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SUBCHAPTER B:  STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR IRRIGATORS, INSTALLERS, 
IRRIGATION TECHNICIANS, AND IRRIGATION INSPECTORS, AND 

LOCAL REQUIREMENTS 
§§344.20 - 344.24 

Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.20. Purpose of Standards. 
 
 (a) The correct practice of irrigation as a science and profession is essential for the protection and 
conservation of the water resources of the state and should be conducted by individuals who are held to 
the highest ethical standards. The legislature has vested the commission with the authority and duty to 
establish and enforce standards of professional conduct and ethics for practitioners in the irrigation 
industry. 
 
 (b) Every applicant for an irrigator, installer, irrigation technician, or irrigation inspector license 
must become fully informed of the obligations and responsibilities inherent in the practice of irrigation as 
outlined by these standards of conduct. Each licensed irrigator, installer, irrigation technician, or irrigation 
inspector is deemed to have notice of these standards of conduct and is required to abide by the standards. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.21. Intent. 
 
 (a) These standards of conduct are established to prescribe responsibility on the part of an 
irrigator, an installer, an irrigation technician, an irrigation inspector, and a qualifying exempt business 
owner to aid in governing the irrigation industry. 
 
 (b) The commission will determine what actions constitute violations of the standards in 
accordance with Chapter 70 of this title (relating to Enforcement) and Texas Water Code, Chapter 7 and 
institute appropriate disciplinary action, which may lead to monetary penalties or the suspension or 
revocation of a license in accordance with the applicable state statutes. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.22. Proficiency in the Field of Irrigation; Representation of Qualifications. 
 
 (a) All irrigators, installers, irrigation technicians, and inspectors shall be knowledgeable of the 
current industry standards regarding selling, designing, providing consulting services, installing, 
maintaining, altering, repairing, or servicing irrigation systems, including the connection of such a system 
to any source of water and water conservation. All irrigators, installers, irrigation technicians, and 
inspectors shall conform to the current adopted version of these rules and any local rules that do not 
conflict with these rules, or that are more stringent than these rules, when performing these activities.  
 
 (b) All irrigators, installers, irrigation technicians, irrigation inspectors, and exempt business 
owners shall accurately and truthfully represent to prospective clients their qualifications to perform the 
services requested and shall not perform services for which they are not qualified by experience, 
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knowledge, or license in the technical field involved. 
 
 (c) All irrigators, installers, irrigation technicians, and inspectors shall be knowledgeable of local 
requirements related to landscape irrigation systems. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.23. Irrigation Practice. 
 
 False, misleading, or deceptive practices by an irrigator, installer, irrigation technician, or 
irrigation inspector relating to bidding, advertising, selling, installation, maintenance, alteration, repair, 
servicing, or inspection of irrigation systems are prohibited. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.24. Local Regulation and Inspection. 
 
 (a) Where any city, town, county, special purpose district, other political subdivision of the state, 
or public water supplier requires licensed irrigators, installers, irrigation technicians, or irrigation 
inspectors to comply with reasonable inspection requirements, ordinances, or regulations designed to 
protect the public water supply, any of which relates to work performed or to be performed within such 
political subdivision's territory the licensed irrigator, installer, irrigation technician, or irrigation inspector 
must comply with such requirements, ordinances, and regulations. 
 
 (b) Any city, town, county, other political subdivision of the state, or public water supplier that is 
not required to adopt rules or ordinances regulating landscape irrigation may adopt a landscape irrigation 
program by ordinance or rule and may be responsible for inspection of connections to its public water 
supply system up to and including the backflow prevention device. 
 
 (c) Municipalities with a population of 20,000 or more and a water district that chooses to 
implement a landscape irrigation program must verify that the irrigator that designs and installs an 
irrigation system holds a valid irrigator's license and has obtained a permit before installing a system 
within its territorial limits or if a municipality, its extraterritorial jurisdiction. Inspectors must verify that 
the design and installation meet the requirements of this chapter and local ordinances or rules that do not 
conflict with this chapter, or that are more stringent than this chapter. 
 
 (d) Each inspector shall maintain a log of all irrigation systems inspected that includes, but is not 
limited to, the system location, property owner, irrigator responsible for installation, permit status, 
problems noted during the inspection, and date of the inspection. The log must be kept for three years. 
The log shall be available for review within two business days of the request by authorized 
representatives of the commission or any regulatory authority with jurisdiction over landscape irrigation 
issues in the area the inspector is employed to inspect. 
 

(e) An inspector may not inspect a landscape irrigation system that is an on-site sewage disposal 
system, as defined by Texas Health and Safety Code, §366.002. 
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(f) An inspector may not inspect an irrigation system that is used on or by an agricultural 
operation as defined by Texas Agricultural Code, §251.002; or is connected to a groundwater well that is 
used by the property owner for domestic use. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 


