Municipal Solid Waste Management & Resource Recovery Advisory Council (MSWRRAC) Meeting
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, Room 201S, Austin, Texas
Thursday, January 16, 2020
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Members Present
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette
Ms. Heather Douglas
Ms. Cheryl Mergo
Ms. Risa Weinberger
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Mr. Jim Wolverton
Mr. Scott Trebus
Mr. Scott Pasternak
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
Mr. Richard McHale
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Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.
Mr. Trent Perez
Mr. David S. Yanke


Members Absent
Mr. Kevin Martinolich
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Mr. Earl Lott
Mr. Chance Goodin
Mr. Gene Muller
Ms. Diane Barnes
Mr. David Greer
Mr. Santos Olivarez
Ms. Charly Fritz
Ms. Kristen Hernandez

Mr. Steve Odil
Ms. Bria Patterson
Ms. Cheryl Untermeyer
Mr. Ryan Rutledge
Guests
Mr. Burgess Stengl, CEC, Inc.
Ms. Barbara E. Coombs, Environmental Benchmarking
Ms. Ginny Lewis Ford
Mr. David Guerrera 
Mr. Christopher Saitas, Saitas and Seales
Mr. Ken May, Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG)
Mr. Larry Laine, Texas Disposal Systems
Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. Holly Holder, Council President
Mr. Holder welcomed members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.
Waste Permits Division (WPD) Update – Mr. Earl Lott, Director
Mr. Earl Lott provided the following updates:
Educational Outreach
· The Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Permits Section plans to focus on public education and outreach. Currently developing educational videos with the first topic discussing medical waste applications; what is medical waste, the purpose of the application, and the operations of a medical waste facility.

