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Welcoming and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette, Council President:  
Mr. Rivette welcomed the members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.

TCEQ Waste Permits Division (WPD) Director’s Update – Mr. Earl Lott, Division Director, WPD
Mr. Lott discussed the following topics and provided updates:
84th Texas Legislative Session Update:  Mr. Lott mentioned that the WPD staff is reviewing and monitoring 40 bills filed in the 84th Legislative Session; ten of which may potentially impact the Division’s waste management programs.  Mr. Lott provided highlights of some of the bills that are being monitored by Division staff.
HB 281  - Filed by Rep. Simmons (identical bill is HB 3412 - by Rep. Parker & companion bill is SB 878 – Senator Nelson): Relates to a limitation on the expansion of certain landfills.
HB 1284 – filed by Rep. Simmons (identical bill is HB 3411 - by Rep. Parker & companion bill is SB 879 - by Senator Nelson): Relates to the review by certain governmental entities of a permit application for a solid waste facility. The bill requires the TCEQ to mail a copy of a solid waste permit application or a summary to each municipality in whose ETJ the solid waste facility is located and to each municipality with a boundary located not more than one mile from the facility.  The bill also requires the TCEQ to consider comments and recommendations submitted by these municipalities, and it authorizes the TCEQ to deny or amend the application based on their comments.
HB 2244 – filed by Rep. Zerwas:  Relates to the regulation of medical waste. The bill requires the TCEQ to adopt rules in the form of a new chapter of the Texas Administrative Code that includes all rules of the commission relating to medical waste regulation by minimizing the effect on other rules regulating municipal solid waste facilities.
HB 2532 – filed by Rep. Bell:  Requires the TCEQ to conduct a study of Type I MSW landfills (Sub Title D landfills) located over aquifers to determine the effectiveness of the regulations that prescribe the design and construction of these landfills.
SB 1817 – filed by Sen. Zaffirini: Prohibits the issuance of a permit for a new MSW facility or areal expansion of such facility to be located on the recharge zone of certain aquifers including a sole source aquifer.  Mr. Lott and Mr. Goodin provided responses to Mr. Rivette’s questions regarding sole source aquifers and the number of landfills that could potentially be impacted by this bill.
 SB 1242 – filed by Sen. Rodriquez (companion bill is HB 3795 – filed by Rep. Raymond):  proposes additional requirements for scrap tire transporters including annual registration requirements and provision of financial assurance requirements for registered scrap tire transporters.  The council discussed concerns about the insignia (sticker) requirements in the bill and its impacts for fleet operators with scrap tire transporter registrations.
Mr. Lott also briefly touched upon appropriation riders that were under legislative consideration including possible funding for the MSW superfund program, and conversion of diesel fleet vehicles at MSW landfills to run on natural gas.
Water balance project:  Mr. Lott provided an update regarding the status of the water balance study project.   Dr. Milind Khire, P.E. (Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of North Carolina, Charlotte) presented his findings to TCEQ staff, industry representatives, and consultants at a meeting held on February 20, 2015, at the TCEQ Central Office in Austin.  Dr. Khire and TCEQ staff received comments and feedback on the study findings at the meeting.   Mr. Lott mentioned that WPD staff  is planning to conduct another stakeholders meeting with industry representatives later this summer to discuss the finalization of the study.   After the TCEQ receives Dr. Khire’s final report, the MSW staff can begin the implementation process and update the guidance for requesting a water balance alternative final cover. Mr. Rivette inquired about the current process in the interim if someone had a proposal for alternate water balance cover design.  Mr. Lott replied that WPD has existing guidance that can be used by applicants in the interim and the study findings when incorporated in our guidance documents will give additional options for applicants in future. 
Expiring MSWRRAC positions:  A total of eight positions will be available in fall 2015.  Six positions will be available due to term expiration; two positions will be available due to vacancies.  WPD staff will be requesting applications and current members are encouraged to re-apply.  WPD staff will be sending notice and posting the application with instructions on the TCEQ website.  The timeline to apply will be announced later this summer.
Positions expiring August 31, 2015:
Robert (Holly) Holder, P.E., Lubbock Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc. (Representing:  A professional engineer from a private engineering firm with experience in the design and management of solid waste facilities).
Terry Humphreys, San Antonio Liberty Tire Services (Representing:  A registered waste tire processor).
Honorable Commissioner John Nanny, Barnhart Irion County Commissioner (Representing: an elected official from a county with a population less than 150,000).
Maria (Elena) Quintanilla, Lubbock South Plains Association of Governments (a representative from a planning region).
Charles (Chuck) Rivette, P.E., Advisory Council President, Houston WM, SE TX Landfills (Representing:  A solid waste professional with experience managing or operating a commercial solid waste landfill).
