Texas Environmental Flows Science Advisory Committee
Wednesday, November 10, 2010
8:30 a.m. —12:00 p.m.
Texas Parks and Wildlife Headquarters
Smith School Road
Austin, Texas 78744

Agenda

Call to order and Approval of meeting minutes from October 6, 2010
Chairman Bob Huston called the meeting to order. The minutes from the October 6, 2010
meeting were approved by consensus.

Liaison Reports (San Antonio, Colorado, Nueces, Trinity) Liaisons
Member George Ward gave an update on the activities of the Guadalupe/San Antonio BBEST.
He noted that the hydrology subcommittee was continuing to make progress toward
completion of their analysis. He noted that the estuary subcommittee has completed their
analysis of Blue Crab and Rangia. The subcommittee will hold a “Blue Crab workshop” in
November and again in January. Chairman Huston and Steve Raabe, SARA, gave a brief
update on the recent BBASC meeting.

Member Paul Jensen gave an update on the activities of the Colorado/Lavaca BBEST. The
BBEST members discussed how best to spend additional dollars provided to them by TWDB.
He noted that the group was developing cross section data for each of the selected sites using
the “Comparative Cross Section” methodology, as well as characterizing available riparian
data. The BBEST also discussed a draft outline for their final recommendation report.

Member Paul Montagna gave an update on the activities of the Nueces BBEST. He noted that
the group was ahead of the approved SB3 schedule and intends to provide a report to their
BBASC earlier than the approved deadline. He noted that the various subcommittees were
beginning their initial analyses and would be making decisions through the hydrology
subcommittee so that the various overlays identified by the members can be applied and the
HEFR runs modified accordingly.

Chairman Huston gave an update on the activities of the Trinity/San Jacinto BBEST and their
initial steps in formulating a work plan for adaptive management. He noted that the group
has reviewed the SAC guidance regarding work plan development and was using this as a
starting point in their deliberations. The group agreed by consensus to recommend a review
of the regime recommendations and standards every 5 years to allow for an opportunity to
make improvements to the environmental flow standards adopted by the TCEQ.

EFAG Report Huston
Chairman Huston discussed his briefing on SAC activities to the Environmental Flows
Advisory Group (EFAG). He discussed the guidance documents developed by the SAC, as
well as the workplan development and adaptive management process. He also noted that the
EFAG had appointed stakeholders for the Brazos and Rio Grande Basins.



Budget Update

Mark Wentzel, TWDB, informed the members that the proposed 2011 SAC budget has been
submitted to the EFAG for approval. Upon approval members may begin to seek
reimbursement for expenses.

Update - WAM/Flow Regime Translation subcommittee Brandes
Vice-chair Bob Brandes stated that this SAC guidance document was ready for approval for
distribution. It was noted that this document is a “living” work and may need to be modified
in the future. The transmittal letter for the document will address this issue. The group
agreed to finalize and distribute this document by consensus.

Briefing on TCEQ Proposed Rules (Trinity — Sabine) Chenoweth
Todd Chenoweth, TCEQ, discussed the various considerations, both science and policy, that
the TCEQ used in developing the recommended environmental flow standards for the
Sabine/Neches and the Trinity/San Jacinto basin and bay systems. He discussed the
justification and thought process used in developing the various aspects of the proposed
standards as well as potential concerns and issues that will need to be addressed in the
comment and response process. He explained the TCEQ rule process for adoption of the
proposed standards and noted that the TCEQ will consider alternate environmental flow
approaches that can be submitted to the TCEQ without the need to restart the rule process. He
discussed the schedule for adoption of the proposed standards, noting that the public comment
period will be open from November 19 to December 20, 2010, with a public hearing schedule
for December 16, 2010. Adoption is anticipated in April 2011.

Google Earth Application Trungale
Joe Trungale, Colorado/Lavaca BBEST member, demonstrated the use of the Google Earth
application as utilized by the BBEST. He explained that the BBEST members had participated
in a field trip to visit several of their 30 selected sites for analysis. Metadata, including
pictures, was input to Google Earth to inform and provide context to the BBEST members and
others on selected sites. The draft HEFR matrices were also included as a way to disseminate
information used by the BBEST in their analysis. He noted that the BBEST will be producing
“fact sheets” for each of the selected sites which will also be incorporated into the application.

Open Issues - Hydrologic Methods Guidance — 3rd Edition Huston
Chairman Huston explained that additional work is needed to complete the revision of this
document. He will review and develop recommendations for the SAC members to address
during the December 8, 2010 SAC meeting.

Review Protocol for Future BBEST Reviews Montagna
The members began initial discussions of how the SAC should proceed relative to the
guidelines developed for review of the BBEST environmental flow recommendation reports.
The members discussed the intended audience and how the review protocol might support
the tasks of those groups. The members agreed that the SAC revisions to the review
framework should be completed soon to inform the current BBESTS as to how their work will
be reviewed. By consensus the members agreed that the review should not rise to the level of
“peer review”, but should include a discussion of how the BBEST science is presented and
justified. This framework will be reviewed by the members, to be distributed by November
30, 2010 for discussion during the December SAC meeting. Myron Hess, vice-chair of the



Colorado/Lavaca BBASC encouraged the SAC to complete their revisions to the review
framework as it will be relevant to his and other BBASCs.

Other Discussion Items All
There were no additional discussion items at this time.

Public comments
There were no public comments at this time.

Next Meeting — Schedule (Dec 8 - TCEQ) and Agenda

The next SAC meeting will be held on December 8, 2010 at the TCEQ. Agenda items include:
Completion of the BBEST review framework document

Discussion of the HEFR document revisions

Market approaches

Issue of setting hydrological conditions and frequency of application of various
standards

Adjourn



