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BBEST Charge

e Enormous scientific challenge
e 12 months and limited budget

 No precedent for this specific task In
Texas

TPWD appreciates the efforts of
all members of the BBEST
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Karen Hixon, member S

s passed

created a statewide process for identifying and protecting environmental flow
needs. As part of this pr Basin and Bay Area Expert Science Teams

(BBESTs) were formed in the Sabine-Neches and Trinity-San Jacinto River

Ut Basins. The Trinity ST submitted a final report on December 1.
2009 documenting 2 > mmendations for an environmental flow
egime for the river and bay systems. SB 3 J

ommendatios

h a collaborative process n
g the analyses and recommendations, the science team must
consider all reasonably available scienc egard to the need for

the water for other uses, and the ndations must be

L]
. based salely on the best science available.
r ‘ §S O I Having worked on numerous instream flow and freshwater inflow
recommendations over many years, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD)

staff is familiar with the uncertainty embedded in such efforts, cognizant of the
challenges faced by the BBEST, appreciative of the efforts expended by the
members, and grateful for the many opportunities to provide input throughout the

- L] L
process. Each BBEST had approximately twelve months and a limited budget for
outside services to meet the SB 3 charge. The difficulty of the challenge cannot be
overstated and the progress of the BBEST is commendable. It is widely
recognized that the science of nmental flows is not an exact one, and the

BBESTs did not have the tin ata, directive, or budget to perform a definitive
alysis.  This memorandum contains general comments regarding the Trinity-




Sound Ecological
Environment

« BBEST reached CONSensus
that S.E.E. does
currently exist

e TPWD notes
e Ongoing loss of wetlands *

e Declining mussel
populations

e Lack of reproduction In
some fish




Conditional Phased Approach

e TPWD does not
endorse

 Is not aflow regime

W Fk Trinity Rv at Grand Prairie! = ™.
E

 |Inadequate
geographic scope (4)

e Does not use all of
the best available
science

 Adaptive management
clauses of SB 3 helpful, but
no panacea




Flow Regime Approach

e TPWD does endorse

* Flow regime consistent N
with NAS, SB 2, and e el R
SAC

e Uses hest science
avallable

« Method should be
expanded to
Important tributaries




Freshwater Inflow
Recommendations

e TPWD sees merit in
this approach

e Linkage of inflows
to salinity to habitat
IS a reasonable
approach

 Results are incomplete

¢« Some months, seasons, and years have
no recommendations



Consolidated Comments,

Espey et al.

e TPWD does not
endorse

« Monthly patterns
are integral to the
State Methodology




TPWD Suggestion

e Combine both approaches

e Use “Freshwater Inflow
Recommendations” where available

e Use State Methodology monthly
values to fill gaps



Additional Comments

« TPWD believes it is the responsibility
of the BBASC and TCEQ to consider
iImplementation of overbank events

« TPWD appreciates both approaches
straightforward presentation of flow
magnitudes and attainment
frequencies



Next Steps

« TPWD staff committed to providing
support to SB 3 groups

e \Wor
e Ada
o Impl

K Plan

ptive Management

ementation Strategies

« TPWD will also provide comments
during TCEQ rulemaking
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