Sabine and Neches Rivers and Sabine Lake Bay
Basin and Bay Expert Science Team (BBEST)
Friday, February 20, 2009, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Trinity River Authority, Lake Livingston Project
5170 South F.M. 1988, Livingston, Texas

MINUTES
Members Present: All BBEST members present
Copies of all the presentations made during this meeting will be available on the BBEST’s website which

can be found at the following location:
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water supply/water rights/eflows/sabinenechessabinelakebay.

html

Call to Order & Introductions
Chairman Tatum called the meeting to order

January 26, 2009, Meeting #2 Minutes: Discussion and call for approval
The BBEST unanimously approved the minutes from the January 26, 2009 meeting.

Primary Charge by Statute: Discussion and call for adoption

Members discussed the Primary Charge document and agreed to revise it to remove the specific
functions of the work plan component. The BBEST will amend the Primary Charge document to include
the work plan specifics after TCEQ has adopted environmental flow standards. With the removal, the
Primary Charge by Statute document was unanimously approved by the BBEST.

Committee Ground Rules: Discussion and call for adoption

The BBEST discussed the Proposed Ground Rules document, focusing mainly on defining consensus. See
BBEST Ground Rules document on the TCEQ’s website for specific details.

With regard to consensus, the BBEST adopted the Unanimity minus three (U-3) approach, which
recognizes the ability of four or more members to actively block a decision. The BBEST will strive to
achieve consensus among all members, but in the event the group cannot reach consensus, decisions
will be made by majority vote.

Budget Discussion
Members discussed the draft budget, making minor changes to times allotted for meetings (full day
meetings only), and unanimously approved the budget for submission to TWDB.

RFQ Draft

Members discussed the draft Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the hydrological component of
environmental flows, including timelines for potential contracting. Minor changes were made to the
draft RFQ and the members unanimously agreed to approve the document with changes and submit to
TWDB for publishing on behalf of the BBEST. All RFQ’s are to be submitted by 5:00 PM on March 18,
2009 (REVISED DUE DATE: March 26, 2009) and that a selection would be made at the March BBEST
meeting. Members also agreed that RFQ’s for additional components of environmental flows, i.e.
biology, water quality, would be developed and discussed at future meetings.


http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_supply/water_rights/eflows/sabinenechessabinelakebay.html
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SAC Update
George Ward, SAC liaison to the BBEST, gave an update of SAC activities and guidance documents the
SAC is working on.

Bay Changes and Adaptive Management
Paul Jensen, SAC member, gave a presentation on inflows to bays and estuaries, nutrient loading, and
adaptive bay management.

Outline of Activities for the Sabine-Neches BBEST

Kirk Winemiller continued the discussion from the previous meeting on the Outline of Activities for the
BBEST. The document outlines the individual steps the BBEST must take to develop an appropriate
environmental flow regime for the Sabine and Neches river basins.

HEFR Guidance Document

Jack Tatum began a discussion of the Hydrology-Based Environmental Flow Regime Methodology
(HEFR). Cindy Loeffler, TPWD, gave a brief overview of how HEFR was developed and cited its use in the
development of the Brazos River Authority’s systems operating permit. Dan Opdyke, TPWD, gave an
overview of the HEFR Guidance document and explained the conceptual model on which HEFR is based.
He explained the examples in the HEFR Guidance document to explain what HEFR can produce.

Sabine-Neches Estuary and Lower Sabine River: A System in Transition

Jack Tatum, BBEST Chair, began a discussion on a white paper titled "Sabine-Neches Estuary and Lower
Tidal Sabine River: A System in Transition" and presented information about the Sabine-Neches Estuary
(Sabine Lake) and man-made alterations to the estuary.

Geographic Scope of Instream Flow Recommendations:

Members discussed factors relevant to the geographic scope of potential instream flow
recommendations. The SAC is producing a guidance document on this topic, and while it is draft and not
ready for distribution, the BBEST discussed elements related to determining the geographic scope of
instream flow recommendations. This includes USGS gage locations, how to address reaches with no
stream gage or flow data, how to consider ecologically significant stream segments, and how the BBEST
might use this information in establishing reaches for which flow regimes will be established. The
BBEST established a subcommittee to provide recommendations on streamflow gage locations to be
considered for further evaluation.

Public Comments

Myron Hess, National Wildlife Federation (NWF), indicated that NWF is attempting to secure grant
funding to assist the BBEST(s) with additional studies and will report to the BBEST regarding potential
funding.

Next Meeting and Suggested Agenda Items

The next meeting is scheduled for March 31, 2009 at the Lower Neches Valley Authority offices in
Beaumont, Texas, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Potential agenda items include:

-Report on HEFR Workshop

-Continued discussion on Geographic Scope subcommittee recommendations

-NWF Inflow Pattern Approach



