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Members Attending Members Absent 
Larry Bell Richard Harbuck 
Clark Benson Mauro Perez 
Cathy Henderson 
Todd Henry 
Debbie McReynolds 
Mike Moreno 
Bobby Jean Porcher 
Fernando Rico 
Craig Sherwood 
Curtis Smalley 

Others Attending 
Carol Batterton, TCEQ Compliance & Enforcement 
Alan Clark, TCEQ Federal Grants 
James Fischer, Texas Water Utilities Association 
Noreen Helmle, TCEQ Operator Licensing 
Susan Hier, TCEQ Operator Licensing 
Alex Hinz, TCEQ Operator Licensing 
Dennis King, Texas Rural Water Association 
Juanita Lopez, TCEQ Operator Licensing 
Leonard Spearman, TCEQ Compliance & Enforcement 
Robert Stewart, Texas Rural Water Association 
Robert Tinstman, TCEQ Quality Assurance 

The meeting was called to order by Debbie McReynolds, Chair, at 10:00 a.m. It was noted that a 
quorum was present. 

Non-members in attendance were introduced. 

The Minutes of the June 14, 2002 Meeting were approved. 
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Carol Batterton introduced Leonard Spearman, TCEQ Deputy Director of Office of Compliance & 
Enforcement. Mr. Spearman shared his professional background and some personal experiences with 
the Committee and answered questions. He maintains an “open door” management style. He informed 
the Committee that Margaret Hoffman would be the new Executive Director in October 2002. He also 
explained that there may be the need for some realignment with the Office of Compliance & 
Enforcement divisions. 

Carol Batterton announced that the Texas Department of Licensing & Regulation (TDLR) was 
reviewed by the Sunset Commission and there had been a recommendation to move several licensing 
programs from TCEQ to the TDLR. Those programs were Landscape Irrigators, Backflow 
Prevention Assembly Testers, Customer Service Inspectors, Water Treatment Specialists, and 
Underground Storage Tank Installers. She directed the Committee to the Sunset Commission website 
for more details about its review. She also announced that the Laboratory Accreditation rules were 
approved by the Commission in August, 2002 and became effective September 12, 2002. However, 
the Comptroller’s Office did not certify the budget and FTEs. TCEQ will be notified by May, 2003 if 
the funds will be certified. 

Bob Tinstman distributed a Report on the Surface Water Courses, Wastewater Job Analysis, and 
Drinking Water Job Analysis. A copy is with the original of these Minutes. There was a lengthy 
discussion of this report. Bob said that the Wastewater Job Analysis would be concluded by October 
15 and that the Committee would get a copy. John Fenoglio will report his work at the next Advisory 
Committee Meeting. Debbie McReynolds, Curtis Smalley, and a staff person from City of Odessa will 
assist Susan Hier and Bob with this project. Fenoglio will probably suggest a Very Small System 
License. After considerable discussion, it was suggested that the December Committee Meeting be a 
full day meeting devoted to the Committee’s final recommendations on these analyses. Debbie asked 
the Committee to carefully review the material prior to the December meeting and come prepared to 
work on this and make final recommendations. 

Alan Clark of TCEQ Federal Grants section told the Committee that TCEQ was awaiting the award of 
the Expense Reimbursement Grant (ERG) for small water system operators. The size of the grant fund 
will allow TCEQ to provide innovative training to small water systems operators at no cost. The award 
is expected sometime in October, 2002. Noreen Helmle said that she will work toward having the 
Request For Proposal (RFP) posted after the first of the year. 

Alex Hinz distributed lists of approved training providers and approved courses for Customer Service 
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Susan Hier distributed copies of the final Draft of the Process Control Tests for Domestic Wastewater 
Treatment Facilities, RG-002. A copy is with the original of these Minutes. She also gave a summary 
report of the number of exams administered in FY02. 3,400 wastewater exams were administered. 
2,000 new licenses were issued. 1,700 licenses were renewed. Twice as many A licenses were issued 
this FY than in the previous FY. The overall pass rate is 57% for all levels. There are approximately 
10,000 wastewater licenses held by Texas operators. More emphasis is being placed on the security of 
the exam contents. Recently, a wastewater exam was stolen. The person confessed and the exam was 
retrieved. The person is facing felony charges. There has been a slight increase in falsification of 
experience on license applications and these are under investigation. There was also an incident where 
a training provider falsified a Course Roster by including the names of two individuals who did not 
attend the course. The Committee was supportive of the action taken against individuals who steal 
exams or falsify application information. Susan also informed the Committee that TCEQ is working 
toward computer-generated license numbers so that the social security number will not be used as the 
license number in the future. 

Debbie McReynolds asked if TWUA had hired a new Executive Director. James Fischer said that the 
job posting closes on October 1 and that a selection will probably be made in December and that the 
new ED would most likely begin in January 2003. Debbie asked the Committee members if there were 
any nominations or volunteers for the Chair and Vice-Chair positions that will be available on 
September 1, 2003. There were none. She asked that Committee members e-mail their nominations 
to her, Curtis Smalley, Juanita Lopez, or Noreen Helmle. If members know of others who would like 
to serve on the Committee as terms expire, please e-mail their names, too. 

The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, December 13, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 


