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Revised Impacts Review Procedures 

Effective November 1, 2015 

As part of the ongoing effort to streamline the permit review process, the Toxicology Division 
(TD) and the Air Permits Division (APD) have established alternate review procedures. This 
document contains the scenarios which are available for revised evaluations as well as 
exclusions to the revised procedures.  

Specific Particulate Matter Species 

Currently, an effects screening level (ESL) for every particulate species is required in order to 
evaluate the off-property impacts from a facility. With the revised process, an ESL will no longer 
be required for particulate matter species that are of limited concern. Species of concern include 
crystalline silica compounds, specific metals and metal compounds and will be displayed with a 
specific ESL provided on the current ESL list on the TD portion of the TCEQ website. For 
species of limited concern, the determination of the individual species impacts are not required 
if a National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) analysis is completed for particulate 
matter of 2.5 microns or less (PM2.5) and PM10. 

Tier II Evaluations 

Currently, an evaluation is conducted on every species and a Toxicological review is required if 
the impacts are greater than the ESL. Toxicology reviews the impacts to determine if they 
require further consideration. Guidelines have been developed to use in evaluating the site-wide 
impacts and may be found in Appendix D of the document entitled, “Modeling and Effects 
Review Applicability” (MERA). The Tier I evaluations are currently conducted by the permit 
reviewer ensuring that all impacts are below the ESL. The Tier II analysis has defined limits 
which are evaluated by the permit reviewer and sent to TD for their final analysis. Tier III is a 
case-by-case evaluation to be only evaluated by TD staff. The revised procedures would allow the 
permit reviewer to perform the Tier II evaluation in accordance with the established guidelines. 
If the proposed off-property impacts analysis has been evaluated in accordance with Tier II 
guidelines, the permit reviewer may complete the review and request TD assistance, if needed. 

De Minimis (30 TAC 116.119(a)(4)) 

Reviews for authorization of case-by-case De Minimis per 30 TAC 116.119(a)(4) are conducted 
by the permit reviewer. In the course of this review, a determination that no adverse 
toxicological or health effects would occur off property are required. The permit reviewer 
currently reviews the concentrations and also requests confirmation from the TD. The De 
Minimis authorization requires the off-property impacts to be less than ten percent of the ESL in 
accordance with the internal guidance document, “Case-by-Case De Minimis Request Review 
Process”. Given the limited nature and defined limits of this review, the permit reviewer may 
process the application if the limits are met and seek TD assistance, if needed.  
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Exclusion for Revised Impacts Review Procedures 

The revised impacts review procedures listed above should not be used if a contested case 
hearing or if a public meeting is scheduled to be held on the project. Additionally, if relevant 
comments are received on the project related to the exposure of air contaminants, then TD staff 
would be requested to provide assistance in the review and preparation of the Response to 
Comments (RTC), if applicable. If the project requires a compliance history evaluation in 
accordance with 30 TAC Chapter 60 and an “unsatisfactory” rating is determined for the site 
and/or company, then the TD staff would be consulted prior to approval. Sites located within an 
Air Pollutant Watch List (APWL) area and emitting an APWL contaminant would be exempted 
from the Revised Impacts Review Procedures.  
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