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EPA’s Compilation of State Adopted Mercury Criteria (ug/L except as noted)  

 
CWA 304(a) 

Criteria 
Freshwater 

CMC 
Freshwater 

CCC 
Saltwater 

CMC 
Saltwater 

CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

 1.4  0.77  1.8 0.94 none 0.3 mg/kg*  none 

Region 1 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Connecticut 1.4 # 0.77 # 1.8 # 0.94 0.05 0.051   

Maine 1.7 + 0.91 + 2.1 + 1.1 + none 0.2*   

Massachusetts 1.4 # 0.77 # 1.8 # 0.94 none 0.3*   

New Hampshire 1.4 # 0.77 # 1.8 # 0.94 0.05 0.51   

Rhode Island 1.4 # 0.77 # 1.8 # 0.94 0.14 0.15   

Vermont 2.4  0.012    0.14 0.15   

Region 2 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

New York 1.4 # 0.77 # none None none 0.0007 #  0.0026 

New Jersey 1.4  0.77 # 1.8  0.94 0.050 0.050   

Puerto Rico none 0.012## none 0.025## 0.050 0.051   

U.S. Virgin Islands 
don’t have 
fresh water 
uses 

don’t have 
fresh water 
uses 

1.8 0.94 none 0.3*   

Region 3 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Delaware 1.4 0.077 1.8 0.94 0.3 * 0.3*   

DC 1.4 0.77    0.15 and 
0.3*   

Maryland 1.4 .77 1.8 0.94  0.3* 2.0***  

Pennsylvania 1.4 0.77   0.05 0.05   

Pennsylvania -- GLI  1.44 0.77   0.0031 0.0031  0.0013 

Virginia 1.4 0.77 1.8 0.94  0.050 0.050  

West Virginia 2.4 0.012    0.5 and 1.5 0.5 and 
1.4  
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Region 4 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Alabama 2.4 0.012 2.1 0.025 0.12 0.12   

Florida  ? 0.012 ? 0.025 ?    

Georgia 1.4 0.012 1.8 0.025 ? 0.3*   

Kentucky 1.7 0.91   2.0 0.3*   

Mississippi 2.1 0.012 1.8 0.025 0.151 0.153   

North Carolina none 0.012 none 0.025 None none   

South Carolina 1.6 0.91 2.1 1.1 0.050 0.051   

Tennessee 1.4 0.77    0.05 0.051   

Region 5 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Illinois 2.6+ 1.3+   0.012    

Illinois - GLI 1.7+ 0.91+      0.0013+ 

Indiana 2.4 0.012   0.0018+ 0.0018+   

Indiana - GLI        0.0013+ 

Michigan 1.4+ 0.77+   0.0018+ 0.0018+  0.0013+ 

Minnesota 2.4+ 0.0069+     2.0***  

Minnesota - GLI 1.7+ 0.91+      0.0013+ 

Ohio 1.7+ 0.91+       

Ohio - GLI     0.0031+ 0.0031+  0.0013+ 

Wisconsin 0.83+ 0.44+   0.0015+ 0.0015+  0.0013+ 
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Region 6 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Arkansas 2.4 0.012       

Louisiana 2.04 0.012 2.0 0.025   2.0  

Oklahoma 2.4 1.302   0.05 0.051   

New Mexico 1.4 0.77   none 0.3*   

Texas 2.4 1.3 2.1 1.1 0.0122 0.0122-fw 
0.025-sw   

Region 7 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Iowa (cold  and warm 
water) Hg 2+ 

6.5 / 1.64 
Hg 2+ 

3.5 / 0.9 
Hg 2+  

  0.05 
Hg 2+ 

0.15 
Hg 2+   

Kansas 1.4 + 0.77 +   0.14## + 0.146 +   

Missouri 2.4 + 0.5 +     2.0 ***  

Nebraska 1.4 + 0.77    0.215 
mg/kg   

Region 8 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Colorado 1.4  0.01**     2.0***  

Montana 1.7  + 0.91 +   0.050    

North Dakota 1.7  + 0.012 **   0.050 0.051   

South Dakota 1.4 0.012 **   0.050 0.051   

Utah 2.4 0.012 **     2.0***  

Wyoming 1.4  0.77 +   0.050 0.051   

Fort Peck Tribe      
0.3* 
adopted, not 
submitted 

  



