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Welcome and Introduction of Members – President – Chuck Rivette
President Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance including new members to the Council: Leo Smith of Bangs, Bill Vansykle of Ovilla, Maurice Pitts, Jr. of Giddings, Jeffrey Mayfield of Wylie, Vance Kemler of Denton.   Highlights of the meeting on October 6, 2011 were presented.  John Monaco motioned to approve and Holly Holder seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
Waste Permits Division Update – Earl Lott – Division Director
Director Lott reported that medical waste is a hot issue at this time and Stericycle, at the last meeting, had proposed a revision to the medical waste rules.  Mr. Lott stated that an outreach program is being readied to highlight weight requirements.  At this time, the generator is supposed to determine the weight of the waste, but consideration is being given to allow transporters to carry scales.  Updates will be forthcoming at future meetings.  

Mr. Lott went on to discuss alternative final covers for landfills. He proposed the possibility of expanding the current guidance document to allow for predetermined types of designs that would be acceptable at facilities according to conditions at the location of the landfill.  He explained that the benefit would be that the cover would be approved automatically.  He continued to say that a facility could still come up with a design of their own to be approved.  Mr. Lott said that the concept would have to be presented to the stakeholders in areas with more than 25” of rainfall per year. 
Mr. Lott then went on to report that the issue of scrap tire disposal continues to be a serious problem in Texas, especially along the borders.   He suggested development of a long-term plan that would become a solution to the ongoing problem.  Informative discussion followed regarding the numerous recycling possibilities for the scrap tires, but implementation of standards would need to be discussed.  The subject will be added to the agenda in future meetings.
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – Section Manager
Ms. Bergren explained how nuisance odors are evaluated with the help of the FIDO (frequency, intensity, duration, offensiveness) chart that she had distributed.   Investigators use this chart as a guide when determining the validity of odor complaints and tracking the frequency of complaints.  Ms. Bergren explained that the chart is not the only tool used; many other factors are considered by investigators.  Some members had questions and discussion followed. 
E-Reporting – MSW Annual Report – Gulay Aki–Work Leader–Waste Permits Division
Ms. Aki gave a step by step demonstration of the MSW Permits on-line reporting procedures.  She stated that the project is nearing completion.  She went on to say that forms for reporting will no longer be mailed to facilities.   Reporting will be processed though the STEERS program and a password will be needed. Instructions will appear on the first page of the STEERS website.  The information gathered from e-reporting will be summarized and put on the MSW website for anyone to see.  Ms. Aki offered many useful tips for navigating the pages for reporting.  Due to the complexity of the information, it is recommended that the reader watch on the website at: 

http://www.texasadmin.com/cgi-bin/texas/tceq_view.cgi?name=TCEQ_AG010512&part=1 

STAR Recycling Update – Ms. Christine Bergren – MSW Section Manager
President Rivette summarized previous discussions in meetings on this subject. He related that recycling is not reported in Texas, but there is interest in how reporting can be accomplished.   A resolution has been submitted to the Commissioners asking that an interested task force be formed to look at recycling and find if there is a way to capture data.  Ms. Bergren went on to report that since the passing of the resolution by the MSWMRRAC (Municipal Solid Waste Management & Resource Recovery Advisory Council, discussions have begun with the Texas Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America (TXSWANA)and the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling ( STAR). She reported there have been 5 steering committee meetings and the stakeholders include recycling industries, municipalities, Keep Laredo Clean, Councils of Government, HEB and other large corporations, and Fort Bliss.  Ms. Bergren also reported there had been 6 sub-committee meetings that have discussed what should be included in a proposed survey and the criteria and purpose of the survey. She said that the sub-committee will report to the steering committee in February.   Discussion followed. 
EPA Proposed Changes – Mr. Will Wyman – Small Business & Environmental Assistance
Mr. Wyman briefed members regarding the EPA ‘s proposed changes to the 40 CFR 280 rules that   effect liquid waste handlers.  He reported that the comment period will close on February 16th.  The changes can be reviewed on the EPA’s website:  www.epa.gov  and then search UST Rules. 
Asphalt Shingles – Mr. Wayne Harry – Waste Permits Division
Mr. Harry presented a very informative slide show regarding shingles.   He presented the positive side of recycling shingles for possible profit that would promote legitimate recycling.  Lengthy discussion followed regarding the many aspects of regulating recyclers.  The discussion can be viewed on the website. 
CAPCOG Discussion – Kelly Freeman, Capital Area Council of Governments
Ms. Freeman’s presentation centered on an overview of how the COG solid waste programs function and then went on to report the currently planned regional coordination activities. She went on to discuss the related impact of the recent funding cut backs.  Ms. Freeman explained that the GOG’s are state designated planning agencies for regions and the budget cuts will bring about gradual changes in activities and solid waste programs.  Due to the complexity of the presentation, it is recommended the reader view it on the website at: 

http://www.texasadmin.com/cgi-bin/texas/tceq_view.cgi?name=TCEQ_AG010512&part=2
There were no public comments or questions.

President Rivette asked for volunteers or nominations for the position of vice president of the council.  David Yanke nominated Holly Holder for the position.  John Monaco seconded.  The proposal carried unanimously.  Mr. Holder accepted the position. 

President Rivette adjourned the meeting. 
Please note due to the complexity of the topics discussed, archived webcasts may also be available.  To request additional information, please contact Mr. Steve Hutchinson, Waste Permits Division, at shutchin@tceq.state.tx.us , 512/239-6716.  Thank you.
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