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MINUTES 
 

 Members Attending      Members Absent 
Roy Staggs        Ginger Laird 
Timothy Crosswhite       Tony Bonaverture 
Robb Starr        Ray Gooden 
Kenny Hutchins       Michael Urrutia 
Russell Hamilton       Gary Sober 
Larry Bell        Mark Rich 
         Leonard Leinfelder 
 
TCEQ Staff Attending      Non WUOLAC Members Attending 
Jaya Zyman, PRS       Andrew Wenzel, TEEX 
Russ Gardner, PRS 
Andrew McBride 
Laurie Fleet, Water Quality Division 
Don Purdy, PRS 
Linda Saladino, PRS 
Paul Munguia, PRS 
 
Call to order quorum check and approval of minutes from last meeting.   

Motion to approve minutes was initiated by Kenny Hutchins and seconded by Larry Bell. 

Old Business 
 WUOLAC committee submitted a document (attachment A) in response to the April 2012 

guidance regarding Direct Supervision.  This document will be presented to Public Drinking 
Water for their review and consideration. 

 
 WUOLAC requested the supplemental work experience form be revised to clarify that non 

process control experience does not count towards getting or upgrading a license.  TCEQ staff 
will draft a revision prior to the next WUOLAC meeting. 

 
Drinking Water Advisory Work Group (DWAWG), Education Sub-Committee Report 

The DWAWG did not meet, therefore no report was given. 
 
Occupational Licensing Updates, Paul Munguia, Occupational Licensing 

 TCEQ will solicit nominations in early January to fill vacancies for members whose terms 
will end in August of 2016.  WUOLAC requested the solicitation include what 
characteristics TCEQ is looking for to fill the upcoming vacancies.  

TCEQ seeks to fill vacancies with individuals who will provide a balanced representation of 
individuals in Texas.  Some characteristics to be considered include: geography, income, 
ethnicity, business and government (different sizes and types), trade groups, associations or 



 
organizations, consumer and public interest groups, industries or occupations regulated or 
directly affected by TCEQ, and consumers of services provided by industries or occupations 
regulated by TCEQ. 

 
TCEQ Water Quality Clarification of Evaporative Lagoon/Pond General Permitting 
Concerns, Laurie Fleet, TCEQ Water Quality 

Laurie Fleet reviewed the Newly Amended Evaporation General Permit WQG100000  
requirements and procedures.  She also explained the permit provisions and the liner and pond 
design criteria.  WUOLAC had no specific questions.  Linda Saladino will relay Laurie’s contact 
information to Gary Sober, who could not be in attendance, if he had any specific questions.  
Attached is the General Permit to Dispose of Wastewater via Evaporation (attachment B). 
 

Preapproval Licensing Exam Applications, Russ Gardner, Occupational Licensing 

Russ Gardner led a discussion regarding Occupational Licensing’s move towards a preapproval 
process for all licensing exams.  Attachment C provides a draft proposal of the process and a 
flowchart depicting the preapproval process.  WUOLAC was generally supportive of the 
preapproval process.  WUOLAC has three main concerns.  First,  how would the preapproval 
process work when an individual attends a training school with the intention of attempting an 
exam immediately following the completion of the course requirement(s).  This may be 
addressed with a conditional approval, where all aspects of the application are reviewed and 
preapproved with the exception of the course completion.  Then upon proof of course 
completion the application would then be fully preapproved.  The second concern is that older 
licensees or licensees seeking to upgrade their license may find the process cumbersome.  
WUOLAC suggested ensuring our website is a clear and as user-friendly as possible regarding 
this process.  Third, is ensuring communication of this change is thorough.  Members of 
WUOLAC agreed to help spread the message. Specifically, Russell Hamilton offered to include 
this information in their TWUA newsletter to help spread the message.  TCEQ is in agreement 
that communication is key to a successful implantation.  

 
BPAT Exam Implementation Update, Linda Saladino, Occupational Licensing 

A final copy of the 100-question licensing exam for the Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers 
(BPAT) was available for the 10/21/15 meeting. As the revised Customer Service Inspector 
(CSI) exam is finalized, edits to the BPAT exam may be necessary for consistency due to 
crossover topics such as cross-connection control on both exams. Once the final copies of the 
BPAT exam are printed and distributed to the regional offices and made available through the 
TCEQ computer-based testing system, the TCEQ will give the current BPAT training providers 
a two months’ notice to transition to the new licensing process. 

 
Other 
 
Adjourn 
 
Closed meeting, Linda Saladino, Occupational Licensing 

WUOLAC and TCEQ Water Supply subject matter experts reviewed the proposed changes and 
updates to the CSI exam. Changes are being made to the CSI exam in response to recent rule 
changes in 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 290 regarding the state-lead ban 
requirements.   
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