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2015 Revisions to the Ozone NAAQS
A. The discussion focuses on the time period beginning with the effective date of the rule and ending with the final area designations by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  
B. Prior to final designations by the EPA, projects will be evaluated based on current area designations.
C. Areas currently unclassifiable OR classified as in attainment and monitors indicate the area is in compliance with the new standard. 
1. Since areas are currently in attainment, emissions are evaluated for Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD).
2. Applies only to new major sources or major modifications for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and/or nitrogen oxides (NOX) based on PSD major source and major modification significance levels.
3. No change from current procedures when evaluating ozone.
4. Situation rarely, if ever, occurs.
D. Areas currently classified as in attainment and monitor data indicates an exceedance of the new standard.
1. Since areas are currently in attainment, emissions are evaluated for PSD.
2. Applies only to new major sources or major modifications for VOCs and/or NOX based on PSD major source and major modification significance levels.
3. For those projects that require an ozone analysis, sufficient reductions must be obtained to mitigate adverse impacts from project.
4. Required reductions are not the same offsets used in traditional nonattainment review.  Reductions are described in Title 30 Texas Administrative Code §116.161, “Source Located in an Attainment Area with a Greater Than De Minimis Impact.”
5. Reductions must be real, enforceable, and quantifiable.
6. Projects that have posted second public notice before the effective date of the rule (60 days after publishing in federal register) are considered grandfathered.
7. De minimis levels for ozone are being developed by EPA.  Until then, any increase must be evaluated.  
E. Areas currently classified as nonattainment. 
1. Actual reductions in the same ratios as the current designation must be obtained until area is officially reclassified.
2. Grandfather provision for ongoing projects when area is officially reclassified?
Data Requirements Rule for Sulfur Dioxide and Impacts to Air Permits
A. EPA’s Data Requirements Rule.
1. August 21, 2015 - Final Data Requirements Rule published in Federal Register.
2. The rule identifies criteria for sources that states must evaluate for potential exceedance of the standard through either modeling or monitoring.
3. The threshold is set at sources which emit 2,000 tons per year (tpy) of actual emissions but may include other sources requested by EPA.  Examples of other sources may include clustered sources, each having emissions of 1,000 tpy or sources with poor dispersion (low or capped stacks, etc.).
4. Excludes sources identified in the first phase of the consent decree.
B. Key dates.
· January 15, 2016 - List of sources meeting rule criteria due to EPA.  Original list of sources to be based on strict adherence to the threshold criteria. 
· July 1, 2016 - List identifying those sources to be monitored or modeled due to EPA.  (Need to know prior to this time those sources that will be monitored.)
· January 1, 2017 - New monitors scheduled to be operational for those sources to be monitored.  Funding for 31 new monitors. 
· January 13, 2017 - Analysis for modeled sources due to EPA. 
· May 2020 - Third year of data used to calculate design values for new monitors due to EPA.
C. Demonstration methods.
1. Model allowable emissions.
a. EPA’s preferred method.
b. Must include applicable sources plus background.
c. If modeled emissions are less than the standard, finished (no additional modeling is required).
2. Model actual emissions.
a. Must include applicable sources plus background.
b. If results are 50% or less of the standard, finished (no additional modeling is required).
c. If modeling results are greater than 50% of the standard, analysis must be performed again within three years.  Subsequent modeling may be waived if there are no significant changes in actual emissions.
3. Ambient monitoring.
a. EPA must be notified by July 1, 2016 of sources to be monitored.
b. Additional monitors are scheduled to be in place by January 1, 2017.  If monitors are not in place by that time, EPA will assign a designation by the end of 2017 based on available data.  Though EPA may assign a designation, monitoring will still be required after monitor is installed.
4. Any changes to be made to the permit to support modeling, monitoring, or reduce emissions to below 2,000 tpy must be in effect and enforceable by the January 13, 2017 deadline. 
a. Remove units no longer in service.
b. Add additional control.
c. Modify operations to reduce emissions.
d. Reduce potential to emit.
