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Welcome and Introduction of Members – President – Chuck Rivette
President Rivette  welcomed everyone in  attendance. Some members have been delayed and will be welcomed them when they arrive. 
 Office of Waste Update – Brent Wade – Deputy Director
Mr. Wade summarized his 23 years of experience with TCEQ. He went on to explain some organizational changes moving from function to programmatic and provided some personnel changes: Mark Vickery, Executive Director announced his retirement; Zak Covar named the new Executive Director; Richard Hyde the new Deputy Executive Director.  Additional changes within the Office of Waste include Susan Jablonski moving from Radioactive Materials Division to the new Area Director of Central Texas and Kelly Keel was named the new Area Director for Coastal and East Texas.  
President Rivette discussed some challenges regarding the shale expiration and the crossover with the Railroad Commission. Mr. Wade responded that he acknowledges the challenges and is trying to work with the Railroad Commission to fill some gaps. 
Waste Permits Division Update – Earl Lott – Division Director
Mr. Lott covered some additional organizational changes within the Office of Compliance & Enforcement, with Ramiro Garcia being promoted as the new Deputy Direction for this office. There are 4 Area Directors and will all report to Mr. Garcia, along with all Regional Directors. In addition, the Waste Permits Division received a retirement announcement from an Engineer, Karen Cleveland in the MSW Section. 

Mr. Lott discussed the issue of an increased workload becoming critical in the MSW Section and and how to deal with it in the following areas; new permit applications for landfills; amendments; recycling activity; Notice of Intent and registration applications; especially   oil and gas.    South Texas is different than other parts of the state, where they are primarily agriculture land and they are not open to land disposal thru the Railroad Commission.  More and more waste is ending up in MSW landfills and it has become a weekly activity involving other state agencies and Mr. Lott has assigned Brandy Brooks as the point of contact for this activity.  TCEQ and the Railroad Commission have had some meetings to discuss waste disposal options to establish a better understanding of the disposal options from both agencies. The disposal issue will continue to be a challenge for the agency and the state. 
Mr. Lott mentioned his idea to work with the waste industry to come up with a state wide design for Water Balance Cover for landfills. The state could be divided into 8 eco zones and they would model a cap for each zone.  The idea is to work with a research institution to come up with a design and model and that is going well. However, there are challenges come up with a model on your own or a cook book approach, but that is very costly to have the research and design. We have been working with a Professor from Michigan State University that has extensive experience, but the State of Texas does not have the money to fund the research and design.  Mr. Lott mentioned that TCEQ is trying to partner with the waste industry to fund the research and design and TCEQ would be at the table to help review the design.  The cost still continues to be a challenge, and is doubling; the estimated cost is $310K for a complete design.   Some landfills are conducting individual research and we could use that data to plug into the model to help reduce the cost.  If an individual landfill did the design on their own it would cost in the millions.  Currently, no other university is involved at this time, and there might be other options later. Dr. Clark mentioned that there is a power point by the Professor from Michigan State on the internet and is very instructive. 

Dr. Clark mentioned that landfill receipts are down by 20 to 30% and in some parts of southern California appears to be down by 50%. A significant amount of income comes to the agency as a result of landfill tipping fees.  Does this have an impact?   Part of this is due to the economy and part due to recycling. Mr. Lott mentioned that fees have dipped and concurred that it was due to the economy and recycling.  The program at this point is not impacted by this reduction. The oil and gas waste of $6.00 a ton will help offset the loss of fees.  It was mentioned the COGs budget was cut 50% in order to balance the state budget. 

Ms. Bergren responded to the question regarding the number of applications received for waste conversion technologies. Ms. Bergren stated they have processed some, but the vast majority of activity is more with questions and inquiries phase.  
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – Section Manager
Ms.  Bergren reiterated that the retirement of a senior engineer is having a big impact on the workload and that she is working on getting this position filled.   Also, Ms. Bergren mentioned the increased workload issue and the main area is the traditional actions but they are coming in all at once.  We do have three new Greenfields permits, and it requires a tremendous amount of staff from both engineers and geologists, but we are getting these through the system and meeting the deadlines.  In addition, major amendments have a possibility of going to contested case hearings and require a significant amount of staff time.  The recycling activity takes a lot of time, as well.  One other area of involvement is assisting the field staff in the DFW debris management. 
Ms. Bergren mentioned there are currently 23 guidance documents on the web site with some being over 20 years old.  She asked for support from the council to consider providing assistance from the council or organizations they represent to provide technical review to find out which ones are helpful.  Mr. Rivette stated he would support a subcommittee review and report back at the next meeting in July. In addition, he would like to establish a process for guidance document reviews.

