Municipal Solid Waste Management & Resource Recovery Advisory Council (MSWRRAC) Meeting

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, Room 201S, Austin, Texas
Thursday, July 9, 2015



[bookmark: _GoBack]



Members Present
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
Mr. Scott Trebus
Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.				
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Ms. Risa Weinberger
Mr. Terry Humphreys
Mr. Vance Kemler 
Mr. David Yanke
Honorable Council Member Tim Davis

Members Absent
Mr. Mr. John Nanny
Mr. Leo Smith
Ms. Yvette Salinas
Mr. George Russell 
Ms. Elena Quintanilla
Mr. Mark Rose
The Honorable Mayor John Monaco
TCEQ Staff
Mr. Chance Goodin
Mr. Brian Christian
Ms. Diane Barnes
Ms. Tamara Young
Mr. Michael Sofijczuk
Mr. Tanveer Anjum
Mr. Steve Hutchinson
Ms. Kendra Houston
Ms. Shannon Herriott
Ms. Marion Henley
Mr. Steve Neimeyer
Ms. Stephanie Cunningham
Mr. Eddie Moderow (TCEQ Contractor)
Guests
Mr. Michael Oden, Chicago Bridge & Iron Company, Dallas
Ms. Cheryl Mergo, Houston-Galveston Area Council, Houston
Mr. Ken May, Capital Area Council of Governments
Ms. Ginny Lewis, Texas Association of Regional Councils, Austin
Ms. Maia Corbitt, Booth, Ahrens & Werkenthin, Austin
Mr. Bliu McCurry, Reliable Tire Disposal, Burnet 
Ms. Leigh Ing, Republic Services
Theresa Finch, Coastal Bend Council of Governments
Richard Evans, Stericycle, Austin
Mr. James Tyree, Burns & McDonnell, Austin
Mr. Kevin Martinolich, Liberty Tire Recycling, Houston
David Gunter, Liberty Tire Recycling, Houston
Ms. Lara Garey, Cook-Joyce, Inc., Austin
Mr. Jeff Reed, Lloyd Gosselink, Austin
Gary Thomas, Reliable Tire Disposal, Burnet
Anetra Thomas, Reliable Tire Disposal, Burnet
Welcoming and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette, Council President:  
Mr. Rivette welcomed the members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.

TCEQ Waste Permits Division (WPD) Update – Mr. Chance Goodin, MSW Section Manager, WPD (Standing in for Mr. Earl Lott, Division Director, WPD)
84th Texas Legislative Session Update:  Mr. Goodin provided an update on the 84th legislative session and its impact on the TCEQ WPD programs.  He stated that the WPD staff followed 40 legislative bills during the session.  Two bills (HB 1284 and HB 2244) which passed the legislature and became law directly impact WPD.  Mr. Goodin provided a summary of these bills and their impact to the WPD programs.
HB 1284 relates to the review of a permit application for a solid waste facility by certain governmental entities.  The bill requires the TCEQ to mail a copy of a solid waste permit application or a summary to each municipality in whose ETJ the solid waste facility is located and to each municipality with a boundary located not more than one mile from the facility.  The bill also requires the TCEQ to consider comments and recommendations submitted by these municipalities.  The WPD staff have sent a letter to the landfill applicant (Camelot Landfill) impacted by the passage of this bill.
HB 2244 relates to the regulation of medical waste. The bill requires the TCEQ to adopt a comprehensive rule in the form of a new chapter of the Texas Administrative Code to include all rules of the commission relating to medical waste regulation currently in various subchapters of the MSW rules.  Mr. Goodin provided information on the proposed milestones and timeline for the WPD’s rulemaking project in response to the new statute including tentative dates proposed for stakeholder meetings and public comment period for the rulemaking. Mr. Goodin stated that the statute requires the TCEQ to complete the rulemaking by June 1, 2016.
Mr. Goodin also provided information on SB 709 which was signed into law.  This law impacts all TCEQ permitting programs and requires the TCEQ to notify state legislators of pending permit applications before permit issuance.
In response to a question, Mr. Goodin clarified that the legislature did not provide appropriations and separate funding for the MSW state-lead program (MSW “superfund” program).

