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Flow-Dependent Applications of Standards in Streams [307.8(a)]

· Remove low-flow standards exemptions [307.8(a)(1)] for the following criteria that are expressed as long-term averages or that otherwise should be applicable during all but negligible flow conditions (e.g., < 0.1 CFS in perennial streams):
· dissolved solids (i.e., chloride, sulfate, total dissolved solids) for classified streams in Appendix A [307.8(a)(1)(A)]

· human health toxics criteria (currently exempted below harmonic mean flow) [307.8(a)(8)]

· recreational criteria (geometric mean) for all perennial streams [307.8(a)(1)(A) & (F)]

· Consider limiting the applicability of criteria in stagnant, drying perennial pools: 
· Exempting criteria when pool coverage of the streambed is less than 50% of a sampling reach

· Exempting criteria when stream flow is zero

· Other (better) practical methods to define shrunken pools 
· Redefine the low-flow criteria for standards applicability in six large spring-fed streams using an alternative statistical calculation, rather than the low flow that occurs over a 7 day period every 2 years (7Q2).
· An alternative statistical method is needed since the calculated 7Q2 flow in spring-fed streams can occur more than 20% of the time in many cases.
· Low-flow criteria would be defined as occurring 10% of the time, based on a linear best-fit to normally or log-normally distributed historical flow data; where the fit is inadequate, base the low-flow condition on a 10th percentile rank of the data.
· Low-flow criteria could be set at a lower probability of occurrence where unique biological assemblages present.
· Provisions would be added to 307.8(a) describing these alternative low-flow criteria, how they were derived, and where they are listed.
· 7Q2 flow would still be the appropriate low-flow criteria for streams that are not predominately spring-fed.
· Move Appendix B (table of segment-specific, low-flow criteria in 307.10) to the Standards Implementation Procedures, and remove the provisions concerning Appendix B in 307.8(a)(3) – (5).
· Alternative low-flow criteria for spring-fed systems would be included in the relocated table.
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