Updated by EPA on August 17, 2010 

Region 9 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Arizona 2.4# 0.01#    0.3* 2+  

California- all waters     0.050 0.051   

California- SF Bay 
(without tissue criteria) 2.4 0.025       

California- SF Bay and 
several other sites- 
varies by site% 

0.05-0.23*     0.05-0.23*  0.05-
0.23* 

Hawaii 2.4# 0.55# 2.1# 0.025# 0.047# 0.047#   

Nevada 2.0+ 0.012+ none none 0.14+ 0.15+   

American Samoa 1.4# 0.77# 1.8# 0.94# 0.05 0.05/0.3*   

Guam 2.4# 0.012# 2.1# 0.025# 0.05 0.051   

Northern Mariana 
Islands 1.4# 0.77# 1.8# 0.94# 0.047 0.047/0.3*   

White Mountain 
Apache Tribe      0.3*   

Hualapai Tribe      0.3*   

Navajo Tribe      0.3*   

Bishop Paiute Tribe      0.3*   

Big Pine Paiute Tribe      0.3*   

Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribe      0.3*   

Region 10 

State Freshwater 
CMC 

Freshwater 
CCC 

Saltwater 
CMC 

Saltwater 
CCC W and O O Only W Only Wildlife 

Alaska 2.4 0.012 1.8 0.94 0.050 0.051   

Idaho none None    0.3*   

Oregon 2.4 0.012 2.1 0.025  0.3*   

Washington 2.1 + 0.012 # 1.8 # 0.025 + 0.14 0.15   
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Notes: 
CMC    =  acute criteria (dissolved, except as noted) 
CCC    =  chronic criteria (dissolved, except as noted) 
W Only  =  consumption of water only (Drinking Water/Water Supply Use) 
W and O =  consumption of water and organisms 
O Only  =  consumption of organisms only 
 
*  This criterion is applied as a fish tissue concentration in mg/kg. 
** Water concentration (total or total recoverable) intended to achieve the FDA action level in fish tissue (1 mg/kg).  
***  Primary drinking water regulation maximum contaminant level.  40 CFR 141. 
# dissolved 
+ total recoverable 
## federally promulgated 
% CA site-specific fish tissue objectives: 
 
For CA, state adopted, EPA approved mercury criteria (objectives) are site specific, and vary (in addition to CTR HH 
criteria): 
 
Fish Tissue Objectives: EPA Approved: 
 
1.  San Francisco Bay: For the protection of aquatic life, wildlife and human health: 
0.2 mg/kg  TL 3/4 fish - edible portion 
0.03 mg/kg TL3  fish 3-5 cm - whole fish  (Wildlife) 
 
2.  Walker Creek, Soulajule Reservoir, and Guadalupe River Watershed: For the protection of aquatic life and wildlife (also 
protects HH at 17.5 g/day): 
0.1 mg/kg TL3  fish  15- 35 cm - whole fish 
0.05 mg/kg TL3 fish 5 - 15 cm - whole fish  
 
3.  Clear Lake: For the protection of aquatic life, wildlife and human health (at 26 g/day TL3/4 mix at 70/30 percent 
respectively): 
0.19 TL4 fish 30 - 40 cm  
0.09 TL3 fish 30 - 40 cm 
 
4.  Cache Creek and Bear Creek: For the protection of aquatic life, wildlife and human health: 
0.23 mg/kg TL4 fish - muscle portion 
0.12 mg/kg TL3 fish - muscle portion  
 
5.  Harley Gulch: for the protection of aquatic life and wildlife: 
0.05 mg/kg TL2/3 fish - whole fish 
 
 
Not yet EPA approved: 
1.  SF Bay/ Delta: For the protection of aquatic life, wildlife, and human health (32 g/day TL 3/4 mix at 50/50 percent): 
0.24 mg/kg TL4 fish 15 - 50 cm - muscle 
0.08 mg/kg TL3 fish 15 - 50 cm - muscle 
0.03 mg/kg - whole fish less than 5 cm (wildlife) 
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