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Friday, December 5, 2008 
9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Bldg. F, Room 2210 

Austin, Texas 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Call Meeting to Order 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

The Science Advisory Committee (SAC) approved the meeting minutes from the 
November 5, 2008 SAC meeting. 

 
Discussion regarding SAC "Deliverables" - Form and Content Bob Huston 

1. Strawman on Sediment Transport Frank Heitmuller 
Frank Heitmuller, SAC committee member, presented drafts of "Texas Environmental 
Flows Science Advisory Committee Deliverable(s) Outline" and "Fluvial Sediment 
Transport" which was created as a strawman on sediment transport.  The committee 
discussed whether the documents were acceptable to give to the Bay and Basin Expert 
Science Team (BBEST) for guidance.  
 
ACTION ITEM:  Mr. Heitmuller will use the suggestions of the SAC to improve the 
documents.  The strawman document, Fluvial Sediment Transport, will be discussed 
again by the committee at a future meeting.      
 
2. Strawman on Hydrology Data Methodology Dan Opdyke 
Dan Opdyke, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), presented a draft of "Use of 
Hydrologic Data in the Development of Instream Flow Recommendations for the 
Environmental Flows Allocation Process", a strawman on hydrology data methodology.  
The committee discussed whether the document was a useful deliverable to the BBEST 
and opened discussion to TPWD, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), 
and Texas Water Development Board (TWDB).   
 
ACTION ITEM:  The SAC, along with TPWD, TCEQ, and TWDB concluded that the 
document was an acceptable first draft.  TPWD will incorporate into the existing 
document a detailed description of the Hydrology-based Environmental Flow Regime 
(HEFR) method and incorporate input from TCEQ and TWDB.  This revised draft is due 
to the SAC members on December 19th, 2008 with the goal of the document being 
discussed at the next SAC meeting schedule for January 7, 2009.  
 

 
 



Policy/Management vs. Science Framework                          Subcommittee (Paul Montagna, 
Mary Kelly, and Bob Brandes)  

 
Mary Kelly and Dr. Bob Brandes, SAC committee members, presented a Subcommittee 
Memo (drafted by Ms. Kelly, Dr. Brandes, and Dr. Paul Montagna) for discussion by the 
SAC.  SAC members and the agencies discussed ideas for the next draft of the memo.  
SAC requested that TPWD provide a one page description of state methodology used to 
address freshwater inflow needs for bays and estuaries including a description of the 
strengths and weaknesses of these tools.     
 
ACTION ITEM:  TPWD will provide the SAC subcommittee with a one page description 
of tools applicable to questions that the BBESTs will be seeking to answer under SB3, 
along with the advantages and disadvantages of such methodology.  The subcommittee 
will revise the Subcommittee Memo to include this information and then submit the 
memo to other SAC members to evaluate for content.  SAC members will return the 
memo to the subcommittee and a revised draft is set for discussion at the January 7, 2009 
SAC meeting.   

 

Spatial Extent of Instream Flow Recommendations  Jim Wiersema 
Jim Weirsema, SAC committee member, presented his handout "Agenda Item - Spatial 
Extent of Instream Flow Recommendations", a list of discussion points for the SAC 
concerning geographic area(s) to be assessed in order to set instream guidelines.  The 
SAC discussed, with the agencies, whether geographic areas of study should be located at 
gauged locations only.  Todd Chenoweth, TCEQ, recommended naming control points in 
specific geographic area(s) to assess instream flow and the SAC requested that TCEQ 
prepare a memo with TCEQ's suggestions.   
 
ACTION ITEM:  TCEQ will prepare a memo suggesting how the BBEST could 
determine the geographic area(s) to be evaluated for setting instream guidelines by using 
control points within the river basin.  The memo will be distributed to SAC members and 
is scheduled to be discussed at the next SAC meeting on January 7, 2009.   

 

Update on BBESTs and Discussion of Liaisons 
Chairman Huston stated that the Sabine and Neches Rivers and Sabine Lake Bay BBEST 
will have their first organizational meeting on December 8, 2008.  The Trinity and San 
Jacinto Rivers and Galveston Bay BBEST will have their first organizational meeting on 
December 18, 2008.   
 
Chairman Huston also announced that Dr. George Ward will be the primary SAC liaison 
for Sabine and Neches Rivers and Sabine Lake Bay BBEST and Mr. Fred Manhart will 
be the secondary liaison.  Dr. Brandes will be the primary SAC liaison for the Trinity and 
San Jacinto Rivers and Galveston Bay BBEST and the secondary liaison will be Ms. 
Kelly.   
 



Chairman Huston announced that the SAC budget has been approved by TWDB.  Barney 
Austin, TWDB, will be the SAC's liaison for fiscal management.   
 
Chairman Huston requested an update from Cory Horan on the literature review work 
that the TCEQ had contracted.  Mr. Horan stated that the contractors have held 
organizational meetings thus far and that he can update the SAC at their next meeting. 
 
ACTION ITEM:  Cory Horan will update the SAC on the progress being made by the 
literature review contractors at the SAC's next meeting on January 7, 2009. 
 

Public Comments 
Myron Hess, National Wildlife Federation, inquired whether existing literature will be a 
part of the TCEQ memo on determining geographic area(s) to be assessed to set instream 
flow guidelines.   
 
Joe Trungale updated the SAC on the Caddo Lake Environmental Flows workshop.  Mr. 
Trungale stated that the group at Caddo Lake has discussed flow regime 
recommendations and flow standards and has drafted strawman documents.  Mr. 
Trungale requested that SAC allow a member of the organization to present a report, at 
one of the future SAC meetings, to be sure that their organization understands how flow 
standards are defined.  Chairman Huston responded that the SAC will tentatively set the 
Caddo Lake report for discussion at the February SAC meeting.   
 

Suggested Agenda Items for the Next SAC Meeting to be held January 7, 2009 (some items 
may be reserved for the February meeting) 

• Continued discussion of TPWD Hydrologic Methods document. 
• Discussion on TCEQ memo concerning the geographic extent of instream flow 

recommendations.  
• Continued discussion of the Policy/Management vs. Science Framework by the 

subcommittee.   
• Continued discussion of Sediment Transport issues. 
• Overview of Water Quality and Nutrient inflows to Bays and Estuaries. 
• Update on the BBEST organizational meetings that were held in December, 2008.   
• Update from TCEQ on the status of the current SB3 literature reviews. 
• Presentation by the National Wildlife Federation, Bays in Peril. 
• Sabine Lake Bay study presentation. 
• Discussion of potential Special Studies. 


