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Aztec Ceramics 
Assessment  

TCEQ assessed the site on September 5, 2017 and determined that Post‐Hurricane Harvey 
conditions at the site are consistent with historical site conditions that existed before the 
hurricane made landfall. No sampling was conducted at the site as it was not impacted by the 
hurricane. 
 

Site Background 

The Aztec Ceramics Corporation site is on 8.83 acres at 4735 Emil Road in San Antonio. The 
site is on the northeast side of the intersection of Emil Road and the right-of-way of the Union 
Pacific Railroad. Aztec manufactured ceramic tile products at the facility for approximately 45 
years. 

When operations ceased in 1988, it was determined that the soil at the site was contaminated 
with arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, and zinc. Deteriorating drums of waste glaze 
were left in the main building and waste oil spills were present on the floor of the main 
building. The TCEQ conducted the remedial investigation between July 1995 and June 1999, 
and during that time, removed the drums of waste glaze and demolished the site’s buildings. 

The selected remedial action was completed in 2002 and entailed placing an impervious asphalt 
cover over the site to prevent exposure to contaminated soils and migration of contaminants 
from soils to groundwater. 

 

Next steps 

The TCEQ will continue to monitor the groundwater and conduct maintenance inspections of 
the asphalt cap and the surrounding fence to ensure that the selected remedy remains effective. 

 


