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Mr. Joel Miller, HDR Engineers
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Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – President – Chuck Rivette
President Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance and asked everyone to introduce themselves.
Legislative Overview – Earl Lott - Waste Permits Division Director
Mr. Earl Lott provided an update on legislative issues.  The Waste Permits Division has been monitoring and analyzing about 30 bills that have been filed.  Only “half-a-dozen or so” have made it to committee for hearings.  Following are the bills discussed during the meeting:
HB 83 and HB1516, filed by Representative McClendon, are related to local jurisdiction issues in Bexar County.  They will allow for a county to provide waste disposal services within San Antonio’s ETJ.
HB 876, filed by Representative Allen, would require solid waste permit applications to include a certification that the applicant has mailed information and a questionnaire to residents (not only property owners as is current law) and others (churches, civic clubs, etc.) within a 2-mile range.  The bill has gone to a committee hearing.  Mr. Rivette discussed the difficulties in finding a current list of residents and civic clubs as opposed to a property owners’ list which can be found at the county courthouse.
HB 1490 is being monitored as well.  It would reduce the tipping fees that are currently collected from MSW disposal.  There was significant conversation regarding the bills HB 1490 and HB 7 and how they could affect the Council of Governments (COG) grant funding.  Ginny Lewis of the Texas Association of Regional Councils also provided testimony on behalf of the COGs.
SB 1176, which pertains to medical waste, is scheduled for a hearing by the Health and Human Services committee.  Christine Bergren will be a resource witness for the bill.  Christine gave a brief summary of the bill and how it will affect rules regarding medical waste.
Mr. Rivette introduced issues regarding proposed transportation bills related to overweight truck fines.  Waste industry is not specifically targeted, but could be affected.
Fund 5000 Overview – Earl Lott – Waste Permits Division Director
Earl stated that the Fund 5000 balance is currently at $102 million.  The municipal solid waste tipping fees generate the balance.  The TCEQ collects approximately $34 million per year.  Half of the money goes into Fund 549, which is appropriated for the Municipal Solid Waste Program and related waste activities in the agency such as inspections, enforcement cases, legal services, etc.  The other half of the money goes into Fund 5000.  Currently, about $5 million is appropriated for the COGs, which is approximately half of the $10.2 million appropriated prior to the reduction approved in the previous legislative session.  The difference is an annual growth rate of about $11.8 million per year. Topic was discussed in length and Mr. Rivette encouraged the council members to contact their legislators with their concerns about the proposed legislation.
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – Section Manager
Ms. Christine Bergren discussed the following topics during her MSW Section update:
1. Organizational/Staffing Updates:  Christine introduced Michael Talbert as a new addition to the MSW Permits Section.  She also provided an update in the process of filling the team lead position vacated by Mr. Jeff Holderread’s retirement.  Interviews are completed, and an announcement is expected by May 1st.
Landfill Gas Letter:  Christine stated that the landfill gas guidance and clarification letter did go out to over 240 facilities in March.  Christine announced that the next letter to go out to facilities will be regarding groundwater reporting and guidance.  These letters represent an ongoing effort to educate and reach out to facilities that are required to report to the TCEQ.
Mr. Rivette asked the Council if there were questions.  Dr. Clark asked Christine about requirements regarding permit documents remaining online after issuance.  Christine indicated that there were no requirements. Dr. Clark also indicated his support for as much information as possible to be made available online for the public.
Upcoming Events:  Christine reminded everyone about the TCEQ Trade Fair on April 30th through May 1st at the Austin Convention Center.  The MSW track is on the first day, which will feature a few outside speakers as well as presentations by MSW staff.  Christine will be speaking about oil and gas waste disposal at TCEQ permitted facilities on the second day as well.  The TCEQ is also coordinating with TXSWANA on an upcoming landfill methane outreach program in Garland on July 16th.  In a few weeks, Christine will also be participating in an oil and gas waste disposal issues subcommittee with the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials.
Ongoing Projects:  Christine reminded the Council about the MSW Permits Section’s ongoing effort to continue to strive for streamlining and efficiency.  There are three primary areas of focus:  changing, modifying, and/or developing new forms, developing checklists, and a scope review of internal processes.
Expiring Terms – Steve Hutchinson– B&PS Permits Section
There are 6 expiring terms at the end of this fiscal year (August 31st), as well as 2 existing vacant positions.  An application will be available on the website in the next few weeks.
Compost Program Overview – Mario Perez – MSW Permits Section
Mr. Mario Perez presented a brief history of the compost rules, an overview of the authorization tiers with a focus on the exempt notification and notification tiers, and the operational requirements for those two tiers.  The Council’s questions regarding the presentation were addressed by Mario and Christine. A copy of the presentation slides is available on request.
Compost Rebate Program – Elvi Yzaguirre – B&PS Section
Ms. Elvi Yzaguirre provided information regarding the compost rebate program.  She discussed requirements for landfills to meet in order to qualify for the program. She also presented the number of facilities participating and the amount refunded for fiscal years 2011 and 2012.  Dr. Clark requested that the data presented be sent to the Council.
Approval of January 17, 2013, highlights:  Motion to accept made by Mr. Pitts, which was then seconded by Mr. Rose.  The highlights were then accepted by the Council.
Public Comments
Mr. Bobby Vickery expressed some regulatory concerns with SB1176.  He stated that he supports full funding of the COGs as his company was used by the COGs for environmental compliance training.  He also shared some of the information regarding projects for which the COGs use their funding.
Ms. Helen Gilbert clarified some dialogue regarding source-separation and comingling of source-separated materials and how they apply to composting rules and facilities.
Next meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2013.
