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Background: San Antonio

e San Antonio is America’s 7t largest city
 Water and wastewater services provided to over 1.3 million people
« Owned by the City; independent Board appointed by SA City Council

« 3 major Water Recycling Centers with 233 million gallon per day
permitted capacity

« EPA Award winning facilities

« National leaders in conservation, reuse, and water resource
management
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San Antonio per capita water use
1979 - 2009

gallons
per person
per day
250
225
o °
°
200 1+ =
° ¢ * .o °
® °
* °
150 s ot e % .. .
SR o ®
o o ®124
100
50
0

79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Overview of Water in the San Antonip Arean :




Managing Water Demand
SAWS Total Production (1984 vs. 2009)
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*Savings based on water use in the early 1980s
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Kick the Can
FREE Toilets

Watersaver Landscape
Rebates

Wash Right

Washing Machine Rebate

Hot Water
On Demand Rebate

Home Water
Conservation Audits

San Antonio
Landscape Care Guide

Seasonal Irrigation
Program (SIP)

SAWS Conservation Programs

Drought Restriction
Enforcement

Reporting Water Waste
Large-Scale Retrofit
Rebate Program

Toilet
Retrofit Program

Commercial Cooling
Tower Audits

Restaurant Certified
WaterSaver Program

On-Site Cooling
Water Reclamation
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Aquifer Storage and Recovery

 Reduces Edwards pumping during critical periods

* Provides operational flexibility

e Currently over
70,000 acre-feet
In storage
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The Treatment Trifecta

* One of the largest compost
operations in the country

 98% of biosolids to beneficial
use in 2009

e The first U.S. utility to sell
digester gas

digester flare




Discharges of Recycled Water for
Environmental Enhancement
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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San Antonio River Flows at Falls City
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RIVER SEWAGE
‘DEPLORABLE’

mcmlm SMITH
Clty officials say raw sew-
being dumped Into the San

Antonio River can't be
cleaned out in time to fore-
stall a threatened lawsuit by
the state, which calls the
river's condition “deplorable.”

The possible lawsuit is yet another
mlam plauging the city stemming
its troubled sewer system.

The city also faces an investiga-
tion and possible lawsuit over the
drowning death of a 12-year-old
youngster who fell through an uncov-
ered manhole while chasing a volley-
ball Cﬁ“:rg:gnfga Mlddl:iﬁhool

e city contami-
nating the San Antonio River with
raw sewage to the point of causing
fish kills, the Texas Department of
Water Resources says it wants an

tion by Nov. 28.
| DWR wants to know why the city
hasn't complied with orders to clean
up the river,

TDWR Executive Director Char-
les Nemir said that information cal-
lected from city plants — particu-
larly the Rilling Road Wastewater
Treatment Plant — allege city facili-

"ties are dumping treated wastes into
the river “with a quality approaching
that of raw sewage.”

Nov 10, 1983

State demands clean-up

He also charged the city with not
keeping its promise, made Oct. 14,
1982 by City (:onnci], to act in good
faith to meet state clean-water
standards.

A letter from Nemir zerces in on
the 60-year-old Rﬂ]mg Road pianl,
citing mi t and
solid waste operations.

“In light of this information, I am
serionsly considering a staff recom-
mendation to request the attorney
general to institute legal action
against the city for permit viola-
tions," Nemir stated in the letter,
which was sent to Mayor Henry Cisn-
eros and city councilmembers.

Monitoring

Nemir said the agency has been
monitoring the city's sewerage treat-
ment operations for several months
and came to this opinion

“These conditions and the deplora-
ble condition of the San Antonio
River has now led us to conclude the
city has failed in its agreed-upon re-
sponsibilities regarding operation
and maintenance of existing facili-
ties,” Nemir said. .

“There's not enough time to com-

ply,” said City Councilwoman Helen

Dutmer, who is a member of waste-
water treatment committees for
both the city and the region.

She said steps are being taken by
the city to obtain rights-of-way for
the planned Dos Rios wastewlter

treatment plant s¢
the junction of th
Medina rivers.

“It takes time t(
equipment,” Dutm
the plant could be
1986 and 1988.

However, anol
who asked not to
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in sewage battle

over river pollution
SARA directors threaten legal action
Nov 17, 1983

AJ’s raw sewage
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City could face stiff fines
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Board member Clifton McNeel of
Bexar County called the city's treat-
ment of downstream residents
shr)cld.n% that if the river
flowed other direction and the
ted water was thraugh the
jowntown River Bend, the dty
would have cleaned it up long ago.
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San Antonio River IBI Rating
« 2002 to 2008: All IBI ratings over 50

* Nine pollution sensitive
species found

* Four not previously collected in
the Upper San Antonio River
Watershed

* Indicates increased
biodiversity attributed to
continuing improvements in
water quality and habitat
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