Ms. Bergren noted there is a new process for requesting special waste authorization. It is now in the Industrial & Hazardous Waste Section and a specific e-mail box has been established to allow these authorizations to be submitted. This process has decreased the processing time of these types of requests. 

Sham Recycling Update – Joel Anderson - Office of Compliance and Enforcement -  Region 12 Section Manager
Mr. Anderson provided an overview of his experience with the agency.  He stated he inherited 18 sites that included 15 brush/mulch compost sites and these sites have been identified as a potential of causing same effects as the Helotes fire.   The most recent investigations include 11 notices of enforcement actions.  There was a lengthy discussion involving other sites and can be viewed on the website. 
Oil & Gas Update and Discussion – Brandy Brooks – I&HW Section 
Ms. Brooks discussed the issue of increased waste due to the oil & gas activities that have created a lot of issues, especially in the South Texas area. South Texas is not able to deal with this increase and it has created problems for TCEQ and other entities. Ms. Brooks mentioned they are interested in talking with the waste industry and the oil & gas industry to try and provide a solution to handle the increased waste.   Ms. Brooks also mentioned that the TCEQ’s Small Business & Environmental Assistant Program is facilitating some outreach and has created a website separate from the TCEQ. It is:  texasoilandgashelp.org.  This is a one stop shop to provide guidance with the oil & gas activities and it covers all three media.  You can view the entire discussion on the website. 
Public Comment 

Helen Gilbert an attorney that represents recyclers, had a question for Mr. Anderson and Mr. Rivette recommended that Ms. Gilbert contact Mr. Anderson for specific questions. 

Mia Corbett, Executive Director for State of Texas Alliance for Recycling, wanted to clarify the difference between recycling and illegal dumping. 

Medical Waste Enforcement Discretion – Christine Bergren – MSW Section Manager

Ms. Bergren mentioned a wide spread non-compliance among generators of medical waste as it relates to labeling requirements and specifically not weighing waste and placing it on the label before  the waste is shipped off site. MSW and OCE did some outreach and education to remind generators that the rule had been in place since 2006 and they need to weigh and place a label on each container.  A letter was sent out to larger entities to let them know the rule is on the books and they were reminded that they need to comply and offer enforcement discretion with a deadline of April 30, 2012.  The deadline may be extended to allow for the generators to comply with the enforcement discretion. 
Recycling Study Update – Kelly Freeman -  CAPCOG 
Ms. Freeman provided an update of the recycling survey/study. You can review the entire presentation on the website. 
TV Recycling Rule Update – Cynthia Carter – Small Business & Environmental Assistance Division

Ms. Carter updated the television recycling rule created by SB 329 in the last legislative session that requires television manufacturers to collect and recycle covered television equipment. The TCEQ was authorized to adopt rules to implement the program.  The program received approximately 600 comments during the comment period. The rules were adopted on March 28, 2012 by the commission without changes.  The final version will be published on April 14, 2012. Between proposal and adoption some definition changes were made to better clarify additional information.  Ms. Carter distributed a timeline of the program dates.  In January 2013,   manufacturers and recyclers will be required to register with TCEQ and must stipulate that they will have a compliant collection and recycling program in effect by April 1, 2013.  In addition, on April 1, 2013, the first list of TV manufacturers will be posted on the TCEQ web site:  texasrecyclestvs.org.  Consumers can use this list to find a manufacturer and determine how to recycle their televisions and retailers must use it before offering the sale of any equipment. 
H.B. 2694 (10.01-10.04) Contested Case Hearings – Margaret Ligarde and Kathy Humphreys – Environmental Law Division

Ms. Ligarde discussed Article 10 from the Sunset bill which passed three changes to contested case hearing process. The three changes include;  1)  a new restriction on state agency participation 2) a requirement that the executive director will participate in all contested case hearings 3) new deadline for filing of discovery in contested case hearings.  Ms. Ligarde and Ms. Humphreys provided expanded definition of these changes. 
Motion to approve the January 5, 2012 highlights was passed. 

There were no action items. 

Mr. Rivette announced the next meeting to be held on July 19, 2012

Mr. Rivette adjourned the meeting.
Please note due to the complexity of the topics discussed, archived webcasts may also be available.  To request additional information, please contact Mr. Steve Hutchinson, Waste Permits Division, at shutchin@tceq.state.tx.us , 512/239-6716.  Thank you.
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