Sabine and Neches Rivers and Sabine Lake Bay
Basin and Bay Expert Science Team (BBEST)
Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Lower Neches Valley Authority, Main Office

7850 Eastex Freeway Beaumont, Texas 77708

MINUTES

March 28, 2009, Meeting #4 Minutes: Discussion and call for approval
Members approved the March 28, 2009 minutes unanimously.

TxBlend Workshop Update
Members discussed the TxBlend Workshop hosted by TWDB.

Primary Charge by Statute: update to “Work Plan” (timeline)
Chairman Tatum discussed the proposed time line and work plan for the BBEST and its contractor’s activities
in order to achieve the goals set forth in SB3.

SAC Status Report

Fred Manhart, SAC liaison, gave an update on the guidance documents the SAC is developing to support the
SB3 process. He discussed the Hydrology Based Environmental Flow Regime (HEFR) guidance document and
future guidance documents regarding sediment transport, nutrient and water quality overlays to the HEFR
method.

USGS Gaging Network in the Sabine-Neches Basins

Jeff East, USGS, gave an overview of the USGS gaging network and available data which can support the SB3
process. He discussed how and where the data is collected, how the data is qualified, and its potential utility
in establishing environmental flow regimes.

HEFR: Presentation

Dan Opdyke, TPWD, gave a detailed overview of the use of hydrologic data in the development of instream
flow recommendations for the environmental flows allocation process and the Hydrology-Based
Environmental Flow Regime (HEFR) methodology. He discussed how the BBEST might use this method to
support and direct the work and interpret the results of the contractor for the Hydrological Modeling.

Biological Overlay/Subcommittee update

Kevin Mayes, TPWD, gave an update on the subcommittee which is developing the Biological Overlay to the
HEFR module. This effort is being spearheaded by Jim Wiersema, SAC member. The group is working to
prepare a guidance document on how to use biological data to refine the initial HEFR matrix with biological
information. A complete draft is scheduled to be ready by the June SAC meeting.

Geographic Extent SAC Guidance: Discussion

Chairman Tatum began a discussion of the Geographic Extent of Instream Flow Recommendations. The
group agreed that the work they have previously done regarding the selection of flow gage sites to be used
within the basins is in line with the direction given in the SAC guidance.



Hydrological/Modeling SOW (Draft): Discussion and call for approval

Hydrological/Modeling Contract: Discussion and call for approval

Chairman Tatum gave an overview of the work done to develop the Hydrological Modeling scope of work.
John Albright, with Freese & Nichols, the contractor selected to perform the work outlined under the scope
of work, clarified that after their review of the scope they had no substantial changes to the actual work to
be done, but wanted to clarify some smaller wording details in the contract. The BBEST decided to form a
subcommittee to look at the HEFR output numbers and how to apply this alongside a salinity regression
exercise from TxBlend. Members requested TWDB support in converting the time series of the HEFR
outputs to estimates of salinity regression using established statistical methods. This resulted in the
removal of item 5 (c) from the scope of work. Members approved the scope of work as revised.

Ecological Information SOW - Fluvial (Draft): Discussion and call for approval

Ecological Information SOW - Estuarine (Draft): Discussion and call for approval

Chairman Tatum and Cindy Loeffler, TPWD, began a discussion of the draft scope of work for the
summarization of ecological information in the fluvial and estuarine portions of the Sabine and Neches
Basins and Sabine Lake Bay. Members discussed potential changes to the scope of work and made some
minor changes. The group agreed to move forward with changes and be ready to select a contractor at the
next meeting. Dr. Winemiller, who was unable to attend the meeting, was contacted afterwards and agreed
with the changes as made by the BBEST during the meeting.

Cory Horan, TCEQ, agreed to solicit potential candidates and distribute a list for consideration and selection
at the next BBEST meeting.

Lower Sabine Basin Priority Instream Flow Program Update

Toledo Bend FERC Relicensing Update

Chairman Tatum discussed the Senate Bill 2, Texas Instream Flow Program (TIFP) studies currently underway
on the lower Sabine, mentioning the geomorphic work that’s recently been done which resulted in 8
reaches and 10 sample sites. Ongoing efforts regarding the Toledo Bend FERC re-licensing have helped to
support the TIFP study and vice versa. Members asked if any of this work that has been done could support
the development of environmental flow regimes for SB3. Kevin Mayes, TPWD, suggested that the group
consider identifying key indicator species to assist with all three processes.

Sabine River Basin Water Quality Report
Miles Hall, Sabine River Authority, gave an overview of the draft 2008 Basin Summary Report, a 5 year
summary and trend analysis of water quality issues prepared under the Clean Rivers Program.

Neches River Basin Water Quality Report
David Hancock, Lower Neches Valley Authority, gave an overview of the draft 2008 Basin Highlights Report,
an annual summary and trend analysis of water quality issues prepared under the Clean Rivers Program.

Public Comments
There were no public comments.

Next Meeting and Suggested Agenda Items

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 28, 2009 at the LNVA offices in Beaumont, from 8:30 to
4:30.

Future meetings were set for Thursday, June 25, Friday, July 24" and Thursday, August 20, 2009.



