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Members Present
Mr. Jaime Alvarez
Mr. Tom Brown
Mr. Hector Chavez
Dr. H. C. Clark
Mr. Donald Hatcher
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Mr. Terry Humphreys 

Ms. Linda Koop
The Honorable John Monaco
Mr. John Nanny
Mr. Paul Polasek
Ms. Elena Quintanilla
Mr. Charles (Chuck” Rivette
Mr. Mark Rose
Mr. David Stephens
Mr. David Yanke

Members Absent
Ms. Shirley Blanton
Mr. Frank Reilly

Division Support Team
Mr. Steve Hutchinson – Waste Permits Division
Ms. Sheila Nichols - Waste Permits Division 


TCEQ Staff
 Dr. Richard Carmichael
 Ms. Lynne Haase
 Mr. Wayne Harry
Mr. Allan Batcheller

Guests
Laura Garey  - TETC, Cedar Park, TX 
Maia Corbitt – State of TX Alliance for Recycling (STAR) – Austin, TX 
Mike Oden -  HDR Engineering, McKinney, TX
Bruce Arnett – TETC – Frost, TX
Bob Larson – TSU-SM; Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation District (BSEACD); Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee (PPAC) – Austin, TX
Jonas Rosenthal – Travis County 

Welcome and Introduction of Members – President - Chuck Rivette
President Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance.  John Monaco motioned to accept the highlights from the October 7, 2010 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Advisory Council Update – Steve Hutchinson – Waste Permits Division

Steve announced that the topics for the Trade Fair have been selected.  President Rivette asked about the continuing education credits received for attendance at the Trade Fair and suggested that the agency remember many operators use their attendance at the Trade Fair for the education requirements.   Holly Holder mentioned that the TxSWANA Conference is to be held in April and will offer continuing education credits.
Waste Permits Division Update – Earl Lott – Division Director

Mr. Lott was called away and could not attend the meeting.

MSW Section Update – Dr. Richard Carmichael – Section Manager  

Dr. Carmichael reported that he had spoken with Mr. Lott before the meeting and MSW Permits is fully staffed except for one position at this time.  Mr. Lott is busy with the legislative session and the Sunset Review.  Dr. Carmichael reported a recent water balance work session to review a guidance document that is being developed for alternative covers for MSW landfills using a water balance approach.  He described the conversations at the session as “healthy”.  Dr. Clark reported that he considered the session fascinating and worth reviewing.  President Rivette stated that he was also impressed with the session and with the panel that was brought together to speak.  Dr. Carmichael said that there will be studies of active landfills in the future to gain more information.  Dr. Carmichael reported that there has been an upswing in Type 5 registration applications, some associated with wastewater treatment plants accepting grit trap sludge from haulers.  They are required to have a Type 5 MSW registration if the sludge is discharged into the plant system.  Dr. Carmichael said that he has seen innovative technologies driven by recycling initiatives to gasify solid waste.  
President Rivette requested an MSW organizational chart.  Steve Hutchinson will email this to council members.  President Rivette asked Dr. Carmichael about any noticeable changes in shingle recycling since TDOT has relaxed the rules.  A lengthy discussion followed. 
Update on Current Rulemaking, MSW Licensing Rules - Terry Thompson – Permitting and Registration Support Division – 
Mr. Thompson reported that, after more than a year of reviewing MSW licenses, the rules were adopted on December 14, 2010 and became effective on January 5, 2011.  He reported some highlights of the new rules:  
All landfills must have a Class A licensed supervisor

Class A supervisors can supervise any type of landfill

Progression method of obtaining a Class A license was reinstated

Individuals supervising the handling of medical waste need a special training course.

