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Overview of Community Relations Plan

This community relations plan (CRP) identifies issues of community concern regarding
the Tenaha Wood Treating Facility Proposed State Superfund Site (Tenaha Wood
Treating), located in Tenaha, Shelby County, Texas.  This CRP also outlines the
anticipated community relations activities to be conducted during each phase of the
cleanup at the Tenaha site.

The Tenaha Wood Treating CRP has been prepared to aid the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) in developing a community relations program tailored to
the needs of the community affected by the Tenaha Wood Treating Facility.  The TCEQ
will conduct community relations activities to ensure that the local public has input to
decisions and access to information about Superfund activities at the Tenaha Wood
Treating site (see page 7).

The TCEQ has the responsibility for managing the cleanup of this site, and the TCEQ
Remediation Division will oversee all community relations activities at the site.

(Note: The state predecessor agencies:  Texas Water Quality Board (TWQB), Texas Department of Water

Resources (TDWR), Texas Water Commission (TWC), Texas Air Control Board (TACB), and the Texas

Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC), referred to throughout this document are now

known as the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  The new agency name, TCEQ,

became effective September 1, 2002, as mandated under House Bill 2912 of the 77th Regular Legislative

Session.) 

Site Profile

Site Location: 31° 55' 01" North Latitude, 94° 13' 54" West Longitude
 275 County Road 4382, Tenaha, Shelby County, Texas      
  

Site background and operating history:
The Tenaha Wood Treating facility is a 6 acre site, located south of the city limits of
Tenaha, in Shelby County.   

The site is bordered by rural areas on all sides. County Road 4382 runs along the site's
north property line.  The facility is not secured, it does not have a gate to limit access.
No warning signs are posted along the site's perimeter.
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Site History:

On July 10, 1962, E. W. Muckleroy purchased the site property from Mr. J. R. and Irene
Christian.

On September 28, 1978, Jerry W. Reynolds purchased two tracts of land from Farmers
State Bank of Center, totaling approximately six acres of land.

On September 28, 1978, Farmers State Bank of Center issued Jerry W. Reynolds a
Vender's Lien note for the principal amount of $23,553.00.

Jerry W. Reynolds began operating Tenaha Wood Treating, in 1980, preserving wood
with pentachlorophenol. 

In 1982 the facility switched from using pentachlorophenol to chromated copper
arsenate (CCA) for preserving wood.  No diking structure or runoff control existed
around the chemical storage tank. 

On December 5, 1984, green staining of the soil and several drainage pathways,  void
of vegetation were noted.

On April 12, 1984, a Deed of Trust documents that Jerry W. Reynolds borrowed
$19,230.97 from Randy McLeroy of Farmers State Bank of Center, Texas.

The site was abandoned during 1985.  

On January 7,1986, Farmers State Bank of Center, Texas was the highest bidder for
the Tenaha Wood Treating Site property and took ownership of the property after Jerry
Reynolds defaulted on his promissory note.

On April 22, 1994, the property owner purchased the two tracts of land, formerly the
Tenaha Wood Treating site, from Farmers State Bank of Center, Texas. 

On September 14, 1994, Fluor Daniel, Inc. submitted a “Site Inspection Prioritization”
for the Tenaha Wood Treating site to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The report summary states that no samples have been collected.  Based on the Fluor
Daniel, Inc. Report, the U.S. EPA recommended that the site receive a No Further
Remedial Action Planned under Superfund (NFRAP) Decision and the site was referred
to the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission.

On August 29, 1995, the property owner granted verbal permission for site access to
collect soil samples.
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On September 12, 1995, the TCEQ conducted a site visit and soil sampling event.  This
1995 sampling event was the first time soil samples were collected to evaluate
conditions at the site.  The site was determined to be ineligible for the State Superfund
Program until documented attempts to pursue the current owner through enforcement
to resolve any potential endangerment to public health and safety or the environment
had been conducted.  The following elevated levels of hazardous substances were
documented in onsite soils:
Arsenic ..............................1, 300.46 mg/Kg
Chromium .........................2, 434.55 mg/Kg
Copper ..............................1, 408.96 mg/Kg
Pentachlorophenol ............4, 458.82 mg/Kg

On November 29, 1995, the site was referred to the Field Operations Division for
enforcement.

