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Members Present
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette
Mr. David Yanke
The Honorable Council Member Tim Davis
The Honorable Mayor John Monaco
Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.
Mr. Vance Kemler
Ms. Yvette Salinas
Mr. Mark Rose
Mr. Scott Trebus
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
Mr. Terry Humphreys
Ms. Risa Weinberger

Members Absent
Mr. John Nanny
Ms. Elena Quintanilla
Mr. George Russell
Mr. Leo Smith
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder 


TCEQ Staff
Mr. Earl Lott
Ms. Diane Barnes
Ms. Tamara Young
Ms. Stephanie Cunningham
Mr. Matt Baker 

Guests
Mr. Frank Pugsley, CP&Y
Mr. Mike Oden, Shaw Environmental
Ms. Ginny Lewis, Texas Association of Regional Councils


Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – President – Chuck Rivette:
Mr. Rivette welcomed everyone and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.  The advisory council discussed the possible resignation of Mayor George Russell from the advisory council.  Mr. Kemler announced that the Wastecon Conference will be held in August 2014.

Division Update – Waste Permits Division Director – Earl Lott
Earl discussed the following topics:
1. Organizational/Staffing Updates: Mr. Lott announced the resignation of the TCEQ Section Manager, Ms. Christine Bergren, and stated the position was in the process of being posted with the goal of having it filled within the next few weeks.  Team leaders, Mr. Matthew Udenenwu and Ms. Gulay Aki will alternate as acting Section Managers until the position is filled.  Ms. Aki will act as section manager from July 7, 2014, through July 24, 2014.  Mr. Udenenwu will act as section manager from July 25, 2014, through August 31, 2014, unless the position is filled before this time.  All technical positions in the MSW Permits Section are filled.  
2. Hearings and the Legislative Session:  Mr. Lott indicated that several of the new landfill permit applications are either in the process of going through the contested case hearing process or will likely do so during the upcoming legislative session.  With senior staff involved with applications subject to hearing and assisting management with reviewing proposed bills, the less experienced staff will receive more significant projects. 
3. Bills/TCEQ Rules: Mr. Lott stated that the TCEQ rules, related to the bills listed below, had been updated and were adopted during the July 2, 2014, agenda.  The TCEQ rules become effective on July 31, 2014.
· HB 7: reduced the tipping fees for MSW disposal facilities and changed the allocation of funds between Fund 5000 which funds the Regional Solid Waste Grants Program, and Fund 549, which goes to the TCEQ to fund the MSW programs.   Changes include:
· The fee was reduced from $1.25 to $0.94 per ton; $0.40 to $0.30 for compacted cubic yards; and $0.25 to $0.19 for uncompacted cubic yards.  Overall this is a 25 percent decrease.  This reduction was implemented on June 14, 2013. 
· The percentage of fees dedicated to MSW programs increased from 50 percent to 66 percent.
· The percentage of fees dedicated to the COG’s and their local and regional solid waste projects decreased from 50 percent to 33.3 percent.
The current balance of the fund is 114 million dollars.  With the reduction of the tipping fees in effect, this fund balance is expected to be 118 million dollars by the end of August 31, 2014.
· SB 819, pertaining to nuisance and abandoned buildings (Monofills), increased the population eligibility from 10,000 to 12,000 for cities in the arid areas of the state which receive less than 25 inches of annual rainfall.
· The surface casing rules were repealed and transferred to the Texas Railroad Commission (RRC).
4.	Municipal Solid Waste Superfund Program: This program was established to use designated MSW funds to clean up a waste site that has a significant negative impact on human health and the environment.
With the assistance and input from the Texas Association of Regional Councils and the TCEQ Regional Offices, a site in Beeville, Texas was selected as the clean-up project.  The site is located in a residential area and has approximately 8,000 tires piled in various locations of the property.  The removal of the tires will reduce the risk the health hazards for the residents.  Approximately 40% of the tires will be removed from the property by August 31, 2014 and the remaining 60% is proposed to be removed during Fiscal Year 2015.  Tires will be transferred to the Cemex plant near New Braunfels where they will be used for fuel in their cement kiln.  A press release will be conducted after the completion of the project.
5. Chapter 330 Municipal Solid Waste Rules:  There was discussion of opening the Chapter 330 rules after the upcoming legislative session.  It was suggested that the MSWRRAC could be used as a platform to receive public input and Mr. Rivette offered the council’s assistance in creating the framework to address this issue.