Mark Rose, Dallas Compost Advisory Council President (a representative from a private environmental conservation organization).
Positions currently vacant, expiring August 31, 2017:
Vacant - An elected official from a municipality with a population fewer than 25,000.
Vacant - An elected official from a municipality with a population of 750,000 or more.

MSW Permits Section Update – Mr. Chance Goodin, MSW Permits Section Manager 
1. MSW Streamlining & Efficiency Project Update:  
Mr. Goodin provided an update with regard to the checklist project.  Eight of 14 checklists are currently available online at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/waste_permits/msw_permits/perm_reg_mod.html
The remaining checklists should be online soon.
Mr. Goodin also provided a status on new Site Development Plan Forms:
Closure Plan
Post-Closure Care Plan
Closure Cost Estimates
Post-Closure Care Cost Estimates
Transportation
MSW staff received comments from 5 stakeholders, including TxSWANA.  Comments and revisions plan to be completed by April 10, 2015.  Agency Communication will review and comment before forms are publically available.   
1. TCEQ Environmental Trade Fair and Conference – Conference will be held at the Austin Convention Center on May 5-6, 2015.  The MSW track is on May 5th and the IHW track is on May 6th.  In addition, Mr. Goodin will be participating in an oil & gas waste panel discussion on May 6th.
Update on the Texas Recycling Data Initiative Study (Sara Nichols, Interim Executive Director, State of Texas Alliance for Recycling [STAR], Austin; and Scott Pasternak, Burns and McDonnell).
Ms. Nichols and Mr. Pasternak provided a presentation and an update on the Texas Recycling Data Initiative (TRDI) study.  The survey conducted by STAR in partnership with multiple stakeholders, including businesses, non-profits, and governmental agencies, is an effort to track recycling activity in Texas.  In order to track statewide recycling activity, TRDI conducted a voluntary confidential survey of processors and end users of recyclables in a defensible process consistent with accepted industry standards for measuring recycling. Target processing facilities included material recovery facilities, electronics processors, C&D processors, scrap metal recyclers, textile processors, tire processors, and compost/mulch production facilities. All facility-specific data were kept confidential. Mr. Pasternak provided results of the survey including recycling rate overview, material-by-material recycling information, total tons recycled for MSW and non-MSW sources, and economic impacts of recycling.  He also fielded questions from the council about the recycling study and its results. Ms. Nichols provided an update on the next steps and future funding efforts to continue with this study to further understand the recycling issues in Texas and understand its economic impacts.
2012/2013 Regional Solid Waste Grants Program Funding Report - Ms. Ginny Lewis, Deputy Director, Texas Association of Regional Councils (TARC), Austin.
Ms. Lewis provided an overview of the regional solid waste grants program administered by TARC.  She provided the council with information on the purpose of the program, the funding source for the program and how the program is helping local communities.  The TARC has the latest Regional Solid Waste Grants Program Funding Report available on its website (http://www.txregionalcouncil.org). 
Ms. Lewis mentioned that the proposed legislation under consideration by the 84th legislative session proposes to retain the present funding levels for the program.  She mentioned that the legislature was also considering riders for appropriating additional funds to the program and hoped that the legislature understands the importance of the program and its benefits to local communities.
Scrap Tires Program
The council discussed issues pertaining to scrap tire management issues.  It was decided that the next MSWRRAC meeting would include a detailed discussion on the issues related to management of scrap tires.  The committee members expressed concerns about illegal disposal of tires and the lack of a viable funding mechanism for clean-up and remediation of such sites.  Mr. Terry Humphreys provided his perspective on scrap tire management, the challenges posed by illegal disposal of scrap tires, and factors that may contribute to illegal disposal.  Mr. Rivette encouraged council members to identify issues related to the challenges of scrap tire management for a comprehensive discussion at the next MSWRRAC meeting.
Approval of October Meeting Highlights:
A motion to accept the January 15, 2015 meeting highlights was made by the Honorable Mayor John Monaco and seconded by Mr. Mark Rose.
Public Comments:
Ms. Maia Corbitt clarified that HB2763 and SB1067 currently under consideration by the Texas legislature were proposing a one-time appropriation of 250K for the TRDI.  She mentioned that STAR was in favor of increased funding for the COGs.
Mr. Carter Mayfield mentioned that the proposed tire legislation under consideration by the 84th legislative session proposes requirements for insignia/stickers for registered scrap tire transporters.  He mentioned potential issues that impact fleet operators due to the sticker requirements and hoped that the proposed tire legislation would address the issue.
Mr. Mark Rose mentioned that the annual Texas Compost Council training is scheduled to be held in Denton on October 7-9, 2015.  He encouraged everyone to consider attending this training event. Registration information is available on the STAR website at http://www.recyclingstar.org/. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 9, 2015.