“C” licenses will not be renewed

Mr. Thompson reported that meetings are being scheduled with training providers so that training could be available to those that need it.  Webinars are also being scheduled for the continuing education.  Mr. Hatcher expressed his disappointment with the new rules in regard to the cost of classes and the lack of progression for lower employees since the Class C licenses have been eliminated.
Legislative Session Overview – Jennifer Ahrens, Intergovernmental Relations
 Ms. Ahrens reported that legislators convened on Tuesday, January 11th and that in the first 60 days of session bills may be filed.  The last day to file is March 11th.  Ms. Ahrens said that a few less than one thousand bills have been filed to date; which, to her, was a low amount.  Ms. Ahrens said that the main focus this year is the budget deficit.  She reported that leadership has asked our agency to submit budget cuts and our agency has submitted a 5% reduction for this year.  For the years 2012 & 2013 cuts of 10% per year have been submitted.   Ms. Ahrens went on to say that legislators will be discussing redistricting this year which will take up a lot of time. 
She said that several large agencies are undergoing Sunset Review along with TCEQ and on January 12th  the Review committee met and adopted their proposed changes.  The adopted changes will become a bill and submitted to legislators. 
She reported that it was recommended that TCEQ be reviewed again in 6 years, but that was not adopted.  TCEQ will be reviewed again in 12 years.  Ms. Ahrens reported that the Railroad Commission may become the Texas Oil & Gas Commission.  She also reported that HB 88 regarding television recycling will be presented again.  The bill was presented at last session but was vetoed by Governor Perry.   She went on to say that a tire recycling program will be presented this year also.   A question and answer period followed. 

Composting Status Update – Dr. Richard Carmicheal and Wayne Harry – MSW
Mr. Harry stated that in 2007 an internal audit was held and it was determined that better coordination was necessary between Austin and regional offices regarding recycling facilities. A notification/exemption process was initiated.  Registrations are now received at TCEQ, reviewed to determine if they are true recyclers not charging a fee and then sent to regional offices so that they can investigate and determine if the facility is a legitimate recycling operation.  Notifications are required to have financial assurance in order before the registration is submitted.  The goal for completion of this process is 90 days for a complete turnaround.    Mr. Harry went on to report that MSW is currently working with the TCEQ IT unit to create an e-permitting website that would eliminate nearly one-half of the process.  Recyclers could notify on line and then the regional office would be notified.  He went on to say that the Air & Water Divisions of TCEQ are first in line for this process and he is hopeful that the MSW Division would be on line by December of 2011.  Lengthy discussion followed.  The discussion can be viewed on TCEQ’s website:
http://www.texasadmin.com/cgi-bin/texas/tceq_view.cgi?name=TCEQ_AG011311&part=1
State of Texas alliance for Recycling (STAR) Discussion – Maia Corbett, Executive Director – STAR Recycling

Ms. Corbett presented a memorandum that outlined a two phase plan to establish the current rate of recycling in Texas.  She recommended establishing a group of stake holders from corporations, municipalities and communities to define a current state recycling rate and gather recycling data.  Ms. Corbett stressed the importance of gathering this data which  could be used for research, business development, appropriation of resources, and accountability for regional grant funding.  Lengthy discussions occurred throughout the presentation. Due to the length and complicated dialogue, it is recommended that the reader view the presentation:     http://www.texasadmin.com/cgi-in/texas/tceq_view.cgi?name=TCEQ_AG011311&part=2
PPAC Resolution and First Choice Products – Dr. Bob Larsen – Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee (PPAC)
President Rivette introduced Dr. Larsen by giving a recap of a previous discussion regarding PPAC’s recommendation to TCEQ’s Commission.  The recommendation listed products with environmental and energy attributes that they agree should be added to the “First Choice” list of products in the State Procurement Manual.  The recommendation also asked that the TCEQ Commission adopt the list for use by TCEQ purchasers as soon as practicable, prior to the Comptroller’s decision on the recommendation for all state purchasers to use it.  Dr. Larsen reported that the list has not been updated since 1997.  Dr. Larsen explained that the list of products is a recommendation and not a requirement for purchasers.  If the recommendation is adopted by the Commission, any item that is on the list but does not meet the needs of the end user can be certified not acceptable as a purchase with a certification from a Division Director or Executive Director.   Motion to accept was made by Donald Hatcher and seconded by John Monaco.  Mr. Hatcher drafted the recommendation that the Commission approve and support the recommendations of PPAC to the Comptroller.
The motion was accepted unanimously.   

City of San Antonio Multifamily Ordinance Program – David McCary, Director of Solid Waste management Dept., City of San Antonio 

Mr. McCary presented a slide show that detailed San Antonio’s innovative recycling program affecting multi-family and single residence homes.  He explained that San Antonio has created a ten year plan that will result in zero waste in the environment.  Mr. McCary went on to say that they plan to educate the residents of San Antonio that discarded material will be a resource instead of waste.  The interesting presentation can be viewed at: 
http://www.texasadmin.com/cgi-bin/texas/tceq_view.cgi?name=TCEQ_AG011311&part=2
There were no further action items and President Rivette adjourned the meeting. 
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