
Water Rights Advisory Work Group – March 10, 2015 

 

Water Right Section Update – Ron Ellis 

Legislative Session 

 Senate Bill (SB) 109 and House Bill (HB) 201 are companion bills that place 
timelines and procedures into the permitting process; 

 SB329 and HB928 are also companion bills that relate to drought contingency plans 
(DCP) and who submits those plans. The bills would require more entities to submit 
DCPs to TCEQ for review; 

 HB2031 is Representative Lucio’s broad desalinization bill that contemplates marine 
desalinization for potable use; 

 HB2308 is Chairman Keffer’s economic impact bill which would require an 
economic impact study on water right permit applications. 

Question: What are the potential implications of SB109 and HB201 on water rights 
permitting? 

Answer: The bills would specifically and structurally change the timelines for 
permitting. For example, once an applicant submits an application, TCEQ would have 
30 days to review the application and declare it either administratively complete or 
provide a request for information letter to the applicant after which the applicant would 
have 30 days to respond. There would also be a process for an applicant not meeting the 
deadline to respond. TCEQ could return the application and the applicant would have 
the opportunity to appeal that to the Commission. TCEQ has internal timelines but this 
bill would make those timelines statutory.  

 

Watermaster Update – Amy Settemeyer 

 Currently starting this year’s evaluation process for the river basins without a 
watermaster which include the Canadian and Red River Basins. 

 The new Brazos Watermaster program implementation is in full swing. Full 
implementation is expected by June 1, 2015. The new Brazos Watermaster, effective 
January 1, 2015, is Molly Mohler. Molly is from the Concho Watermaster program 
where she was instrumental in helping to develop its program. 

 Three field staff positions and the administrative assistant position for the Brazos 
Watermaster have been filled. 

Michaela Murphy and Nancy Ragland will be in the Waco office; 

Guy Falzarano will be in the Lake Jackson area; and  

Jillian Huff will be the administrative assistant in Waco. 

Staff for the Stephenville area will be hired soon. 



 The Rio Grande office currently has one vacancy and the new Concho Watermaster 
will start within the next few weeks. 

 

Commission Actions Update – Robin Smith 

 February 4, 2015 there were hearing requests for the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority, Application No. 12378, to divert 75,000 acre-feet of water from the 
Guadalupe River and build several off-channel reservoirs. Several of the hearing 
requests were granted and several were sent to SOAH to determine whether to grant 
those requests. The preliminary hearing will be held March 18, 2015.  

 March 4, 2015 the two emergency orders for the Lower Colorado River Authority 
were affirmed. One concerned suspension of releases required under its water 
management plan to the irrigators and the second order concerned the amount of 
water that needs to be released for the blue sucker. LCRA wanted to reduce the 
amount of water in order to keep more storage in the lakes.  

 Brazos River Authority System Operations hearing was held February 17-26, 2015. A 
proposal for decision is expected mid-July. 

 

New Staff Announcement – Sonia Crawford 

Water Rights Compliance Assurance Team 

Sara Brown – Contractor 

Humberto Galvan – Contractor 

William Alfaro – Contractor 

Joshua Reuterskiold  

Hydrology Team 

Young-Hoon Jin 

Caroline Hackett 

Permitting Team 

Jane Youngblood 

Morgan Scott 

 

Closing – Sonia Crawford 

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday June 2, 2015 at 10:00am in the Agenda room.  

 Comments and topics for discussion can be emailed to Sarah Henderson at 
sarah.henderson@tceq.texas.gov or Sonia Crawford at 
sonia.crawford@tceq.texas.gov 
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