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April 2010 - BP Macondo Well Blowout (Deepwater Horizon) 

 
Oct. 2010 - Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 

           Texas rep. on Task Force – General Land Office (Jerry Patterson) 

 
Early 2012 - GLO “Coastal Priority Projects” Process initiated 

 
Sept. 2012 - Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council 

               Texas rep. on Council – TCEQ Commissioner Toby Baker 

 
Sept. 2012 - GLO “Coastal Priority Projects” Technical Advisory 

Committee(s) meet to score projects 
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General History of Events 
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 The General Land Office’s (GLO) process  
to establish “Coastal Priority Projects”  

 GLO created Technical 
   Advisory Committee: 
 
▪ Coast-wide “Core members  
   (NWF, TPWD, TNC, …) 
 
▪ Regional experts 
 (Reg 2: SARA, GBRA, TPWD, TNC, 
   SABP) 
 
Guadalupe Estuary in Reg 2 
Mission-Aransas in Reg 3 
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 The General Land Office’s (GLO) process  
to establish “Coastal Priority Projects”  

 - initial “projects” list 
from multiple sources, 
but not SB3. 
 
- held four regional 
meetings, Sept. 2012 
 
- very regimented 
evaluation process 

 41 Projects 

 20 Projects 

 77 Projects 

54 Projects 
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 Guadalupe Estuary “Projects” in the GLO 
process for Region 2 meeting.  

 initial list  

8 



 Guadalupe Estuary “Projects” in the GLO 
process for Region 2 meeting.  

 added, refined  
by NWF & SARA  
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 SB3-related “Projects” added to the GLO process 
for Region 2 & 3 final rankings.  

 added by 
NWF & SARA 

R2 Project 56 Guadalupe Estuary  
 [freshwater inflow strategy, 70-80,000 ac-ft combination of  voluntary 
wastewater dedication and water rights purchase]  

R3 Project 45 Region 3 GSABBAC 
Workplan for Guadalupe and Mission-Aransas Estuaries 
[for ranking by Region 3 members since has Mission-Aransas elements] 

 added by 
 GLO 
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Region 2 

Survey Area of Interest 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project55 Guadalupe River 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project56 Guadalupe Estuary 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project58 Tres Palacios River Watershed 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project59 San Antonio Bay 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project60 Colorado-Lavaca Estuary (Matagorda and Lavaca Bays) 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project61 East Matagorda, Matagorda, and Lavaca Bays 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project62 Region Wide - CMSP 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project63 Region Wide - Artificial Reefs  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project64 Region Wide - Seagrass Monitoring 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project65 Region Wide - Habitat Mapping 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project66  Mid-Coast Project 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R2_Project67 Guadalupe River Delta 

 

Region 3 

Survey Area of Interest 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project39 Colonial Waterbird Rookery Island  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project40 Coastal Bend Project  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project41 Mid-Coast Project 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project42 Guadalupe River Delta  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project43 Baffin Bay Complex  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project44 Egery Flats  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project45 Region 3 GSABBAC  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project46 Nueces Estuary (Nueces and Corpus Christi Bays)  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project47 Region Wide - CMSP  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project48 Padre Island National Seashore  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project49 Region Wide - Artificial Reefs 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project50 Region Wide - Habitat Mapping 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3_Project51 Region Wide - Seagrass Monitoring 

 



Senate Bill 3 Environmental Flows Process 

Principal Work Plan Elements: 

A. Studies to reinforce / refine existing standards 
● studies of inflows and the life cycle needs of Blue Crabs, White Shrimp, and 
oysters 
● studies of the distribution and inflow-related life cycle needs of rangia clams, an 
important upper estuary species; 
● studies of the distribution of key marshland plant communities in the 
Guadalupe River delta 
● studies of the salinity and soil requirements of key marshland plant 
communities in the Guadalupe River delta 
● refinement of the habitat models used to develop inflow recommendations 
● updates and improvements to the TWDB hydrodynamic and salinity circulation 
model 
● a study to precisely describe the portion of gauged river flow that makes it to 
the estuary 

 Work Plan as related to San Antonio Bay 
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Senate Bill 3 Environmental Flows Process 

Principal Work Plan Elements: 

B. Strategies to meet inflows of existing standards 

1) Identifying potential strategies for evaluation to determine their ability to help meet the 

environmental flow standards, 

 BBASC evaluated- a) wastewater dedication, b) irrigation dry-year option,  

 c) voluntary conversion of existing unused rights. 

2) Developing detailed plans for evaluating these strategies, 

3) Performing evaluations to quantify the effects of identified strategies, 

4) Preparing recommendations of strategies that should be pursued, 

5) Working to implement recommended strategies, and 

6) Performing measurements of strategies implementation 

 

 Work Plan as related to San Antonio Bay 
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 Any new Study or Strategy of  SB3 Work Plans are 
currently unfunded 

 Recent efforts to secure funding –  
        pursued by participants in the SB3 Guadalupe –San Antonio 
        Environmental flows process 

 ● NGOs (such as National Wildlife Federation) attempting to influence 
allocation of potential RESTORE Act funds  

 ● Many SB3 Participants (NWF, SARA, GBRA, TPWD, SABP) participating in 
General Land Office (GLO) process to establish “Coastal Priority Projects” 
for a report to the Texas Legislature. 
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Questions? 


