Municipal Solid Waste Management & Resource Recovery Advisory Council (MSWRRAC) Meeting
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, Room 201S, Austin, Texas
Thursday, July 9, 2020
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Members Present
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette
Ms. Heather Douglas
Ms. Cheryl Mergo
Ms. Risa Weinberger
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Mr. Jim Wolverton
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Scott Trebus
Mr. Scott Pasternak
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
Mr. Richard McHale
Mr. David Dillard
Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.
Mr. David S. Yanke 
Mr. Kevin Martinolich



Members Absent
Mr 	Trent Perez

TCEQ Staff
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Mr. Earl Lott
Mr. Chance Goodin
Mr. Gene Muller
Ms. Diane Barnes
Mr. David Greer
Mr. Santos Olivarez
Ms. Charly Fritz
Ms. Kristen Hernandez

Ms. Megan Henson
Ms. Brenda Britt
Ms. Melissa Harrison
Ms. Jaya Zyman
Ms. Anne Marie Callery 
Ms. Morgan Johnson
Ms. Susan Palachek

Guests

Mr. Alfonso Sifuentes
Ms. Barbara E. Coombs
Mr. Bill R. Hindman
Ms. Candilyn McLean
Ms. Cassidy Campbell
Mr. Chris Moken
Ms. Ginny Lewis Ford
Mr. James McGill
Ms. Julie Spradley
Ms. Kimberly Lile Dowty
Ms. Lora Hinchcliff
Ms. Susan Meckel
Ms. Theresa Finch
Ms. Yosmara Villarreal
Mr. Matt Stutz
Mr. Michael Schmitz
Mr. Amy Hesseltine
Mr. Jeff Reed
Mr. Joel Miller

Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. David Yanke, Council Vice President
Mr. Yanke welcomed members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.
Waste Permits Division (WPD) Update – Mr. Earl Lott, Director
Mr.  Lott provided the following updates:
Mr.  Lott has been selected to be the Deputy of Water. This will be his last MSWRRAC Meeting.
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
· Since March 23, 2020, TCEQ has operated primarily via telework.
· TCEQ has prepared regulatory guidance and is taking steps to minimize the impact of COVID-19 on both our staff and our customers.
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Permits Section Update – Mr. Chance Goodin, Manager
[bookmark: _Hlk3291236][bookmark: _Hlk509303551]Staffing
· New Employees: Adam Schnuriger, Curtis Steger, Savannah Rains, and Yi Xu
· There is one vacancy (Engineer) in the MSW Permits Section.
· 29 major application projects currently under review in the program.
· Legislative Bill Implementation
· HB 1331 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the increase in the application fee from $150 to $2050 for a municipal solid waste facility (MSW) permit or permit amendment. Application forms, guidance documents and referenced material will be revised to reflect the new fee. Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapters 305 and 330 will be amended to reflect changes accordingly.
· HB 1435 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the inspection of an MSW management facility or site by the TCEQ before a permit application is issued. Municipal Solid Waste Permits Section will create a new site assessment form to use during a site visit, and 30 TAC, Chapter 330 will be amended accordingly.
· HB 1953 (Rep. Thompson) – Relating to the conversion of plastics and other recoverable materials through pyrolysis or gasification. Waste Permits Division will be amending 30 TAC, Chapters 330 and 335 accordingly.
· Rules for HB 1331, 1435, and 1953 are currently underway. Public comment period closed June 16, 2020. We received two comments, Dow Chemical and Texas Chemical Council (TCC). Both comments received were in support. The rules will be posted on the Commissioner’s agenda for adoption on October 7, 2020, with an anticipated publication date of October 23, 2020. The rules would go into effect October 29, 2020.
· Council members asked about the influx on medical waste registrations received. For the medical waste registrations, half were already in-house applications at the agency prior to COVID-19 and the applications received have been scattered throughout the state.
[bookmark: _Hlk509303862]Recycling Rulemaking Update and Recycling Market Development Plan – Mr. David Greer, Manager, Public Education Section and Scott Pasternak, Associate, Burns & McDonnell
SB 1376 Update
· Mr. Greer provided an update on the implementation of SB 649 (relating to promotion of the use of recyclable materials as feedstock for manufacturing) and SB 1376 (relating to school district and educational entity recycling and preference for recycled products).
· SB 1376 was adopted on June 10, 2020 and a request was received to renumber sections 203 and 204. The sections will be renumbered to change the order to provide clarification of the exemption section.
· Recycling Market Development Plan Project
· For SB 649, Burns & McDonnell received the contract for the project.
· Mr. Pasternak presented the overall purpose of the plan to develop a recyclable material market plan to stimulate the use of recycled material feedstocks, increasing the economic and environmental benefits for Texas businesses, citizens, and governmental agencies.
· There is a voluntary online survey that’s available June 1st through August 31st to collect operations and financial information from recycling processors and end users.
[bookmark: _Hlk521940254]Scrap Tire Program Update – Ms. Megan Henson, Team Leader, Business & Program Support Section
· Ms. Henson announced that the 2019 Scrap Tire Annual Report has been published. It can be accessed through the TCEQ website.
· Ms. Henson explained that approximately 44.7 million used and scrap tires were managed in Texas in 2019. The main use or disposition avenues in Texas for whole used and scrap tires included tire-derived fuel (36%), landfill disposal (21%), and crumb rubber production (15%). In 2019, approximately 3 million tires were removed from 14 unauthorized scrap tire sites. A total of 111 identified unauthorized scrap tire sites account for approximately 11.7 million tires.
Regional Solid Waste Management Plans Update – Mr. Gene Muller, Manager, Business & Program Support Section
Mr. Muller provided information on Regional Solid Waste Management Plans (RSWMP) for all the Council of Governments (COGs) regions.
An RSWMP form was created in March. A workgroup was developed between the Texas Association of Regional Councils (TARC), individual COGs, and TCEQ for buy in and feedback for the form. Feedback on the from was received in June and TCEQ is now working on revisions and formatting. A draft form is expected to be completed by mid-July. The form is anticipated to be posted online in August with webinar trainings expected to take place in September. All 24 COGS are to submit their RSWMPs by January 2022 with completion expected to be by August 2022.
Fund 5000 Discussion – Mr. Holly Holder, Advisory Council President
Council discussed Fund 5000 and drafting a recommendation to the TCEQ commissioners for additional appropriation from the fund for local government recycling and waste minimization projects.
David Yanke made a motion for the council to draft a letter to the TCEQ commissioners requesting them to submit an appropriation request to the Legislature for additional appropriation of funds to be drawn down over a ten-year period and to be provided to the COGs. Risa Weinberger seconded the motion, and the motion was approved. The council will provide language for the resolution to WPD within the next thirty days.
Approval of January 16, 2020 Meeting Highlights:
Jim Wolverton made a motion to accept the meeting highlights. David Yanke seconded the motion, and the highlights were approved by the council.
Action Items:
No action items.
Public Comments
No public comments.
Next Meeting: October 8, 2020
Archived webcast of this meeting is available at www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgXKvoK_NnY
