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Guests
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Welcoming and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. Chuck Rivette, Council President:  Mr. Rivette welcomed the members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.

Division Update – Earl Lott, Waste Permits Division Director
Earl discussed the following topics:
1. Ebola Response: The Division has been heavily involved with managing the medical waste, the affected municipal solid waste, and the special waste that has been generated.  TCEQ Executive Director, Richard Hyde, is a member of an Ebola Task Force created under the direction of Governor Rick Perry.  Coordination with the Center of Disease Control was conducted to determine the approved methods of handling and disposing of the generated waste.  
2. Introduced Mr. Chance Goodin, MSW Section Manager: Mr. Goodin became the new manager in August.  He has knowledge of the waste program through previous experience with various TCEQ program areas, including as a regional investigator.
3. [bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Scrap Tire Program: This program has previously been managed by the Region 4 – DFW Office and the program will transfer to the WPD within the next two weeks.  The WPD anticipates hiring a full time employee as a result.  The Office of Compliance and Enforcement will assist with the transition.  The Scrap Tire Program consists of issuing tire recycling registrations, Landfill Reclamation Project registrations, and other types of registrations.  The program does not include any funding.  The council briefly discussed various scrap tire related issues and projects occurring across the state and expressed interest in presentations on the topic at future council meetings.
4.	Streamlining Stakeholder Meeting: The meeting was conducted on September 30, 2014 and attended by the waste industry such as waste operators, consultants, and other stakeholders.  This meeting was a follow-up to a streamlining stakeholder meeting which took place a little over a year ago.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss streamlining measures the WPD is interested in implementing.  As a part of the streamlining effort, new checklists and forms have been created and are in the development phase of the project.  The waste industry has been asked to test these documents and to provide their feedback.  It is anticipated the forms will be finalized at the beginning of 2015.  Checklists for MSW staff use will also be created to provide consistent reviews on projects.  A major goal of the streamlining effort is to reduce the number of Notice of Deficiencies issued by the MSW Permits Section.  The initial feedback from members of the waste industry has been positive.
5. Council of Governments (COGs) Grant Funding: The legislative appropriation request by the MSWRRAC to re-establish grant funding to the COGs to their original levels was presented to the Commission in the August 2014 agenda.  The Commission did not recommend appropriating additional funding to the COGs grant fund.


MSW Section Update – Mr. Chance Goodin, MSW Permits Section Manager 
1.	Chapter 330 Municipal Solid Waste Rules:  In anticipation of the 330 rules becoming open for updates and revisions, the MSW section will strategize on the best approach for managing the rulemaking process.  The section will begin their collaboration after the legislative session.  The waste industry and stakeholders will have an opportunity to comment on any rulemaking strategies.
2.	FY 2013 Municipal Solid Waste Annual Report:  The FY2013 Annual Summary is published and available on the TCEQ website.  A total of 197 active landfills reported, including four monofills.  Over half of the facility reports were submitted via the online form.  New features in this year’s report include information regarding television recyclers and maps displaying facility locations in each Council of Government Region.  The FY2014 MSW Annual Report Call-in” letter was mailed October 6th, with a due date of November 17, 2014.
Municipal Solid Waste Superfund Program – Mr. Tanveer Anjum, WPD Technical Specialist:  Mr. Anjum provided a status update for the MSW State Lead Program remediation project for an abandoned tire site in the Beeville area.  Phase one of the project entailed the removal of 4,500 abandoned tires in July of 2014.  The tires were transferred by a TCEQ contractor to the Cemex plant near New Braunfels where they were used as fuel in their cement kiln for energy recovery.  Approximately 3,500 tires are still at the residential property.  This second phase of the project should be completed in November of 2014.
Texas Recycling Data Initiative (TRDI) – Ms. Maia Corbitt, STAR Executive Director:  Ms. Corbitt provided a status update for the Texas Recycling Data Initiative (TRDI) study.  The survey is being finalized for the official launch date of October 15th. The survey closes November 21st, and the final report is scheduled for completion in January 2015.

Approval of July 10, 2014 Meeting Highlights:  The council approved the MSWRRAC meeting dates proposed for 2015.  A motion to accept the July 10, 2014, meeting highlights was made by Mayor Monaco and seconded by Mr. Holder.  The highlights were then accepted by the advisory council.
Public Comments:
Texas Recycling Data Imitative Open Records Request/Confidentiality:
Ms. Helen Gilbert asked Ms. Corbitt if the TRDI has created a defense, or selected an exception in Government code 552.110, for the case of an open records request considering donations made to the TRDI study from TxSWANA members.  Ms. Corbitt’s response implied that responses to open records requests would not include sensitive information such as the contributor’s customer or pricing information.
Scrap Tires:
Ms. Corbitt informed the group of the outcome of a workshop held in the Paso Del Norte Region, an area that encompasses El Paso, TX, a portion of New Mexico, and Chihuahua, Mexico.  STAR is collaborating with the TCEQ Region 6 office, the TCEQ’s “Border 2020 Initiative” group, and other federal, state and local partners to address scrap tire issues in the area. The workshop resulted in the development of five work groups to focus on the following topics: 1) End markets; 2) Enforcement; 3) Tire Advisory Council; 4) Legislation; and 5) Funding.
The next meeting is scheduled for January 15, 2015. 