Fund 5000 Update
· For the 2019 fiscal year, $33.9 million were collected in tipping fees. Out of that, $22.7 million went to Fund 0549 (covering Radioactive, IHM, MSW, and Voluntary Clean-up Program costs) and the rest ($11.2 million) went towards Fund 5000. The current balance of Fund 5000 is now at $112 million.
· For the 20/21 Biennium, $5.5 million is projected to be disbursed each year towards the Council of Governments Regional Solid Waste Grants.
Council discussed Fund 5000 and whether to draft a recommendation to Legislature for additional appropriation from the fund for local government recycling and waste minimization projects. Topic may be discussed in more detail at the next quarterly meeting.
Legislative Bill Implementation
· HB 1331 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the increase in the application fee from $150 to $2050 for a municipal solid waste facility (MSW) permit or permit amendment. Application forms, guidance documents and referenced material will be revised to reflect the new fee. Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapters 305 and 330 will be amended to reflect changes accordingly.
· HB 1435 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the inspection of an MSW management facility or site by the TCEQ before a permit application is issued. Municipal Solid Waste Permits Section will create a new site assessment form to use during a site visit, and 30 TAC, Chapter 330 will be amended accordingly.
· HB 1953 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the conversion of plastics and other recoverable materials through pyrolysis or gasification. Waste Permits Division will be amending 30 TAC, Chapters 330 and 335 accordingly.
· Rules for HB 1331, HB 1435, and HB 1953 are currently being drafted and will be on the commission agenda for proposal on April 8, 2020, public hearing May 19, 2020, and comment period ending May 26, 2020. The goal being to have them implanted by the end of the current fiscal year.
Mr. Lott spoke about EPA’s Lean Management System (ELMS) as part of the Waste Permits Division’s recent streamlining efforts. With the inclusion of ELMS, the MSW Permits Section aims to reduce application processing time.
Mr. Lott proposed including a training session during the next meeting as outreach to all the MSW facilities. The training would focus on informing the MSW facilities with how to handle emergency declarations when the situations arise (i.e. Hurricane Harvey).
SB 649 and SB 1376 Update
· Mr. Greer, Manager, Public Education Section, External Relations Division, provided an update on the implementation of SB 649 (relating to promotion of the use of recyclable materials as feedstock for manufacturing) and SB 1376 (relating to school district and educational entity recycling and preference for recycled products).
· For SB 1376, proposed rules went to commissioner’s agenda January 15, 2020. Expected to be published in the Texas Registrars by January 31, 2020 with an anticipated public hearing date of February 27, 2020, and the comment period ending March 3, 2020. Mr. Greer expects SB 1376 to be adopted by June 10, 2020.
· For SB 649, Mr. Greer informed the council that they are still in the process of selecting a contractor for the project.
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Permits Section Update – Mr. Chance Goodin, Manager
[bookmark: _Hlk3291236][bookmark: _Hlk509303551]Staffing
· New Employees: Bria Patterson, Cody Seal, and Lee Marklund
· There are two vacancies in the MSW Permits Section.
· 26 major application projects currently in the program.
[bookmark: _Hlk509303862]2019 TV Recycler Annual Report Call-In Notice
· Diane Barnes announced that reporting for annual TV recycling is due by January 31, 2020. There were 6 active TV recyclers in 2019. TV manufacturers are also required to report.
· Waste Acceptance Plan (WAP) Form
· Steve Odil presented the new Type I and Type I Arid Exempt WAP form to the council. The form was designed to assist streamlining efforts through reduction of deficiencies regarding the WAP requirements.
· Landfill Mining Registration (Type IX) Form
· Chance informed the council that an application form for landfill mining registrations is also being developed. It is expected for stakeholder comment this year.
[bookmark: _Hlk521940254]Scrap Tire Program Update – Mr. Gene Muller, Manager, Business & Program Support Section
Mr. Muller announced that the 2019 scrap tire report call-in notice was mailed to registered facilities January 14, 2020; reports are due March 1, 2020. Mr. Muller expected the final report to be posted online June 2020. Mr. Muller also stated that the reporting form has been updated to be more reader friendly. A “Frequently Asked Questions” (FAQ) section was added to the TCEQ’s Annual Reporting for Used or Scrap Tire Transporters, Storage Sites, and Facilities web page to answer questions about the report form.
· Mr. Muller talked about his attendance at the 8th annual scrap tire recycling conference held in Greenville, South Carolina and hosted by the Scrap Tire Research and Education Foundation.
Regional Solid Waste Management Plans Update – Mr. Santos Olivarez, Team Leader, Business & Program Support Section
Mr. Olivarez provided information on Regional Solid Waste Management Plans (RSWMP) for all the Council of Governments (COGs) regions. The COGs are currently required to submit a timeline of milestones by April 30, 2020, to indicate to TCEQ what steps they are taking to complete their RSWMP to meet the 2022 submittal deadline. All 24 COGS are to submit their RSWMPs by January 2022 with completion expected to be by August 2022.
Mr. Olivarez will be attending the Texas Association of Regional Councils (TARC) Bi-Annual Staff Training and Board of Directors Meeting February 5-7, 2020 to address any questions regarding the RSWMP plan requirements.
Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs) – Mr. Ryan Rutledge, SEP Specialist, Legal-Litigation Division
Mr. Ryan Rutledge presented on Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs). This included the purpose of SEPs, types of SEPs, third party SEPs, and reporting requirements for SEPs.
Approval of October 10, 2019 Meeting Highlights:
Mr. Jim Wolverton made a motion to accept the meeting highlights. Mr. Maurice Pitts seconded the motion, and the highlights were approved by the council.
Action Items:
No action items.
Public Comments
Ms. Barbara Coombs expressed that she is concerned that there is pressure to measure diversion as the total amount of recyclable material as a percentage of the total waste stream. Ms. Coombs highlighted California’s 2010 SB1016, which measures garbage per capita, as a way of measuring diversion.
Next Meeting: April 9, 2020
Archived webcast of this meeting is available at https://youtu.be/s6npXNlpMcc