6. Council of Governments (COG) Grants Program Funding: The advisory council resolution to re-establish the COG grants program funding has been forwarded to executive management and it has been approved to be placed in the legislative appropriations reports.  Those reports will have an opportunity to be passed by the commissioners at agenda in August.
Legislative Update – Waste Permits Division Director - Earl Lott:
1.	Truth in Budgeting Committee:  The objective of this committee is to analyze programs that are funded by collected fees and have a large remaining fund balance.  The goal of the committee is to have these programs charge fees that are only in the amount necessary to operate the programs; and to reduce the current fund balances of these programs by using the money for their designated purpose.  Methods for reducing these funds are being considered.  Fund 5000 will be of significant interest.
2.	Water – Primary Topic of Legislative Session: Due to the ongoing drought in Texas, issues related to water will be a primary area of interest this legislative session.  One such likely issue could include siting restrictions of facilities such as landfills located over aquifers.
3. Statewide Recycling Study: A bill to provide funding for a study might be filed this session.  A voluntary recycling study is currently in the process of being conducted by the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling.
4. TCEQ Hearings Process: Testimonies have been heard during interim committee meetings requesting the consideration of modifying the current hearing process method to one that is more similar to what the EPA or the Railroad Commission of Texas uses, which is an in-house hearing process.
TCEQ Facility Data Queries Website Demonstration – MSW Permits Section Special Assistant - Diane Barnes: Ms. Barnes demonstrated how the MSW Annual Reports for permitted and registered MSW facilities can be accessed through the agency’s Central Registry webpage .  She also demonstrated where the public can obtain current and historical listings of MSW facilities on the TCEQ website.
Water Balance Cover Project Update – Manager of Solid Waste and Recycling Department at the City of Denton – Vance Kemler: Mr. Kemler provided an update to the Alternative Cover Design (ACD) research which is being conducted by Dr. Milind Khire, P.E., at the University of North Carolina Charlotte.  The study is being conducted for the purpose of developing soil-based final covers for MSW landfills in Texas, which would be equal to or better long-term cover systems than the currently authorized design.  The study consists of analyzing, weather information, solar information, evaporation, transpiration rates from plants and geoclimatic data.  More than half of the study has been completed and it has identified 8 geoclimatic regions across the state.  A separate, three year transpiration rate study is being conducted by the University of Texas at Arlington, as contracted by the City of Denton, because little data is currently available concerning the rates of transpiration of native vegetation.  The three year project will research the rates of transpiration of three different types of native vegetative.  At the completion of the Water Balance Cover Project, a stakeholder meeting will be conducted to discuss the project and the TCEQ will then use the data and feedback to develop geoclimatic region-based guidance documents for the industry.
Discussion followed the presentation.  It was suggested that soil studies should be conducted as the next phase of this project.  Also, Matt Baker, the Waste Permits Division Special Assistant, stated that research has been conducted by the University of Texas at A&M to study the water usage by agricultural vegetation, but the university has not researched the relationships between the roots of non-agricultural vegetation, soil, and water pathways in the soil.  Dr. Khire was unable to incorporate the data gathered by the university into the Water Balance Cover Project.
Environmental Excellence Award Winner Videos – Small Business and Environmental Assistance Division - Stephanie Cunningham: Ms. Cunningham briefly discussed the Environmental Excellence Award program, the highest environmental honor given by the state, and presented videos for two previous winners of the award.  She also indicated that the deadline for submitting applications for 2015 is October 3, 2014.
Approval of April 10, 2014 Meeting Highlights
Mr. Rivette requested the meeting highlights to be revised to replace “citing” with “siting”, in reference to text located in Mr. Lott’s division update.  A motion to accept the revised meeting highlights was made by Mr. Rose, and seconded by Mr. Pitts.  The revised highlights were then accepted by the advisory council.
Public Comments
Mr. Rose announced that the Texas Compost Council will conduct its annual Texas Compost Camp from September 22 – 24, 2014.
The next meeting is scheduled for October 9, 2014.
