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Members Present
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette
Ms. Heather Douglas
Ms. Cheryl Mergo
Ms. Risa Weinberger
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Mr. Jim Wolverton
Mr. Scott Trebus
Mr. Scott Pasternak
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
Mr. Richard McHale
Mr. David Dillard 
Mr. Kevin Martinolich 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.


Members Absent
Mr. David S. Yanke
Mr. Trent Perez


TCEQ Staff
Mr. Earl Lott
Mr. Chance Goodin
Mr. Gene Muller
Ms. Diane Barnes
Mr. Jaspinder Singh
Mr. David Greer	
Ms. Kristen Hernandez
Mr. Mario Perez
Ms. Gulay Aki
Ms. Megan Henson
Ms. Anju Chalise
Ms. Laia Robichaux
Guests
Ms. Helen Gilbert, Gilbert Wilburn PLLC
Ms. Kimberly Lile, Texas Association of Regional Council (TARC)
Mr. Ken May, Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG)
Ms. Sara Nichols, Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB)
Ms. Cassidy Campbell, North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) 
Mr. Larry Laine, Texas Disposal Systems
Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. Holly Holder, Council President
Mr. Holder welcomed members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.
Waste Permits Division (WPD) Update – Mr. Earl Lott, Director
Mr. Earl Lott provided the following updates:
Legislative Bill Implementation
· HB 1331 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the increase in the application fee from $150 to $2050 for a municipal solid waste facility (MSW) permit or permit amendment. Application forms, guidance documents and referenced material will be revised to reflect the new fee. Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapters 305 and 330 will be amended to reflect changes accordingly.
· HB 1435 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the inspection of an MSW management facility or site by the TCEQ before a permit application is issued. Municipal Solid Waste Permits Section will create a new site assessment form to use during a site visit, and 30 TAC, Chapter 330 will be amended accordingly.
· HB 1953 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the conversion of plastics and other recoverable materials through pyrolysis or gasification. Waste Permits Division will be amending 30 TAC, Chapters 330 and 335 accordingly.
· Rules for HB 1331, HB 1435, and HB 1953 are currently being drafted and will be on the commission agenda for proposal on February 28, 2020 with a comment period until March 30, 2020.
· Considering updating 30 TAC, Chapter 330 to facilitate on-going streamlining efforts.
Tropical Storm Imelda Response
· In September, the Governor declared a natural disaster for several coastal counties.
· There were no failures reported during this event. MSW Permits Section processed 14 temporary authorization requests to suspend various certain rules. (i.e. operating hours, acceptance rate, ponded water, leachate collection, etc.)
Mr. Lott introduced EPA’s Lean Management System (ELMS) as part of the Waste Permits Division’s recent streamlining efforts. With the inclusion of ELMS, the MSW Permits Section aims to reduce application processing time.
Regional Solid Waste Management Plans for all the Council of Governments (COGs) regions are required to be updated every 20 years. Updated plans will be due to TCEQ in 2022 but can be submitted earlier.
Mr. Greer, Manager, Public Education Section, External Relations Division, provided an update on SB 649 (relating to promotion of the use of recyclable materials as feedstock for manufacturing) and SB 1376 (relating to school district and educational entity recycling and preference for recycled products). For SB 649, Mr. Greer met with the program director for the Governor’s Office of Economic Development and Tourism to discuss their role in the implementation of the mandated legislation. For SB 1376, rules are currently being drafted for proposal to the commissioners in January 2020.
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Permits Section Update – Mr. Chance Goodin, Manager
[bookmark: _Hlk3291236][bookmark: _Hlk509303551]Staffing
· There are two vacancies in the MSW Permits Section.
· 31 major application projects currently in the program.
· 2018 Annual Summary Report
· The 2018 MSW annual summary report has been published. It can be accessed through the TCEQ website.
· 68% reporting electronically through STEERS; 363 out of 531 reports were submitted electronically.
· 198 active landfills and 211 active processors
· Type I landfill capacity at 54 years and statewide capacity at 51 years.
· 2019 Annual reports for permitted and registered facilities are due on November 10, 2019.
[bookmark: _Hlk509303862]Mr. Goodin provided an update regarding the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) updated rainfall data. This change applies to MSW new applications, amendments, and modifications and affects facility surface water drainage reports and designs for leachate contaminated water management systems.
[bookmark: _Hlk521940254]Scrap Tire Program Update – Ms. Megan Henson, Work Leader, Business & Program Support Section
· Ms. Henson provided answers to previous meetings questions:
· Why is there an increase in tires? The increase is due to Texas’s growing population, better reporting from authorized facilities, larger operations are reporting regularly, and since 2017, TCEQ uses a standard conversion rate, 20 lbs. per passenger tire (previously 22.5) causing an increase.
· In 2018, over 2 million tires were removed from unauthorized sites.
· Texas receiving tires from other states? Tires are entering Texas, but TCEQ does not know the exact number. Approximately, 1.2 million tires were exported from Texas to other states.
· Has the use of tire-derived fuel decreased over the years? The number of tires used for fuel has increased over the past five years, but the percentage has remained constant since 2015.
Recycling Survey and Educational Campaign – Cassidy Campbell, Senior Environment and Development Planner, NCTCOG
· Presented information about the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) Regional Recycling Survey and Education Campaign: Do You Know What to Throw?
· Brought flyers and materials from the recycling campaign.
Composting Rules – Risa Weinberger, Rise Weinberger & Associates, Inc.
Ms. Weinberger presented information regarding operator concerns about training requirements for a compost operator license. The council discussed possible improvements for training and licensing requirements for MSW Class B Licensing for compost operators.
Ms. Weinberger provided information on composting rules found in both MSW (30 TAC Chapter 332) and Wastewater Permits (30 TAC Chapter 312). If operating on a wastewater plant, operators are regulated under Chapter 312; if not within a wastewater plant boundary, then operators are regulated by Chapter 332.
Mr. Goodin indicated that proposed rules for Chapter 312 includes language to address the issue raised by Ms. Weinberger. The proposed rules were approved to be published in the Texas Register at the commission agenda on October 9, 2019, and the public comment period has begun.
Approval of July 11, 2019 Meeting Highlights:
Mr. Richard McHale made a motion to accept the meeting highlights. Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield seconded the motion, and the highlights were approved by the council.
Approval of 2020 Meeting Dates:
Meeting dates are: January 16, 2020, April 9, 2020, July 9, 2020, and October 8, 2020.
Public Comments
Ms. Helen Gilbert, Gilbert Wilburn, PLLC, asked if there was a statewide list of county solid waste cited ordinances. Mr. Rivette commented that he was not aware of a list. Ms. Gilbert also commented on the proposed rule update to Chapter 312.
Ms. Sarah Nichols, Keep Texas Beautiful, asked the council for feedback about additional funding mechanisms, outside of COG funding, to assist in rural community tire cleanup projects.
Next Meeting: January 16, 2020
Archived webcast of this meeting is available at https://youtu.be/6wQmihsiNZQ
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