On January 4, 1999, the TCEQ contacted the property owner and obtained permission
to enter the property.  The property owner reported an underground storage tank was
removed during October 1998 and stated he had plans to build a house onsite.  

On January 12, 1999, the TCEQ collected two soil samples from onsite soils.  The
following elevated levels of hazardous substances were documented in onsite soils:
Arsenic ..............................1, 280.00 mg/Kg
Chromium .........................1, 980.00 mg/Kg
Copper .............................. not reported
Pentachlorophenol ............3, 820.00 mg/Kg

On September 12, 2002, the TCEQ conducted a site visit and soil sampling event.  The
property owner is reported to now reside onsite.  Elevated levels of hazardous
substances were again documented in onsite soils:
Arsenic ..............................212  mg/Kg
Chromium .........................257  mg/Kg
Copper ..............................86.9 mg/Kg
Lead ..................................12.9 mg/Kg
Pentachlorophenol ............17.7 mg/Kg

On December 4, 2002, the TCEQ Beaumont Regional Office, Waste Section Team
Leader, issued a Notice of Violation Letter to the property owner for failure to prevent
the imminent threat of discharge of industrial solid waste into or adjacent to waters of
the State.

On December 18, 2002, the TCEQ Beaumont Regional Office, Waste Section, held a
conference with the property owner to explain the purpose of the Notice of Violation
letter, answer the property owner ’s questions, and advise the property owner to
complete documentation to show financial inability to clean up the contaminated area.
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On December 18, 2002, a Tele-Conference Record prepared by the TCEQ, Beaumont
Region Office, Waste Section Team Leader, states that the property owner was
provided financial ability to pay documents to complete and return by January 3, 2003.

On December 26, 2002, the property owner submitted a response letter to the Notice of
Violation, with completed inability to pay claim forms attached.

On January 3, 2003, a Financial Assurance Analysis Request was submitted to the
TCEQ Financial Assurance Section Manager.

On May 5, 2003, a TCEQ Financial Analyst documented that the property owner does
not have the ability to pay for any costs associated with the remediation of
contamination on his property.

On May 15, 2003, the Tenaha Wood Treating site was referred to the Remediation
Division for State Superfund Program evaluation.

On July 1, 2004, the property owner granted the TCEQ access to investigate the site
conditions and to mitigate any threat to human health or the environment.

On July 27, 2004, the TCEQ collected onsite groundwater and soil samples, as well as
offsite groundwater, soil, and sediment samples.  The following elevated levels of
hazardous substances were documented in onsite soil samples:
Arsenic ...............................1, 850 mg/Kg
Chromium ......................... 3, 360 mg/Kg
Copper ...............................1, 680 mg/Kg
Lead ....................................26.2 mg/Kg
Pentachlorophenol ...............250 mg/Kg

Community Profile

In July 2004 the U.S. Census Bureau estimated the population of Shelby County at 
26,156, a 3.7% increase from the 2000 U.S. Census estimate.  The 2000 ethnicity
estimates of Shelby County by the U.S. Census were:  White (no other race), 72.6%;
White (not of Hispanic/Latino origin), 69.6%; Black or African American 19.4%; Hispanic
or Latino origin (may be of any race, so are included in applicable race categories),
9.9%; American Indian and Alaska Native, 0.4%; Asian, 0.2%; Persons reporting some
other race, 5.9% and Persons reporting two or more races, 1.4%.

The 2000 U.S. Census estimated the population of Tenaha at 1,046.  The 2000
ethnicity estimates of the City of Tenaha by the U. S. Census were: White, 46.2 %,
Black or African American, 42.4% and American Indian and Alaska Native, 0.2%.
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Tenaha’s economy relies on manufacturing, educational, health and social services,
agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining.

Community Involvement and Concerns

At this time, there have been no inquiries from the general public or elected officials
regarding the Tenaha Wood Treating site.
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Specific Objectives of the Community Relations Program

A. Maintain open communications between the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality and area residents, as well as City of Tenaha,
Shelby County, Texas and State officials.

 
B. Continue to expand the mailing list to include additional agencies, 

organizations, and residents that are interested in the project.
 

C. Provide a community relations contact from whom interested parties can
receive information on site activities, project status, and study results.