Update on SB 2763 and Impacts - Mr. Brian Christian, Director, TCEQ Environmental Assistance Division (EAD)
Mr. Christian provided an update on SB 2763 which was passed by the 84th Texas legislative session and became law.  The bill requires the TCEQ to conduct studies related to the current and potential economic impacts of recycling in Texas and provide an evaluation and report on issues related to recycling including the following:
Current recycling efforts 
Identification of new recycling markets
Investigation of new funding for recycling efforts
Job creation opportunities from increased recycling


Mr. Christian provided the following information related to the TCEQ’s implementation of SB 2763:
EAD Team Leader, Mr. David Greer, will lead the team implementing the study.  WPD’s Ms. Diane Barnes will serve as a team member.
Results of the study and evaluation are to be published in the 2016 MSW Annual Report (due to be published by August 31, 2017).  The statute does not require any follow-up action after the publication of the study.
TCEQ is proposing to obtain the services of an external provider to complete the study.
TCEQ staff will solicit stakeholder input during this study.  The TCEQ website has information related to stakeholder participation during the study.
TCEQ was not provided any appropriations or funding to conduct this study.  The TCEQ staff is evaluating internal funding sources to complete the study.
In response to a question from Mr. David Yanke regarding the role of stakeholders (STAR, TXSWANA, etc.) who have recently conducted studies related to recycling rates, Mr. Christian stated that all stakeholders will be provided an equal opportunity to provide input during the study.  In response to a question from Mr. Chuck Rivette regarding the use of the recycling rate data from the recent TRDI studies, Mr. Christian stated that the TCEQ will also seek input on this issue from the stakeholders.
Mr. Rivette welcomed Mr. Christian’s offer to provide periodic updates on the study during future MSWRRAC meetings.  He acknowledged that such periodic updates would be of interest to the stakeholders and MSWRRAC members. 
MSW Permits Section Update:  Mr. Chance Goodin, MSW Section Manager, WPD
Mr. Goodin stated that the MSW Permits Section has a geoscientist vacancy.  The WPD has initiated efforts to fill the vacancy.
Mr. Goodin acknowledged the efforts of Mr. Matthew Udenenwu (Team Leader, MSW Permits Section) in streamlining various MSW forms which are now available for use.
Update on MSWRRAC positions:  Mr. Steve Hutchinson, WPD
Mr. Hutchinson stated that a total of nine positions will be available in fall 2015.  Six positions will be available due to term expiration and three positions will be available due to vacancies.  Application is scheduled to be posted on the TCEQ website by July 17, 2015.  Interested candidates should turn in a completed application within 30 days after the application is posted on our website.  Current council members with expiring terms are encouraged to apply.  The selections will be announced at the October 21, 2015, TCEQ Commissioners’ agenda meeting.
Positions expiring August 31, 2015:
Robert (Holly) Holder, P.E., Lubbock Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc. (Representing:  A professional engineer from a private engineering firm with experience in the design and management of solid waste facilities).
Terry Humphreys, San Antonio Liberty Tire Services (Representing:  A registered waste tire processor).
Honorable Commissioner John Nanny, Barnhart Irion County Commissioner (Representing: an elected official from a county with a population less than 150,000).
Maria (Elena) Quintanilla, Lubbock South Plains Association of Governments (a representative from a planning region).
Charles (Chuck) Rivette, P.E., Advisory Council President, Houston WM, SE TX Landfills (Representing:  A solid waste professional with experience managing or operating a commercial solid waste landfill).
Mark Rose, Dallas Compost Advisory Council President (a representative from a private environmental conservation organization).
Positions currently vacant, expiring August 31, 2017:
Vacant - An elected official from a municipality with a population fewer than 25,000.
Vacant - An elected official from a municipality with a population of 750,000 or more.
Position currently vacant, expiring August 31, 2019:
Vacant - An elected official from a municipality with a population between 100,000 or more but less than 750,000.
