by email at 
[redacted e-mail address].  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Stan Simpson 
190 Lazy River Lane.  
Elgin, TX 78621 
(512) 581-3913 home 
(512) 218-5520 work 
 
 
 

mailto:stansimpson323@yahoo.com�
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