 
D. Provide all information, especially technical findings, in a language that is

understandable to the general public and in a form useful to interested
citizens and elected officials through the preparation of fact sheets and
news releases, when major findings become available during project
phases.

 
E. Monitor community concerns and information requirements as the project

progresses.
 

F. Modify the CRP to address changes in community needs and maintain
accuracy during different project phases.

 
G. Provide for and attend public meetings.

 
H. Respond to telephone inquiries and written correspondence in a timely,

accurate manner.
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Community Relations Techniques

A. Project Status Briefings for community groups and concerned citizens
(may include public meetings, if needed) - To periodically inform the
general community of significant project developments and findings; to
respond to inquiries accordingly and incorporate local concerns into the
decision making process as appropriate.

B. Project Mailing List - To provide the means through which press releases,
project status reports and other significant communications can be
distributed to concerned groups and individuals.

C. Public Consultations - To conduct informal meetings (if needed) with
residents.  To provide an opportunity for affected residents to express any
concerns and to make inquiries to ensure effective two-way
communication.

D. Program Document Repository - To maintain an easily accessible
repository through which the public may review project outputs. 

E. TCEQ State Superfund Internet Homepage - To provide current, timely
information on state Superfund activities on the World Wide Web at: 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/remediation/superfund/index.html.

F. CRP - To reflect changes in site activities or local concerns.  After the
Proposed Remedial Action Document (PRAD) has been issued, the CRP
will be revised to address implementation of the selected remedial action
alternative.
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Area Elected Officials

State

The Honorable Todd Staples
Texas Senate
202 E. Pillar Street, Suite 208
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Telephone:  936/564-4252
Fax: 936/564-4276 

The Honorable Todd Staples
Texas Senate
P.O. Box 12068
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
Telephone: 512/463-0103
Fax:512/463-1526

The Honorable Roy Blake
Texas House of Representatives
201 East Pillar, Room 209
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 
Telephone: 936/560-3982
Fax: 936/564-0051

The Honorable Roy Blake
Texas House of Representatives
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910
Telephone 512/463-0556
Fax: 512/463-0317
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County

The Honorable Floyd A. “Dock” Watson 
Shelby County Judge
County Courthouse
Center, Texas 75935
Telephone: 936/598-3863
Fax: 936/598-3146 

City

The Honorable George N. Bowers
Mayor
City of Tenaha
PO Box 70
Tenaha, Texas 75974
Telephone: 936/248-3841
Fax: 936/248-5942



Area News Media

Panola Watchman
109 W. Panola

Carthage, Texas 75633
Telephone: 903/693-7888

Fax: 903/ 693-5857

The Center Light and Champion 
Attention: News Editor

137 San Augustine Street 
Center, Texas 75935-3951
Telephone: 936/598-3377 

Fax: 936/598-6394

Timpson & Tenaha News
Attention: News Editor

317South Bremond Street
Timpson, Texas 75975-0740

Telephone: 936/254-3618
Fax: 936/254-3206

KDET-AM/FM
Attention: News Director

307 San Augustine Street
Center, Texas 75935-3937
Telephone: 936/598-3304

Fax: 936/598-9537

KGAS-AM/FM
226 S. Shelby Street

Carthage, Texas 75633-2641
Telephone: 903/693-6668

Fax: 903/693-7188
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Key Project Personnel

Omar Valdez     
                          Project Manager                             

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
MC-136

P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-6858
ovaldez@tceq.state.tx.us

Crystal Taylor
Community Relations Coordinator

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
MC - 142

P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-3844
ctaylor@tceq.state.tx.us

John Sedberry
Staff Attorney

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
MC -173

P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-0600
jsedberr@tceq.state.tx.us

Mike Aplin
Toxicologist

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
MC -168

P. O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Telephone: 1-800-633-9363, 512/239-1792
maplin@tceq.state.tx.us
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Project Document Repositories

(Physical Address)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Record Management
Building E, North Entrance, First Floor

12100 Park 35 Circle
Austin, Texas 78753

Telephone: 512/239-2920

(Mailing Address)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Records Management
MC-199

P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Fannie Brown Booth Memorial Library
619 Tenaha Street 

Center, Texas 75935
Telephone: 936/598-5522
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