Environmental Excellence Awards:  Stephanie Cunningham, Texas Environmental Excellence Awards Coordinator, EAD.
Ms. Cunningham provided information on the TCEQ’s Texas Environmental Excellence Awards which are given annually to honor achievements in environmental preservation and protection in Texas. As the state's highest environmental honor, the Office of the Governor and TCEQ commissioners recognize outstanding projects from nine diverse categories.  The Governor’s Blue Ribbon Committee works with TCEQ staff and the Office of the Governor to recommend winners based on a set of award criteria.  The committee is composed of leaders in public and private industry with expertise in environmental policy and practices.
Ms. Cunningham provided an update on the 2015 Environmental Excellence Award winners.  She mentioned that the TCEQ had received 164 applications for various categories of awards and had chosen nine winners for the 2015 awards.  She stated that the TCEQ will receive applications for the 2016 awards until September 25, 2015.  The 2016 winners will be recognized at a banquet hosted by the TCEQ during the 2016 Environmental Trade Fair and Conference scheduled to be held in May 2016. Further information on the awards and nomination/application process can be found at the following website:  http://www.teea.org.
As part of her presentation, Ms. Cunningham showed a video presentation on the 2015 Environmental Excellence Award winners.
Scrap Tire Management Issues in Texas - Perspectives
A comprehensive presentation of scrap tire management issues from different perspectives was provided by the following presenters:
Tanveer Anjum, P.E. (Project Manager, MSW Permits Section) presented a regulatory perspective of scrap tire management issues in Texas.  He provided information on the registration requirements for various scrap tire management activities, regulatory background, requirements for each regulated activity and related data regarding existing registrations for various tire management activities, information and data on unauthorized scrap tire sites in Texas, and past legislative proposals to regulate scrap tire management activity.
Kendra Houston (Investigator, TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Office) provided a compliance and enforcement perspective of scrap tire management issues in Texas.
Steve Niemeyer (Manager, TCEQ Border Affairs) provided a presentation on scrap tire management challenges along the U.S.-Mexico border.  Mr. Niemeyer provided information on unauthorized disposal and associated issues in the border area and the TCEQ staff’s efforts in coordinating and addressing environmental issues with the counterpart Mexican agency and local officials. 
Theresa Finch, P.G. (Environmental Coordinator, Coastal Bend Council of Governments, Corpus Christi) provided a presentation on scrap tire management and unauthorized disposal issues from the perspective of local governments and counties.  She explained the challenges faced by local governments and communities to address unauthorized scrap tire disposal and the limited availability of funds to address the associated issues.  Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr., Giddings (Lee County Commissioner and MSWRRAC member) also agreed with Ms. Finch regarding the problems faced by local communities and lack of funds to address the problem of illegal tire disposal.  He mentioned that a sizable amount of money from his road and bridges budget has to be used to address illegally disposed tires in Lee County.  Mr. Vance Kemler (Manager of Solid Waste and Recycling Department, City of Denton; and MSWRRAC member) as well as Mr. Tim Davis (City of Temple Council Member and MSWRRAC member), provided their perspectives from their positions as elected local officials.
Mr. Kevin Martinolich and Mr. David Munoz (Liberty Tire Recycling) provided the scrap tire industry’s perspective on issues related to scrap tire management, the challenges posed by theft of scrap tires from storage areas, illegal disposal of scrap tires, and factors that may contribute to illegal disposal.
Water Balance Study 
In response to an inquiry on the status of the water balance study project, Mr. Goodin responded that the TCEQ staff is awaiting the final report from the author Dr. Milind Khire.
Approval of October Meeting Highlights:
A motion to accept the April 9, 2015 meeting highlights was made by Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr. and seconded by Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting is scheduled for December 10, 2015.
