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Background:  San Antonio

• San Antonio is America’s 7th largest city
• Water and wastewater services provided to over 1.3 million people
• Owned by the City; independent Board appointed by SA City Council
• 3 major Water Recycling Centers with 233 million gallon per day 

permitted capacity
• EPA Award winning facilities 
• National leaders in conservation, reuse, and water resource 

management
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Managing Water Demand 

*Savings based on water use in the early 1980s

67% More 
Customers 

0% More 
Water
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Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
• Reduces Edwards pumping during critical periods
• Provides operational flexibility
• Currently over 

70,000 acre-feet 
in storage
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SAWS Total Wastewater Treated
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Uses of Recycled Water

Microsoft

Toyota 

golf coursesgolf courses grass farminggrass farming

landscapinglandscaping cooling towerscooling towersRiver WalkRiver Walk

industrial processes
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The Treatment Trifecta
Biosolids, Gas

digester flaredigester flare

compost padcompost pad

• One of the largest compost 
operations in the country

• 98% of biosolids to beneficial 
use in 2009

• The first U.S. utility to sell 
digester gas
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Discharges of Recycled Water for 
Environmental Enhancement

Josephine St.Josephine St.

Salado CreekSalado Creek

Convention CenterConvention CenterBrackenridge ParkBrackenridge Park

San Antonio RiverSan Antonio River Mitchell LakeMitchell Lake
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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Treatment in the 1980s

Nov 10, 1983

Nov 17, 1983

Nov 17, 1983

That was then.....
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San Antonio River IBI Rating
• 2002 to 2008:  All IBI ratings over 50

Mexican StonerollerMexican Stoneroller Long-ear PerchLong-ear Perch Log PerchLog Perch

• Nine pollution sensitive 
species found

• Four not previously collected in 
the Upper San Antonio River 
Watershed

• Indicates increased 
biodiversity attributed to 
continuing improvements in 
water quality and habitat San Antonio River near Falls CitySan Antonio River near Falls City
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