Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: PMU I/I11 Staff Date: February 16, 1995

From Dom Ruggeri, Team Leader
Permt Mddeling Unit 11
Air Quality Planning & Assessnent Division

Subj ect: Meteorol ogical Data for Prevention of Significant
Deterioration Mddeling (Replaces Cctober 14, 1994 Meno)

Usual |y, applicants nust obtain National Wather Service surface and
upper-air neteorological files from the EPA SCRAM Bulletin Board
System (BBS) and nerge them using the RAMVET preprocessor in order
to create surface/upper-air data sets that can be used wth nopst
regul atory nodels. Qccasionally, preprocessed data nmay be avail abl e
on the TNRCC OnLi ne BBS.

To provide guidance to applicants on which surface/upper-air data
sets to use for Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD)
modeling, you should determne from our Ailr Quality Modeling
Guidelines which surface/upper-air conbination applies, and then
identify which years of unprocessed data are avail able on the EPA
SCRAM or the TNRCC OnLi ne BBSs.

To help you do this I've put the data you'll need to review in the
encl osed Surface and Upper-Air Tables. Please note, that the SCRAM
BBS has 1992 surface data for all stations; however, there is no
correspondi ng upper-air data for 1992 yet, so | omtted 1992 from
the surface table.

The codes used in the Tables are defined as foll ows:
An "X' indicates that the surface and upper-air data files are
avail able for regulatory nodeling on the EPA SCRAM BBS for the
year |isted.

An "I" indicates that the data are available but inconplete
(not useable for regulatory nodeling).

A "0" indicates that the data are not avail able (greater than
90 percent m ssing data).

An "F" indicates that m ssing data has been filled in and the
data is avail able on the TNRCC OnLi ne BBS.
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SURFACE TABLE

Station 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91
Abi | ene X X X X X X X X
Amarillo X X X X X X X X
Austin X X X X X X X X
Brownsville X X X X X X X X
Corpus Chri sti X X X X X X X X
Dal | as X X X X X X X X
El Paso X X X X X X X X
Houst on X X X X X X X X
Lubbock X X X X X X X X
M dl and X X X X X X X X
Port Arthur? X X X X X X X X
San Angel o X X X X X X X X
San Antonio X X X X X X X X
Shreveport X X X X X X X X
Victoria X X X X X X X X
Waco X X X X X X X X
Wchita Falls X X X X X X X X
Hondo? X 0 0 X 0 X X X
Luf ki n2 X X 0 0 0 0 0 X
St ephenvi | | e2 X X 0 X 0 X X 0
1 Li sted on the SCRAM BBS as Port Arthur/Jefferson County; we

refer to this station as Beaunont/Port Arthur.
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Dat e:

These data are available on the SCRAM BBS but are not
currently used for regul atory nodeling.
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UPPER Al R TABLE

Station 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91
Amarillo X X I X X X X X
Brownsville I X X I X I X X
Corpus Chri sti 0 0 0 0 0 0 X X
Del Rio X X X X X X I X
El Paso X X 0 X X X X
Lake Charl es X X 0 X X X X
Longvi ew 0 0 0 F F X F* X
M dl and X X X X x5 X
St ephenville X F 0 F X 0
Victoria® X 0 X X X 0 0 0

* 4

These data are not avail able on the SCRAM BBS. The State has
obtained the files, filled in mssing data, and placed the
files on the TNRCC OnLi ne BBS.

These data are avail able on the SCRAM BBS but are inconpl ete.
The State has filled in mssing data, and placed the file on
t he TNRCC OnLi ne BBS.

These data are on the SCRAM BBS and are currently |listed as
conplete but there are 2 days wth m ssing m xi ng hei ghts.
Until EPA fixes the file, an applicant nust fill in the
m ssing data in order to use the RAMVET preprocessor.

Currently, there are only 4 years of data available on the
SCRAM BBS. Victoria stopped operating as an upper-air
station in Novenber 1989. Corpus Christi began taking upper-
air observations in place of Victoria in January 1990.




The State has obtained surface/ upper-air and STAR data sets
for Victoria for 1983 and placed them on the TNRCC OnLi ne
BBS. Applicants can now obtain a five-year data set (1983,
1984, 1986, 1987, and 1988) to use for PSD nodeli ng.

*

| ndi cates revised i nformati on.



